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Our  t i t le  borrows  f rom  Jan  Kott ’s  notion  that  Shakespeare ’s

characters  are  al l  just  “cogs”  in  the  “Grand  Mechanism”  of

history.  When  Kott  cites  Richard  the  I I I ’s  famous  l ine  “my

kingdom  for  a  horse,”  concluding  the  animal  “ turned  out  to

be  worth  as  much  as  a  crown ;  or  even  more:  one  could  go  on

fight ing  on  i t ,  or  escape,”  we  can  see  the  horse /human

blending  as  an  early  Posthumanist  moment,  and  the  “crown”

funct ioning  as  an  object -oriented  ontological  reference.  

While  we  welcome  essays  on  Kott ,  Shakespeare,  and

Posthumanism,  the  col lect ion  wil l  consider  broader  aspects

of  Shakespeare  and  the  Posthuman  and  the  ways  in  which

Shakespeare ’s  plays  or /and  their  adaptat ions  and

appropriat ions  chal lenge  the  t radit ional  defini t ions  of

human  and  humanism.   

P o s s i b l e  t o p i c s  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :    

•  Rethinking  human  ‘nature ’  and  ident i ty  

•  Explor ing  the  interplay  between  human  and  non -human

animals ,  or  machine -human  hybrids  

•  Exposing  the  l imits  of  humanist  ontologies  and  hierarchical

epistemologies

•  Imagining  a  future  wherein  humanity  has  refashioned  i ts

own  onto -epistemology  in  relat ion  to  the  l iv ing  world  i t

coexists  with,  including  technogenesis ,  and  media  ecologies   

•  Thinking  beyond  the  l imit  of  human  perception,

discovering  the  unfathomable,  thinking  (seemingly )  the

unthinkable  

•  Enter ing  the  abyssal ,  the  realm  of  oneness,  refusing  to

make  a  separat ion  f rom  a  (non )human  dimension  of

existence   

•  Examining  technology  and  i ts  intersect ions  with  gender,

race,  and /or  national  ident i ty .

 

We  welcome  submissions  between  6,000–6,500  words.  
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