
Tadeusz 
Uniwewrsytet Ostrawie, 

Cieska 

paristw Swiata. 
najcz~iciej  

kt6ra byIa 
koicio#ow. Czech6w religii 

doiwiadczen i wiele dtuzszq tradycje historia 
wigkszoit spoleczenstwa deklamje siq 

wedlug spisu ludnoici by10 z og6lu 
Sredni% poszczegdlne siq wzglqdem r6zniq. 

analize 
sic, i e  sq 

w i 
Wickszy takie miastach przy czym takie widaC tc samq 
zaleinoic: miastach i pbinocnych czgiciej, anizrli 

miastach Moraw i ~ l q s k a  i poiudniu stara 
siq wyjainiC 

Siwek 
w 

Ostrawa, Republika 

LAICYZAC JA CZECH -ANALIZA PRZESTRZENNA 

Republika Czeska jest znana jako jedno z najbardziej ateistycznych 
odejscie od religii przypisywane jest czterdziestoletniej indoktrynacji ideologii 
kornunistycznej, w tym kraju wyjqtkowo wrogo nastawiona do wszystkich 
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LAICISATION PROCESS IN CZECHIA: SPATIAL 
ANALYSIS 

1. Basic tenns 

Laicisation is process more or less 
visible in many countries a11 over the world 
and connected usually with modernisation 
process (Havlitek, 2003). It is a term for 
reduction the role of religion in daily life. 
This reduction is going step by step and we 
can describe several levels of it. Three 
groups of laicized people are labelled in 
this contribution: passive religious people, 
non-religious people and atheists. 

1. Passive religiosity means formally 
remaining in the church, but reducing or 
even stopping religious practise. 

2. Non-religiosity means finish of 
membership in church community 
confirmed by any formal act: public 
withdrawal, avoiding of baptising in case of 
children or declaring non-religiosity during 
census. Non-religiosity means lack of any 
connection to religious communities but not 
hostile attitude to the church. 

3. Atheism in this contribution means 
not only lack of connections to religion life 
but aversion or even hostility to any 
religion activities and to the church as 
institution. 

All three groups are comnon in Czechia 
today. But it is not only consequence of 
communism. 

2. Specific Czech attitude to religion 

Churches and all religious activities 
were due to ideological reasons 
oppressed in Soviet Union and its 
satellites. But this common anti-religious 
policy under pressure of Kremlin 
Moscow was not identical in different 
countries at East and Central Europe. 
Some communist rulers went further than 
Stalin: Albanian communist party 
abolished all churches and claimed 
Albania to be the first truly atheist 
country in the world in 1967 (Vykoukal, 
Litera, Tejchman, 2000). On the other 
hand there was Poland where church had 
a relatively strong position during the 
whole communist period. Its adherents 
were even among members of ruling 
Polish United Party of Workers. 

Czechoslovakia was between these 
extremes. There was here no complete 
abolishing of churches like in Albania but 
the anti-religious policy were more 
intense than in most other countries of 
the Soviet sphere. Character of 
Czechoslovak communist policy against 
religions was not at the centre between of 
semi-liberal attitude in Poland and brutal 
attitude practised in Albania, but it was 
closer to the last one. It was possible 














