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Athous Laurae I' 115. B usganum ciaBaHCKUI
IepeBoy; ONyOMMKOBaH Iapayle/IbHO MO OT-
HOILIEHNIO KO TPeYecKOMYy TeKCTY. TeKcThl
CUHXPOHU3MPOBAHbl I HAXOAATCA Ha IPOTU-
BOIIOJIOKHBIX CTpaHuunax. Vs3-sa pacxoxpe-
HUIT MEXJy CTPYKTYpPOIl IpeuecKuX TeKCTOB
U CTABAHCKUM II€PEBOZIOM, NPEJCTaBIE€HHBIM
crinckoM VIz6opuuka Cearocnasa 1073, B us-
TAHUM aBTOP CHEAyeT CTPYKType IPedyecKoro
crucka Coislinianus graecus 120, KOTOpbII1 AB-
nsieTcst Hanbosee 6M3KNUM K [IEPBOHAYAIbHO-
My 0(pOpMIIEHNIO TEKCTA.

B 3ak/mroyeHme X0TeN0Ch 6bI OTMETUTD, YTO
TAHHOE U3JJAHME ABJIAETCA PE3y/IbTaTOM MHO-
ronetHero tpyna I1. fIHeBoli, HavaBILel CBOKO
paboTy Haj rpedecKUMN MCTOYHUKAMU COOp-
Huka CumeoHa eme B 1984 1. 3a Bce 3TU TOJbI

I1. SIHeBOII HEOOXOZMMO OBIIO VICCIENOBATDH
OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO PasHOPOJHOIO MaTe-
pMaia U IpoBECTH KOMIUIEKCHBI COIIOCTAaBU-
TE/bHDI aHAIN3 I'PEYECKOro ¥ CIaBAHCKOIO
TEKCTOB. B mM3fjaHmu cobpaHsbl U MpeCTaB/IeHbI
Pe3y/IbTaThI 9TOI TPYHOEMKOI PabOTEI.

Tpetuit Tom usganus cbopuuka CumeoHa
(mo cmmcky CeaTtocnasa 1073 r.), HeCOMHEH-
HO, IIPefICTaB/IsIeT HOMbIION Hay4HBIII MHTEepecC
U ABJIAETCA COMMIHBIM HAYyYHBIM TPYLOM, BHO-
CAIIMM 3HAYMTEIbHBI BKIAJ KakK B 6Goirap-
CKYI0, TaK U B MUPOBYIO MeIMEBUCTHKY.
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he presented book was written by prof.

Marek Wilczynski, a Polish historian
of Late Antiquity and Early Middle Ages
from the History Institute of the Pedagogical
University of Cracow. He is well known in Polish
academia for his research that concerns such
topics as the history of the Migration Period
and the Germanic Kingdoms, especially those
of Vandals and Sueves, and the role of barbarians
in the political and military structures of the
Late Roman Empire. The presented book, an
extended biography of Geiseric, the King of the
Vandals, is the most recent in the long list of the
author’s publications about these problems'.
The author however does not only present
the newest research and ideas on the Vandal
Kingdom, but also intends to popularize the

! The most important of which are the following
books; Zagraniczna i wewnetrzna polityka afrykati-
skiego paristwa Wandalow, Krakow 1994; Germanie
w stuzbie zachodniorzymskiej w V w. n.e. Studium pro-
sopograficzne, Krakéw 2001; Krolestwo Swebow — re-
gnum in extremitate mundi, Krakow 2011.

history of the Late Antiquity among a broader,
more general public.

The book starts with an extensive preface
divided into several subsections (p. 7-28) where
the author introduces the topic of the study with
basic information about Geiseric, his time and
the sources, as well as presenting his concept
of the narrative. The book is divided into nine
chapters presenting Geiseric’s life and the his-
torical background in a chronological order.
The first one, Trudne dziecitistwo. Pochodzenie
Gejzeryka i jego droga ku granicy Imperium
Romanum [Difficult Childhood. The Origins
of Gaiseric and His Way to the Border of Impe-
rium Romanum, p. 29-41], is concerned with
rarely approached topic of Geiseric’s youth and
his roots. It is followed by the second chapter,
U boku brata [By His Brother’s Side, p. 43-76],
which describes the events of the Vandal march
through Gaul and their settlement in Spain,
when Geiseric was a co-ruler alongside of Gun-
deric. The third chapter, Afrykariski zbozowy
sen zloty [The African Golden Cereal Dream,
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p. 77-86], explains why the African lands were
so tempting for barbarian tribes and describes
earlier unsuccessful Gothic attempts to con-
quer them. The fourth chapter, Gdzie dwdch
sie bije tam trzeci korzysta. Wielka przeprawa
na lgd afrykanski i marsz na wschéd ku Karta-
ginie [When Two Quarrel, a Third Wins. The
Great Crossing to the African Soil and the March
Eastwards Towards Carthage, p. 87-110], is
concerned with the situation in Africa at the
brink of the Vandal attack, the invasion itself,
and the events surrounding the conflict until
the conclusion of the first peace of 435. The
next one, Kto nie wagtpil w czyjg przyjazn?
Pierwsza faza ,czwartej wojny punickiej”. Zaje-
cie Kartaginy i pokdj 442 r. [Who Did not Doubt
in Whose Friendship? The First Phase of the
‘Fourth Punic War, The capture of Carthage
and the peace of 442, p. 111-124], covers the
relationship between Vandals and Romans af-
ter the peace, the surprise capture of Carthage
in 439, and the ensuing war. The sixth chapter,
Dyplomacja, bunty, zareczyny i rozwody. Okres
pokojowej koegzystencji 442-454 r. [Diploma-
¢y, Riots, Betrothals and Divorces. The Time
of Peaceful Coexistence 442-454, p. 125-143],
describes how Geiseric peacefully managed to
achieve his goal of becoming a recognized ruler
through the means of diplomacy, and linking
his house with the Imperial by having his son
Huneric betrothed to the Valentinian’s daugh-
ter. The following chapter, Czego Hannibal
nie dokonat — Gisericus intra portas! Zdobycie
i ztupienie Rzymu w 455 r. [What Hannibal Did
not Manage — Gisericus Intra Portas! The Cap-
ture and Sack of Rome in 455, p. 145-155], tells
about his most famous deed, the sack of Rome,
which was Geiseric’s direct answer to the death
of his previous political partners and an attempt
at securing his assets attained earlier. In the
eight chapter, Drugiej Zamy nie bylo. Gejzeryk
nie pozwala odebrac sobie zdobyczy. Nieudane
rzymskie proby rewindykacji Afryki i zawar-
cie ostatecznego pokoju. [There Was No Second
Zama. Geiseric Doesn’t Let His Spoils Be Taken

Away. Unsuccessful Roman Attempts at the Re-
covery of Africa and the Conclusion of the Final
Peace, p. 157-189], the author proceeds to ex-
plain how the King managed to defend himself
against Roman attempts at the reconquest and
established a lasting peace that enabled Vandals
to rule over Africa for almost six decades. The
ninth chapter, Pozamilitarne tlo ‘czwartej wo-
jny punickiej” [The Non-Military Background
of the Fourth Punic War), p. 191-209], delves
into topics that are much more obscure in the
sources, namely the King’s piety and steward-
ship. The final chapter, Zwycigzca w ,czwartej
wojnie punickiej”. Gejzeryk Wielki — pare stow
na zakoniczenie. [The Winner in the ‘Fourth Pu-
nic War’. Geiseric the Great — a Couple of Con-
cluding Words, p. 211-214], contains author’s
assessment of the persona of Geiseric, and as
a conclusion, he justifiably calls the hero of his
book one of the greatest statesmen and leaders
in the history of antiquity. The book also con-
tains bibliography (p. 215-233) and an index
(p. 234-241).

The work of Marek Wilczynski provides an
expert analysis and an enjoyable lecture. The
author utilizes a variety of sources, the most
recent research in the field, and also voices his
own opinions, adding to the discussion in the
academia, so the scientific value of the narrative
is not affected by lighter tones, meant to cater to
more general audience. Considering the scarci-
ty of sources regarding some aspects of Geiser-
ic’s life, it is an impressive achievement that the
author managed to deliver such a complete and
thorough biography.

In conclusion, the book is an important
entry in the Polish historiography of Late Anti-
quity, as it captures its best traditions, combin-
ing both scientific expertise and literary value.
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