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1. INTRODUCTION

Polish transformation processes take place with significant support from foreign 
assistance, in particular from the European Union (EU) and the US. As the 

European integration influences mare and mare Polish policies its natura! 
consequence is steady phasing out of non-European assistance. 1 And the latter 
undergoes change towards accession-driven approach. 

After the early 1990s, when EU assistance was dominated by humanitarian 
and then TA (training and advisory) aid, there was clearly a growing dernand 

from the Polish side for 'hard' (investment type) support. After a period of 
tough macroeconomic and stabilisatory measures many people believed an idea 
of introducing modern regional development programmes as particularly 
needed. The idea was to implement a pilot programme in selected regions to 
help them salve loca! and regional policy. The European Commission found the 

initiative attractive and convergent with future requirements of European 
integration. No need to say that whereas European Regional Development Fund 
is the key Structural Fund, after the stabilisation period Poland was Ieft with no 
regional policy. As there were no regional budgets such a pilot programme was 
considered a real challenge. For that reason simple transfer of Structural Fund 
approach was out of the question. Adjustments related to ways of co-financing 
and management were unavoidable. As for the instruments used, same of them 
were never before used (or never before used in a systematic advanced form) in 
Poland. 
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1 Cf. Assisra11ce - 10 accession ami beyo11d ( 1997). Warszawa: PECA T. 
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