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In many European cities the economic changes after the Second World War 
resulted in deep functional and spatial changes (Ravetz, 1988). In particular they 
referred to internat areas of industrial cities where dominating industry was in 
crisis. The decline of traditional, though no more profitable, sectors (such as 
shipbui lding, textile industry or the liquidation of cargo terrninals in ports) led 
to increased unemployment, poverty and crime among the urban communities. 
Unfavourable changes included also materiał assets/substance of the city. 
Housing areas and social infrastructure gradually degraded. Considerable 
outflow of the population was due to poor employment perspectives, lack of 
initiatives to stimulate enterprise spirit and only a few investment projects 
complete the picture of dying urban areas. The above description of degraded 

space reflects the process which was true for numerous not only European but 
also American cities. Many cities in the United Kingdom suffered frorn it (e.g. 
London, Glasgow, Manchester, Bradford, Liverpool and others) also Irish cities 
(Dublin) and German (cities in Ruhra) or French ones (Lille, St. Etienne). 

The sequence of actions with a view to achieve economic recovery and the 
change of the spatial strucwre of degraded urban areas is called revitalisation. 
The process consists in the introduction of new functions, different from 
traditional for the area in question with simultaneous transformation of existing 
spatial form by building new premises, modernisation and adaptation of the 
remains of buildings for new purposes (Kaczmarek, 1998). The parts of the city 
subject to these actions have acquired new, different aesthetic expression of the 

urban space as a result of modern city planning composition. 
The scale of revitalisation varies and to a large extent depends on financial 

resources. In the UK and Irish cities the process was supported by substantial 
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