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Abstract. German settlement in Poland has been the subject of numerous studies. The causes and 
determinants of migratory movements have been discussed extensively, while little attention has 
been paid to the spatial aspects of the phenomenon. The aim of this study, which is part of geograph-
ical and historical research, is to determine the size of the influx of migrants of German nationality 
into the rapidly developing textile production centre of Łódź in the 19th century, as well as the 
geographical origins and distribution of this nationality group in the urban space. These consid-
erations are complemented by the identification of key issues related to the social integration and 
assimilation processes of the German minority. In the first half of the 19th century, the influx of 
skilled labour, almost entirely recruited from the German population, conditioned the development 
of the textile industry in Łódź. It also had a key influence on the demographic development of Łódź, 
which soon became the largest centre of textile production in Poland. In subsequent decades, there 
was a  tendency among German immigrants towards separation in the sphere of professional and 
social activities, but already by the end of the 19th century the German community settled in Łódź 
was diverse in terms of the sense of nationality. In addition to a certain proportion of the immigrants 
who were already Polonised, there were persons declaring German nationality, as well as those 
undecided about the issue.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Germans have been settling Polish lands for centuries. German settlement, spon-
taneous until the middle of the 18th century, grew significantly towards the end 
of the century. Colonisation, mainly limited to rural settlements, over time in-
creasingly involved an influx of German people into towns and newly established 
craft settlements. The beginnings of German settlement in today’s Łódź urban 
agglomeration date back to the last decades of the 19th century. A particularly 
intense influx of this ethnic group was brought by the period of 19th century 
industrialisation. However, until the early 1820s, immigrants generally avoided 
the typically agricultural and neglected Łódź1, which was surrounded by a ring of 
German peasant settlements established in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

The creation of the Kingdom of Poland in 1815 allowed the initiation of meas-
ures to promote the economic development of the country. Łódź was among the 
settlement units indicated by the Polish government as particularly predisposed to 
industrial development – a small settlement with several hundred inhabitants, a de 
facto rural stead, though formally possessing a charter.

As a result of the measures taken by the government, Łódź experienced rap-
id economic development, with the number of inhabitants increasing more than 
sixfold in the third decade of the 19th century alone, reaching 4,700 by 1831. 
This demographic development was primarily the result of an influx of German 
settlers, whose share of the city’s population reached 75% by the 1830s. The de-
crease in this ratio in the following decades did not mean a decrease in the number 
of German inhabitants in Łódź – it was only the result of the spontaneous and 
rapid development of this industrial centre, which was associated with a  rapid 
influx of Polish and Jewish people into the city. Łódź, which still had a population 
of just over 30,000 in the mid-19th century, grew to around 300,000 inhabitants 
by the end of the century, and the city – still the largest concentration of German 
origin population in Central Poland – was inhabited by three nationality groups of 
a roughly similar sizes: Polish, Jewish, and German.

The issue of German settlement in Poland has been the subject of numerous 
studies by both Polish and German historians. The causes and determinants of 
migratory movements have been discussed extensively, while little attention has 
been paid to the spatial aspects of this phenomenon, especially in the Łódź region. 
The aim of this study, which is part of geographical and historical research, is to 
determine the size of the influx of migrants of German nationality into the rapidly 
developing textile production centre of Łódź in the 19th century, as well as the 

1  A report drawn up in 1820 by the mayor of Łódź on the religious composition of the inhabitants 
mentions 12 Evangelicals, probably of German nationality. Despite that, O. Kossmann did not men-
tion any Evangelicals in 1820 and stated that Łódź had 767 inhabitants at that time, including 271 
Jews. See Kossmann, 1966, p. 150.
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geographical origins and distribution of this nationality group in the urban space. 
The discussion of the spatial aspects of German settlement in Łódź is comple-
mented by the identification of key issues related to the processes of social inte-
gration and assimilation of the German national minority.2

2. THE BEGINNINGS OF GERMAN SETTLEMENT IN OLD ŁÓDŹ 
–  THE PRE-INDUSTRIAL PERIOD

German rural settlement reached the area of Łódź in the 1780s. During the last 
two decades of this century, a number of new settlements populated by German 
immigrants were established in the royal and private estates in the area of the 
present-day urban agglomeration of Łódź.3

In 1793, as a result of the Second Partition of Poland, the Łódź region found it-
self within the borders of the Prussian state, whose authorities pursued a policy of 
settling German population in the newly occupied areas. Prussian colonisation de 
facto continued the earlier settlement processes of the pre-partition period.4 The 
Prussian colonisation campaign was most intense between 1801 and 1806. New-
comers settled in existing villages or in new locations built from scratch. The area 
in which the colonisation campaign was undertaken in the early years of the 19th 
century was the secularised Łaznów estate (as well as the Wiączyń and Gałkówek 
estates).5 In the autumn of 1800, 39 Swabian families were brought from south-
ern Germany to Łaznów, for whom fifty plots of land of about 15−16 ha each 
were prepared in Łaznowska Wola (Grömbach).6 New German agricultural colo-
nies were established on government dominion land.7 The largest and wealthiest  

2  The issue of the origin and structure of the German minority in the Łódź region is discussed in 
detail also in: T. Marszał (2020), and T. Marszał (2022, pp. 25−51).
3  Among them were Ruda Bugaj (1782), Mała and Wielka Brużyca (1782), Pustkowa Góra (1783), 
Rochów and Rochówek (1783), Ksawerów and Ksawerówek (1783), Słowik (1785), Dąbrówka 
(1788), Swędów (1789 or 1792), Lipiny (1790), Mała Nowa Wieś (1790), Janów–Mileszki (ca. 
1790), Dąbrówka or Dąbrowa, (ca. 1790), Swędów (1792) and Holendry Radogoskie-Żabieniec 
(1793). In 1788, newcomers from Württemberg (Lutherans) and Alsace-Lorraine (Calvinists) settled 
in Gałkówek near Brzeziny.
4  The essence and nature of these processes are presented in the article: J.  Wąsicki, 1953, 
pp. 137−179.
5  Under the Prussian partition, Łaznów was the seat of the Prussian administration of the Łódź 
district.
6  The German name of the village was given at the request of the settlers, most of whom came from 
a village in Württemberg of the same name. Similarly, many other settled villages were named after 
the settlers’ places of origin. For more on Łaznowska Wola see Woźniak, 2015, pp. 106−108.
7  I.a. Bukowiec (Köningsbach), Starowa Góra (Effingshausen), Olechów, Wola Rakowska (Koe-
nigsbuch), and Markówka (Hochweiler, Hochwald).
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Swabian village on Polish soil was Nowosolna (Neu-sulzfeld),  to which the first 
sixty families arrived from Württemberg, Baden, Alsace, and the Palatinate in 
1801 (Woźniak, 2015, p. 110).8 As Germans came, owners of private estates near 
Łódź (including Stoki, Mileszki, Bedoń, and Chojny), ceded land to them (often 
lying fallow) in their estates for a small rent (see Rynkowska, 1960, p. 36).

Fig. 1. German settlement until 1815 in the areas east of Łódź
Source: own work based, among others, on Schmit, 1942.

8  Some of these families who did not have the cash to settle returned to Württemberg, while others 
went to Russia (Heike, 1979, p. 110).
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According to the recommendations of Prussian authorities, newly founded vil-
lages were to be settled exclusively by German settlers – Nowosolna and Olechów 
were purely German. But since German colonisation also extended to villages 
already in existence in many settlements, some of the inhabitants were also of 
Polish nationality.9

The number of settlers arriving from Bavaria, Württemberg, and the Palatinate 
(see Kossmann, 1985, p. 147), and in the following years also from Poznań and 
Prussia10, grew particularly rapidly in Nowosolna, which in the last years of the 
Prussian rule surpassed Łódź in terms of population.11

During the Prussian period, German-speaking newcomers also settled many 
other towns in the region and thus, even before 1815, the sparsely populated for-
ested area around the small town of Łódź was becoming a region of increasingly 
intensive agricultural production. A particularly strong concentration of German 
settlement was in the area to the east of Łódź (see Fig. 1). In the following decades 
of the 19th century, a number of settlements settled by German colonists were in-
corporated into the borders of the rapidly developing industrial Łódź. The names 
of many inner-city settlement units and locations in the suburban zone of contem-
porary Łódź are related to the names of former settlements.

The turn of the 18th century was a period of an influx of German colonists 
mainly in rural areas. But it was also a  time marked by some, initially small, 
movements of craftsmen of German nationality into the cloth production that was 
developing in many centres.12

3. INFLUX OF GERMAN POPULATION TO THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY OF 
ŁÓDŹ IN THE PRE-PARTITION PERIOD

After the Congress of Vienna, Łódź found itself within the borders of the King-
dom of Poland, established in 1815 and until First World War linked to the Rus-
sian Empire. In its first period of existence, until the outbreak of the 1830 upris-
ing, its large autonomy allowed it to pursue its own economic policy aimed at 
the industrialisation of Poland. The government  identified a number of centres 
designated for industrial development, while guaranteeing them support in the 
form of a number of privileges.  The choice of Łódź and the surrounding area for 

9  E.g. Stoki and Sikawa, Wiśniowa Góra (Kirschberg), Karkoszka, Augustów, and Antoniew.
10  Among them were many Moravian Brethren. See Eichler, 1921, pp. 62−63.
11  Nowosolna, which did not have a city charter, was larger than Łódź until 1823. See  Baranowski 
and Fijałek (eds), 1980, p. 143.
12  In the pre-partition period, the largest centre of cloth production was Brzeziny (there were many 
clothiers of German origin).



104 Tadeusz Marszał

the development of textile production was determined primarily by its favourable 
natural conditions: sufficient supply of water allowing the placement of the fulling 
and dyeing plants, numerous small rivers with rapid currents as a source of energy, 
and  forests providing material for the construction of houses.

The turning point in the development of Łódź came in the 1820s when, as 
a result of a well-planned action by the government of the Kingdom of Poland, 
a  textile production centre was established here.13 Securing a workforce with 
the right skills and capital was a key  condition for ensuring development. To 
this end, an extensive campaign was launched to bring in settlers mainly from 
Germany, but also from Bohemia and  former Polish territories (Silesia and the 
Grand Duchy of Posen, where a large proportion of the population was of Ger-
man nationality).  Clothiers, weavers, and spinners were eager to migrate, mo-
tivated partly by the situation in their countries of residence, where textile man-
ufacturing was in crisis due to competition from English mechanised mills. In 
the Kingdom of Poland the government protected domestic production through 
a system of protective tariffs.

Among other things, the settling clothiers were offered free land for construc-
tion and free building materials (cf. Janowicz, 1907, p. 18). In government towns 
set up as factory settlements, under the 1820 decree of the royal governor, the 
immigrants settling there were provided with, among others, the opportunity to 
live in low-rent houses built by the government14, free timber to build houses, 
and assistance in building an evangelical church and housing for the pastor (Gą-
siorowska, 1965, p. 74). The children of the settlers were able to study in schools 
in their native language. The government also provided loans for the purchase of 
workshops and raw materials for production. Settlers were exempted from paying 
taxes for the first few years, and their sons were not required to perform military 
service. A further decree was issued in 1823, which not only confirmed but also 
extended the previously granted benefits. In 1824, assurances were given to facto-
ry owners that in the next decade the ban on imports of cloth products would not 
be revoked or amended, and the right to import materials needed for production 
from abroad would be maintained (Koszutski, 1905, p. 44). The government at-
tached particular importance to the construction of water facilities, fulling mills 
and bleacheries, supporting these investments organisationally and financially. To 
receive support, one had to be suitably qualified and to fulfil certain previously 
accepted obligations, under the threat of losing rights to the allotted parcel of land 
and eviction.

13  The history of the development of industrial Łódź is the subject of a number of publications, 
among which special attention should be paid to: A. Ginsbert, 1962; M. Koter, 1969; W. Puś, 1987; 
and M. Koter, S. Liszewski, T. Marszał and S. Pączka, 1993, pp. 9−34.
14  After 1822 in Łódź, a house could be bought on favourable terms by repaying the amount due in 
convenient instalments spread over 10 years (Rynkowska, 1951, pp. 181−187).
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The situation of industrial settlers in the Kingdom of Poland was secured from 
the legal point of view by agreements concluded with state authorities (and mu-
nicipal after 1827) in the case of government towns, or with owners in the case of 
private estates.

The influx of industrial settlers to the previously omitted Łódź was initiated by 
the preparation in 1822 of 202 plots of land in the newly established clothmaking 
settlement of Nowe Miasto (Flatt, 1853, pp. 61–62).

The first foreigner to initiate the development of industrial Łódź was Karol 
Sänger, who came from Chodzież. Thanks to him, in the autumn of 1823, the 
first group of immigrants arrived in Łódź − a dozen or so master clothiers and 
a shearer from Saxony, as well as several experts in the construction of weaving 
workshops and houses. Between 1823 and 1825, nearly 200 skilled craftsmen set-
tled in the town, most of whom (around 60%) were weavers. The establishment of 
a settlement for cotton and linen weavers with 307 plots in 1824 and a settlement 
for linen spinners with 167 plots in 1825 in the following years resulted in a fur-
ther fast-growing migration of skilled German settlers. The first cotton weavers 
arrived in September 1824.15

Many of the industrial settlers came from Saxony, a region with liberal migra-
tion policy, where the textile industry, which had developed strongly in the 17th 
and 18th centuries, was experiencing difficulties after the loss of eastern markets. 
Impoverished Saxon weavers migrated en masse to the Kingdom of Poland from 
the mid-1820s until the outbreak of the November Uprising. The influx of Saxon 
settlers was particularly intense between 1824 and 1830, and between 1837 and 
1844 (Missalowa, 1964, pp. 76, 83). Most of them, including many cotton weav-
ers, headed for Łódź and the surrounding textile production centres.

Migrants arriving in Łódź, which was becoming a fast-growing industrial cen-
tre, mostly came from: (cf. Rynkowska, 1951, pp. 31–35;  Bajer, 1958, p. 53)

 – Prussia (Brandenburg) and Lower Silesia,
 – Saxony, especially its eastern part,
 – Bohemia,
 – Grand Duchy of Posen.

 The first settlers to arrive in Łódź were mainly Saxons and Germans from Bo-
hemia (North Bohemia). In the following years, the number of refugees from Sile-
sia grew (Staszewski, 1931, p. 264).

In the first Łódź settlement, “Łódka”, settled between 1825 and 1830, about 
half of the settlers came from Saxony, about a third were immigrants from Bo-
hemia, and the rest were almost exclusively from Prussian Silesia (Rynkowska, 
1951, p. 34).

15  Among others from Weissbach (now Bily Potok) near Frýdlad and Georgswalden (now Jiřikov) 
in North Bohemia (Friedman, 1933, pp. 123−124).
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One of the first activities of the immigrants coming to the city was associating 
in craft guilds. In 1824, the linen makers guild and the clothiers guild were estab-
lished in Łódź (Rynkowska, 1951, pp. 210−211). In 1825, the Master Craftsmen 
House (“Meisterhaus”) was opened and became the centre of social and cultural 
life for German craftsmen. In the same year, a brotherhood of apprentice weavers 
became active. In later years guilds were organised in Łódź grouping representa-
tives of other professions (Sztobryn, 1999, p. 15).

A special government commissioner was sent to Saxony, Bohemia, and Prussia 
to recruit industrialists with more substantial capital. These activities bore fruit and 
in the second half of the 1920s, Łódź welcomed, among others: Frederick Wendisch 
from Chemnitz (Saxony), Daniel Ill from Groschönau (Saxony), Jan Traugott Lange 
from Chemnitz (Saxony), Ludwig Geyer from Neugersdorf near Lobau (Saxony), 
and Tytus Kopisch from Schmiedeberg (Lower Silesia). Some of them, after settling 
in the Kingdom, took over government production facilities.16 The arrival of wealth-
ier factory owners meant that the previous equality of economic positions among the 
settlers was disturbed, and that small-scale manufacturers, often working domesti-
cally, became a link in a production chain dependent on wealthier entrepreneurs.

The spatial development of the textile production centre of Łódź was comple-
mented by the establishment of the Ślązaki weaving and spinning settlement with 
42 plots in 1828. All these government actions resulted in a total of 366 plots of 
land being taken over by immigrants arriving in Łódź by 1829 (see Staszewski, 
1931, p. 272).  As early as 1826, the first German school, subordinate to the mu-
nicipal authorities, for the children of the settlers – an Evangelical primary school 
– was set up in Łódź.

In the 1820s (up to the outbreak of the November Uprising), around a thousand 
immigrant craftsmen of German origin, together with their families, settled in 
Łódź – which still had a mere 799 inhabitants in 1821 – which means an estimated 
arrival of around 4,000 people of this nationality.17 The influx of migrants, among 
whom cotton and linen weavers predominated, was particularly intense between 
1826 and 1829 (cf. Fig. 2).

As a result of the demographic processes taking place in the third decade, the 
nationality structure of Łódź changed completely, and by the turn of the 1820s it 
had become a city with a large proportion of immigrant German-speaking pop-
ulation and one of the main German population centres in Central Poland.18 The 

16  For more on industrialists of German nationality who came to Łódź in the 19th century, see Lück, 
1934, pp. 342−344, and Pytlas, 2006, pp. 148−156.
17  According to A. Rynkowska, between 1823 and 1830 approximately 3,500 immigrants arrived in 
Łódź. See Rynkowska, 1951, p. 31.
18  A. Ginsbert reported that 1,029 immigrant families settled in Łódź between 1822 and 1831 (see Gins-
bert, 1962, p. 17). According to J. Janczak, in 1830 there were 3,200 Germans living permanently in 
Łódź, which accounted for three-quarters of the city’s total population (4,300 people) (see Janczak, 1982).
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immigrant nature of Łódź’s demographic development is confirmed by data stat-
ing that in 1839 as many as 68% of its permanent inhabitants were allochthones 
(born outside the city).19

Fig. 2. Number and occupational structure of migrants settled in Łódź from 1822 to 1830
Source: own work based on A. Rynkowska, 1951.

In the pre-uprising decade, industrial settlers dominated among the newcom-
ers from Germany. The influx of skilled labour, almost entirely recruited from 
the German population, conditioned the development of the cloth industry, both 
in Łódź and in other textile manufacturing centres in the Kingdom of Poland. 
The period of the first increased influx of German craftsmen into Polish industry, 
the greatest intensity of which occurred in the middle of the third decade of the 
19th century, ended with the outbreak of the November Uprising.

4. INTER-UPRISING PERIOD (1831–1862)

The November Uprising and the difficult political situation after its collapse – re-
flected in the restriction of the Kingdom of Poland’s independence in the sphere 
of economic policy – were of great significance from the point of view of German 
settlement. Opportunities for productive investment declined and the effects of the 
first major economic crisis, which lasted for several years, were felt particularly 

19  Kossmann, 1936, p. 36 [after:] Baranowski and Fijałek (eds), 1980, p. 204.
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strongly by German craftsmen involved in textile production. The uprising result-
ed in the economic crisis of 1830−1834, which put much of the immigrant German 
population out of work. For many clothiers in the Łódź region, the outbreak of 
the uprising spelled economic disaster. The effects of the ongoing hostilities were 
compounded by retaliatory changes in Russia’s economic policy – a reduction in 
Polish-Russian trade relations, cutting off sources of raw materials and markets. 
These steps were particularly acute in a situation of very few orders placed by the 
Polish government for the military.

But already the years 1837−1845 brought a  second wave of migration of 
craftsmen from Saxony, who headed primarily for Łódź and the surrounding 
manufacturing centres. As in the second half of the 1820s, the largest number of 
migrants came from eastern Saxony (the area around Chemnitz and Dresden), 
where a strong textile manufacturing area developed near the border with Bohe-
mia (cf. Missalowa, 1964, p. 78). The Saxon migrants almost exclusively con-
sisted of skilled weavers and professionals familiar with textile machinery, and 
only a very small group of unskilled labourers. After 1845, the influx of new mi-
grants from Saxony almost completely stopped. Between 1837 and 1845 there 
was also an influx of craftsmen from Bohemia and Moravia, mainly from the 
northern Sudetenland adjacent to the Saxon border. It was a region with a pre-
dominantly German population, so the majority of newcomers were from this 
nationality group. The incoming settlers from Bohemia, unlike those from Saxo-
ny, were not always highly qualified professionally and, in terms of occupation, 
it was a much more diverse migration, with a high proportion of labourers and 
poor people.

In 1861, among the 383 journeymen temporarily living in Łódź (on tempo-
rary passports) and employed in textile production, about half came from the 
Prussian partition, nearly a  third from Saxony, almost a  fifth from Bohemia 
and Moravia, while only a couple of people came from other German-speaking 
regions.20

The crisis following the collapse of the November Uprising, caused by Rus-
sia’s restrictive policy and the introduction of customs duties on cloth exports to 
that country, proved short-lived and in the long term had little impact on Łódź’s 
booming industrial production. As early as in the second half of the 1830s and 
early 1840s, as a result of a strong influx of German industrial settlers, the number 
of Łódź inhabitants increased significantly. Between 1833 and 1845, Łódź re-
corded a more than threefold increase in population (from 5,700 to nearly 17,300) 
(Janowicz, 1907, p. 29) and became the second largest city in the Kingdom of 
Poland, after Warsaw (Janczak, 1982, p. 50).

20	Lista imienna czeladzi różnej profesii, cudzoziemców, przebywających za paszportami w m. Łodzi 
(1961), WAPŁ, 148/2406, k. 34-45 [after:] Missalowa (ed.), 1957, pp. 82−93; and Missalowa, 
1964, pp. 83−84.
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According to O. Kossmann’s estimates, probably slightly overestimating the 
number of people of German nationality in Łódź21, this ethnic group in the first 
half of the 1830s accounted for nearly three-quarters of the city’s population, and 
by the end of that decade its share further increased slightly (see Table 1). How-
ever, the population of German nationality given by the magistrate of Łódź in 
October 1851 was undoubtedly underestimated at 5,800 (1,440 families), which 
accounted for 32% of the city’s permanent residents (Rynkowska, 1960, table 
after p. 86). According to E. Rosset, in 1857 Łódź had a population of 26,100, of 
which 41.1% (10,700) were German, while in 1860 it had 32,600 inhabitants, of 
which 37.3% (12,200) were ethnic Germans (Rosset, 1928, p. 336). These figures 
for the German minority, due to underreporting, are highly debatable.22

Table 1. Nationality structure of permanent residents of Łódź in 1831−1839

Nationality
Year

1831 1836 1839
thousand % thousand % thousand %

Polish 0.8 17.4 0.8 13.9 1.1 13.2
German 3.5 74.1 4.4 74.8 6.7 77.7
Jewish 0.4 8.5 0.7 11.3 0.8 9.1
Total 4.7 100.0 5.9 100.0 8.6 100.0

Source: Kossmann, 1936, pp. 28−29, 47; and Kossmann, 1966, p. 164.

In the 1830s, the number of inhabitants of German nationality in Łódź almost 
doubled. Its largest concentration throughout the fourth decade of the 19th century 
was the weaving settlement located along the town’s main street, which in 1839 
was home to just under 2,200 settlers, almost exclusively of German nationality. 
Similarly high, exceeding 90%, was the proportion of representatives of this eth-
nic group in the remaining districts of Łódź, except for the “Old Town” (cf. Fig. 3 
and Fig. 4). In the “New Town”, already in 1832 with a population of more than 

21  This overestimation is due to the estimation methodology adopted. The nationality composition 
for 1831 was determined by O. Kossmann by indirect means guided, among other things, by the 
sound of the surnames and using a list of the financial burdens of the Catholic population, which led 
to a reduction in the Polish nationality population. In the case of the population estimates for 1836 
and 1839, he considered the religious structure and nationality, which also to some (small) extent 
overestimated the German settlers by including the population of Polish nationality migrating from 
the Prussian partition. 
22  The weaknesses of the statistics relating to the nationality structure of the inhabitants of Łódź 
before First World War are presented in detail in chapter IV of the work by J.  Janczak, 1982, 
pp. 107−135.
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1,000 inhabitants, 9 out of 10 people were of German nationality. The nationality 
structure in the oldest part of Łódź, or the “Old Town”, was quite different, where 
Poles remained the most numerous ethnic group in the 1830s. However, their 
percentage gradually decreased, mainly in favour of the Jewish population and 
those of German origin (cf. Fig. 3 and Fig. 4). In this northernmost part of the city, 
the percentage of the German minority did not exceed a quarter in the late 1830s. 

Fig. 3. Nationality structure of the population of Łódź (by number of families) in 1831 by districts
Source: own work based on: Kossmann, 1936, p. 28; Kossmann, 1966, p. 151; and Kossmann, 

1985, p. 39.

http://wiki-de.genealogy.net/Eugen_Oskar_Kossmann
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Fig. 4. Nationality structure of the population of Łódź in 1839 by districts
Source: own work based on: Kossmann, 1936, p. 30; Kossmann, 1966, p. 152; and Kossmann, 

1985, p. 40.

At the end of the 1830s, a sizeable proportion, up to one-fifth, of the popula-
tion of Łódź was made up of the next generation of settlers who had already been 
born in the city. Overall, one in three inhabitants of Łódź of German nationality 
had a place of birth in the Kingdom of Poland. The proportion of settlers coming 
from the Bohemian Sudetenland (about a quarter), Prussia (about one-fifth) and 
Saxony (about one-seventh) was significant. There were distinct differences in 

http://wiki-de.genealogy.net/Eugen_Oskar_Kossmann
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the territorial origin of the inhabitants  between the different districts – created at 
different times as the city developed and differing in the nature of the productive 
activities carried out in them. This was probably because migrants coming from 
a certain region and often representing similar professional qualifications often 
came to Łódź in larger groups. There was a large proportion of Prussians in the 
“New Town”, while the weaving settlement had more inhabitants from Saxony 
(see Table 2). In the linen colony “Ślązaki” and the spinning colony “Nowa Łód-
ka”, Germans from the Czech Sudetenland dominated among the settlers, while in 
“Księży Młyn” and the “Lamus” area, migrants from Hesse were most numerous.

There was also a significant group of Catholics among the German immigrants set-
tling in Łódź, most of whom were of the Protestant faith. The Catholics largely came 
from the Czech Sudetenland (Sudeten Germans) and settled in the south-eastern part 
of the “Łódka” settlement, south of the Jasień River valley, in the spinning settlement 
along the “Böhmische Linie” (“New Łódka”), where they made up the majority of 
the population in 1839. The newcomers from Silesia formed a cluster in the former 
Zarzew area along the so-called “Schlesische Linie” (“Schlesing”/ “Silesians”) in the 
linen settlement, where their share of the total population reached almost two-thirds. 

Table 2. Structure of the origin of the inhabitants of Łódź of German nationality in 1839 by district

District

Place of birth (%)
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“Old Town” 26 23 4 15 20 6 4 2
Clothmakers’ settlement “New Town” – 1832 18 17 10 13 37 - 0 5
Weaving settlement 21 10 24 20 20 2 1 2
“Spinnlinie” spinning settlement 23 10 5 10 34 16 2 0
“Przy Kątnej” 20 22 7 26 18 7 - -
“Buschlinie” spinning settlement 21 9 21 19 17 7 3 3
“Księży Młyn” and “Lamus” 24 17 3 3 16 26 5 6
Czech spinning colony “Nowa Łódka” 22 6 1 51 16 1 2 1
Linen colony “Ślązaki” 20 1 - 63 14 2 - -
TOTAL (without “New Town”) 22 11 14 24 20 5 2 2

Source: own work based on: Kossmann, 1936, pp.  35−36; Kossmann, 1966, p.  155; and 
Kossmann, 1985, p. 41.

The occupational structure of German immigrants settled in the cities shows 
their involvement primarily in activities related to the sphere of industrial produc-
tion and crafts. In Lodz, the largest urban centre of the German minority, in 1851, 

http://wiki-de.genealogy.net/Eugen_Oskar_Kossmann
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1,125 settler families were making a living from manufacturing activities while 
only seventeen were involved in trade.23

Already in the 1930s, with the influx of representatives of other non-textile 
professions to Łódź, the gradual professional diversification of the German na-
tionality group was marked. In 1836, in addition to the guilds of clothiers and cot-
ton and linen weavers, the guilds of carpenters, butchers, millers, bakers, tailors, 
and hosiery makers appeared in the register of the Łódź magistrate (Sztobryn, 
1999, p. 15). Over time, the second half of the 19th century saw a declining share 
of the German minority in the total number of employees in the rapidly expanding 
industry, in which the growing demand for labour was increasingly met by an 
influx of workers of Polish nationality. At the same time, the proportion of ethnic 
Germans in the non-manufacturing sectors of the economy gradually increased.24

Immigration to Łódź was accompanied by the development of German educa-
tion, to which the newcomers attached great importance. Between the uprisings, there 
were two elementary schools in the town for the children of German settlers. In 1845, 
a four-grade German-Russian District Real School was established in Łódź. And in 
1862, two more new evangelical schools were opened (Sztobryn, 1999, p. 95-97).

In the first half of the 19th century, German settlement was a crucial element 
stimulating the economic development of the country and was one of the main 
sources of the demographic development of Central Poland and Łódź, which at 
that time became a thriving centre of textile production, the largest in the country.

5. GERMAN POPULATION IN ŁÓDŹ IN THE POST-UPRISING PERIOD

After the January Uprising (1863−1864), in 1865, Łódź had a permanent popu-
lation of 32,400. A key component of the demographic and economic potential 
of this largest urban centre in Central Poland continued to be the population of 
German nationality, amounting to 14,400 (Janczak, 1982).25 The proportion of the 
population of German origin exceeding 44% was higher than the proportion of 
Lutherans in the total population, since a number of members of this ethnic group 
were of Catholic faith (cf. Janczak, 1997, p. 44). There were four Protestant ele-
mentary schools in the town, and in 1866 the first seven-grade German secondary 
school was opened (Rosset, 1928, pp. 355–356).

23  Commercial activity was dominated by the Jewish population. See Rynkowska (ed.), 1960, p. 86.
24  See Statystyka zawodowa ludności Łodzi i przyległych gmin sporządzona przez prezydenta m. 
Łodzi Franciszka Traegera na zlecenie naczelnika pow. łęczyckiego Józefa Smarzyńskiego for years 
1851, 1853, 1855, WAPŁ 151/3906, k. nlb. [after:] Rynkowska (ed.), 1960, pp. 101−103.
25  According to O. Kossmann, the total population of Łódź in 1864 was 33,500, with 67% (22,500) 
Germans, 13% (4,300) Poles and 20% (6,700) Jews (see Kossmann, 1966, p. 164).
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In the initial period of the influx of German craftsmen to Łódź, the migrating 
craftsmen settled mainly in the newly established industrial settlements, which in-
volved a strong spatial concentration of this nationality group. A certain weakening of 
the degree of spatial segregation of the German population in the urban space came 
in the 1840s and 1850s. At that time, in comparison with the 1830s, a slightly greater 
diversification of the nationality structure of industrial settlements and a more even 
distribution of the German nationality group were noticeable (cf. Fig. 5 and Fig. 6).

Fig. 5. Nationality structure of the inhabitants of Łódź in 1864 by district
Source: own work based on Kossmann, 1966, p. 160.
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Fig. 6. Distribution of the German population in Łódź in 1864 
Source: own work based on Kossmann, 1966, annex 22.
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In the mid-1860s, in the “Old Town”, with a population of 6,400 (more than 
3-fold increase since 1839), dominated by the incoming Jewish population, Ger-
mans, whose total number remained unchanged over the past quarter of a century 
(400), accounted for only 6.5% of the total population. In the “New Town”, de-
spite a significant increase in the number of people of German nationality (from 
900 in 1839 to 7,600 in 1864), the share of this ethnic group in the total number of 
inhabitants of the district gradually decreased and just after the January Uprising 
did not exceed three-quarters (Fig. 5). In all other districts of the city, although 
the proportion of ethnic Germans had also been slowly decreasing over the past 
25 years (4−8%), in 1864 only one in ten people were of non-German nationality.

By the mid-1860s, more than half of the city’s inhabitants of German nation-
ality were born in Łódź, and another quarter were born in other towns in the 
Kingdom of Poland. The territorial origin of emigrants arriving from outside the 
Kingdom and living in Łódź in 1864 was dominated by newcomers from Bohe-
mia (Sudeten Germans), with a relatively small share, compared to the 1820s and 
1830s, of settlers coming from Prussia (cf. Table 3). The post-uprising period also 
saw a certain disappearance of the spatial segregation of the German nationality 
population coming from different regions in the various industrial settlements of 
Łódź, still quite pronounced at the end of the 1830s.

Table 3. Origin of Łódź’s inhabitants of German nationality in 1864 by district (based on  analysis 
of about two-thirds of the total German population in Łódź)

District

German 
population (%) Immigrants from (%)
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“Old Town” 57 43 58.5 2.8 8.5 20.8 9.4
Clothmakers’ settlement “New Town” 55 45 54.8 9.4 10.0 18.3 7.6
Weaving settlement 58 42 46.6 14.9 14.7 15.2 8.7
“Spinnlinie” spinning colony 56 44 42.6 10.6 11.5 20.5 14.8
“Buschlinie” spinning colony 55 45 43.3 15.2 21.7 12.0 7.8
Czech spinning colony “Nowa Łódka”, linen 
colony “Ślązaki”, “Księży Młyn” and “Lamus”

58 42 41.2 5.2 32.0 13.7 7.9

“New Quarter” 53 47 47.1 14.8 15.0 12.2 10.8
Krótka (now Traugutta), Przejazd (now Tuwima), 
Nawrot, Główna (now Piłsudskiego) streets

57 43 46.6 14.4 19.8 12.2 7.1

TOTAL (without New Town) 56 44 49.1 11.1 15.1 16.1 8.6

Source: Kossmann, 1966, p. 155.
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During the final three decades of the 19th century, the number of people of 
German nationality in Łódź doubled, also as a result of the population flow from 
neighbouring industrial centres. At the same time, the proportion of this ethnic 
group in the total population of the rapidly growing city saw a sharp decline. Data 
from various sources give rather different estimates of the German minority in 
Łódź at the turn of the 19th century. The government census carried out in 1903 
showed 90,800 people of German nationality, i.e., 28% of the total population 
(313,100).26 However, according to the 1911 census, the number of people of Ger-
man nationality in Łódź amounted to approximately 80,000 (Informator Miasta 
Łodzi, 1918, p. 25). These figures do not quite correspond with the data presented 
in Fig. 7 (in the author’s opinion the most reliable), according to which just be-
fore the outbreak of First World War Łódź was inhabited by 105,500 people of 
German nationality, which accounted for slightly more than one-fifth of the city’s 
population.27 These discrepancies, as far as they are within certain limits, should 
not be surprising in light of the impossibility of establishing an objective criterion 
of nationality. 

In the post-uprising period, as a result of a massive influx of Polish (mainly 
rural) and Jewish (from western Russian governorates and small towns in the 
Kingdom of Poland) inhabitants to Łódź and the gradual process of polonisation 
of some newcomers from across the western border of the Kingdom of Poland, 
the proportion of the German minority in the total population of the city decreased 
(cf. Fig. 7). The German population, which had been the dominant national group 
since the time Łódź was transformed into a factory town until the January Upris-
ing, steadily decreased its share of the city’s demographic potential in the follow-
ing decades and by the outbreak of the First World War accounted for only about 
a quarter of the city’s population.

Despite a decrease in the share of the German population in the total number, 
the development of industrial Łódź in the last decades of the 19th century was 
linked to the key role of this ethnic group in the city’s economic potential.

In 1865, among the 388 owners of Łódź industrial plants, centralised manu-
factories and craft workshops employing more than five people, as many as 245 
(63.4%) belonged to people of German nationality (cf. Table 4). In the 1880s and 
1890s, the percentage of ethnic Germans among Łódź entrepreneurs was around 
53−57% and only dropped to 44% before the outbreak of First World War. While 
Jews prevailed among the petty bourgeoisie, people of German nationality were 
far more numerous among medium-sized and especially large entrepreneurs, as 

26  According to this census, there were 143,700 Poles and 78,600 Jews (Korzec, 1956, p. 31).
27  An underestimated size of the German population in Łódź in 1913 is given by W. L. Karwacki 
– 75,000, i.e.. 14.8% of the city’s population (Karwacki, 1972, p. 8). However, a clearly overesti-
mated number is given by J. Śmiałowski, who wrote that in 1913 172,000 inhabitants of the city 
declared that they belonged to this nationality (Śmiałowski, 1999, p. 221).
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well as in all non-textile branches of industry.28 Significantly, Łódź’s industrial 
plants were among the most technically and organisationally advanced in the Rus-
sian Empire.

Fig. 7. Population of German nationality in Łódź 1831−1914
Source: own elaboration based on: „Pierwaja wsieobszczaja pierepis…”, 1905, pp. 246−247; 

Janczak, 1982, pp. 108−109; Kossmann, 1966, p. 158.

28  Detailed data on the size of establishments operated by German entrepreneurs can be found in 
S. Pytlas, 1991, pp. 63−67. At the beginning of the 20th century, among Łódź’s nine largest enter-
prises, six belonged to German industrialists: K. Scheibler (7,400 workers), Heitzl-Kunitzer (2,800), 
L. Geyer (2,700), J. Heinzl (1,700), and L. Grohman (1,200) (see Koter et al., 2005, p. 46−47).
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Table 4. Number and share of industrialists of German nationality in Łódź industry 1865−1913

Year
Industrialists of German nationality Industrialists

totalTextile industry Other industries
number % number % number %

1865 242 62.4 3 0.8 388 100
1869 185 58.4 3 1.0 317 100
1879 126 42.0 21 7.0 300 100
1884 101 46.3 23 10.6 218 100
1893 158 36.3 75 17.2 435 100
1900 207 32.0 120 18.5 648 100

1904/1905 246 22.5 222 20.3 1093 100
1910/1911 282 25.7 214 19.5 1097 100

1913 306 24.5 242 19.4 1247 100

Source: Pytlas, 1991, p. 57.

In 1897, more than one in four people employed in industry and crafts in Łódź 
were of German nationality. There was an even higher proportion of people of 
German origin among those living on income from capital and related sources, 
and a slightly lower proportion among those living on state funds (Janczak, 1982, 
pp. 159, 163-166). According to the 1897 census, 73% of the population of Ger-
man origin in Łódź made their living from industrial and craft occupations, 8% 
from trade, and 10% from serving others and other professions (Janczak, 1997, 
p. 66; Janczak, 1991, p. 50). The employment of representatives of the German 
minority in clerical and administrative positions was relatively low, compared to 
other large cities in the Kingdom, due to the weakness of the administrative and 
cultural functions of this eminently industrial city. Compared to other national 
groups, German population was relatively the best educated – in Łódź, the litera-
cy rate in this ethnic group in 1897 exceeded 59% and was much higher than the 
average 50.5% for the entire population of the city’s inhabitants.29

The beginning of the 20th century, with the deterioration of working condi-
tions, brought the emergence of economic tensions. Strikes began to break out 
in numerous factories in the Russian partition in 1905. The unrest also extended 
to Łódź, where strong social tensions had clear national connotations. Of great 
importance was the fact that the economically strongest nationality group was 
the Germans, involved in industrial activities. In 1913, 27 joint-stock companies 
(only one Polish), ninety-five factories (10 Polish) and 251 trading companies 

29  According to the 1897 census, only 48% of Poles and 47% of Jews could read and write.
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(125 Polish) remained in the hands of this ethnic group in Łódź. Persons of Ger-
man nationality owned 1,422 properties (while Poles held titles to 700 properties) 
(Karwacki, 1972, p. 9). Of the fourteen largest businesses operating in Łódź in 
the early 20th century, ten were German-owned (see Kessler, 2001, p.  18). Of 
just over 1,000 foremen and skilled technical staff in the Łódź textile industry, 
two-thirds were of German nationality.30 This structure of capital and employment 
in Łódź and the region was determined by the dominance of textile industry, in 
which newcomers from across the western border of the Kingdom of Poland had 
been involved for generations.

6. SOCIAL INTEGRATION AND ASSIMILATION PROCESSES OF 
THE GERMAN MINORITY

Among the German immigrants, there was a clear tendency towards separation in 
the sphere of professional and social activities, which was manifested, among oth-
er things, in the reluctance to join existing Polish-Catholic associations and craft 
guilds. Where settlers formed sufficiently strong concentrations, as in Łódź, they 
established their own German organisations.31 This led to the formation of a kind 
of professional ghetto, to some extent isolated from Polish society and character-
ised by cultural, linguistic and religious distinctiveness.

A  gradually developing school system for the children of German settlers 
helped to maintain a sense of national identity. A network of Protestant religious 
schools with German as the language of instruction was developing, often without 
Polish as part of their curriculum.32 The assimilation processes were counteracted 
by the religious separateness of the dominant part of the German settlers belong-
ing to the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession.

During the pioneer period, which lasted until the end of the third decade of 
the 19th century, assimilation processes occurred to a limited extent – especially 
where the German minority formed larger clusters – and affected a small number 
of people. Rather, these were times of adaptation of the German community to 

30  Poles made up about a quarter of this professional group (Kessler, 2001, p. 18).
31  The first association formed in Łódź in 1824 was the “Lodz Rifle Association” (“Lodzer Bürger 
Schützen-Gilde”), also known as the “Marksmen’s Society” or “Bractwo Kurkowe”. In 1825, the 
“Foremen’s House” (“Meisterhaus”) was opened in Łódź and became the centre of the settlers’ 
social life. The guild of clothiers was established, soon followed by the guild of cotton and linen 
weavers (Budziarek, 2001, p. 53).
32  In 1826, a class for children from German families was established in the existing elementary 
school in Łódź and a teacher who spoke German was employed. In 1829 a second elementary school 
was opened in the cotton and linen settlement “Łódka”, and in 1834 an Evangelical elementary 
school was established (Podgórska, 1988, p. 509).
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the new, and rapidly changing, living conditions in their new place of settlement 
(Pytlas, 1996, p. 14). Over time, the process of social integration has gradually 
become more pronounced in successive generations of migrants, with a growing 
sense of rootedness in the new place of settlement in part of the German popula-
tion. The assimilation of the German population, which slowly progressed during 
the inter-uprising period, also in Łódź, clearly slowed down in the mid-1860s.

Growing unemployment among workers and the increasing emigration of the 
Polish population to Western European countries to find jobs contributed to the 
emergence of certain national tensions in the 1870s and 1880s also in the indus-
trial centres. In Łódź, antagonism gradually grew between some of the German 
factory owners, who, with the permission of the imperial authorities, employed 
workers imported from Germany, and the impoverished Polish population.

The polarisation of national attitudes was reflected in the fact that people of 
German nationality were favoured in the selection of personnel for the more at-
tractive factory positions.33 On the other hand, Polish employees were ill-disposed 
even to situations where the filling of a position by a person of German nationality 
was entirely justified by professional qualification needs. The increasing influx of 
immigrants into Łódź industry in the late 1870s and early 1880s clearly weakened 
the ongoing assimilation processes of the German minority. The newcomers, un-
like the earlier settlers, were not inclined to learn Polish, nor did they feel the need 
to integrate with the Polish community.34 Barriers of a socio-economic nature as 
well as differences resulting from religious beliefs were factors slowing down the 
process of Polonisation (Falęcki, 1996, p. 78).

With its population dominated by immigrants, without any significant cultur-
al traditions or historical heritage that could have fostered the integration and 
assimilation of newcomers from abroad, Łódź was quite unique in terms of the 
ongoing integration and assimilation processes of the German minority. Initially, 
the predominance of recently settled people of German nationality in the city, 
together with the lack of Polish intelligentsia, encouraged people to close them-
selves within their own ethnic circle. It was not until the last forty years of the 
19th century that the percentage of German inhabitants in the rapidly expand-
ing Lodz decreased significantly. However, the multinational character of the 
city with a growing number of inhabitants of Polish nationality only accelerated 
the Polonisation processes to a certain extent, as the Łódź bourgeoisie, largely of 
German nationality, showed weak ties with Polish culture, and the city itself re-
mained on the margins of Polish culture until the outbreak of World War I, which 
did not create a climate conducive to assimilation processes (cf. Nietyksza, 1986, 
pp. 306–308).

33  In 1889 there were only 10% of Poles among the foremen in Łódź (Missalowa, 1964, pp. 81−88; 
and Missalowa, 1967, p. 83).
34  ‘O prawdę’, Dziennik Łódzki, 1885, no. 214  [after:] Pytlas, 1996, p. 16.
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In a situation where the German community was dominant, the attraction of the 
culture, language and customs of this ethnic group for large sections of the popula-
tion of other nationalities grew. The activity of bourgeoisie of German nationality 
in the cultural field was crucial. As early as the 1850s, amateur theatre groups were 
active.35 The preservation of the language and culture of their country of origin was 
helped by the activities of numerous German singing associations.36 In 1906, the 
Association of German-speaking Foremen and Workers was founded in Łódź, fol-
lowed in 1907 by Łódź School and Educational Society (Radziszewska and Woźni-
ak, 2000, pp. 46–70). From the point of view of the preservation of German culture 
and language, important support came from the press, whose first German-language 
titles appeared in Central Poland in the last decades of the 19th century.37

These measures aimed at preserving the language and native culture of the 
German minority, while undoubtedly delaying, could not stop the processes of as-
similation and Polonisation, which were becoming increasingly pronounced over 
time, especially among earlier settlers who had managed to grow attached to their 
country of settlement.

Among the multi-ethnic community of Łódź, ethnic diversity and a sense of 
nationality were generally not a source of major dilemmas. All were citizens of the 
Russian Empire for whom Russian was the official language (from 1865 onwards) 
and, regardless of their origins and the language they used at home, they had 
a fairly limited sense of connection with their own national culture, feeling them-
selves to be primarily members of local communities. The German population did 
not so much feel a connection to an ideological homeland, but above all identified 
with the environment of their place of residence, settlement, town or region. For 
the most part, these were people who could hardly be considered assimilated, but 
who, while not completely renouncing their national identity, at the same time 
tried to be loyal to Polish society.

At the end of the nineteenth century quite a numerous group of non-Polonised 
people of German nationality emerged, mainly from the metropolitan business 
community, with a loyalist attitude to every authority. For this group, a sense of 
nationality was of secondary importance, and the key issue was the possibility of 
doing business.38

35  In 1855, an association called “Gesellschaft Thalia” was established in Łódź, which gave a perfor-
mance every Sunday, alternating between German and Polish (Kuligowska-Korzeniewska, 1997, p. 242).
36  Among others, Łódź saw the emergence of Men’s German Singing Society (1846), the Church 
Singing Society “Cecylia” (1856), the Singing Society at the Trinity Church (1859), the United So-
ciety of German Singers at St John’s parish (1884) and the Bałuty Singing Society (1898).
37  From 1863, the “Lodzer Anzeiger” (“Łódź Announcements”) was published, soon transformed 
into the German-language magazine “Lodzer Zeitung”. From 1881 to 1905, the “Lodzer Tageblatt” 
was published (cf. Jaworska, 1988, p. 553).  For more on the German press in Łódź, see Kucner, 
2001, pp. 209−234.
38  This group was referred to as “Rubelpatrioten”. Cf. Eichler, 1921, p. 119.
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This phenomenon at the beginning of the 20th century was particularly evident 
in Łódź which

despite being neither a  country nor a  state, has its own nationality – these are called 
‘Lodzermenschen’ in German. Their original homeland was Germany; their prolonged residence 
in our country for several generations eventually transformed their Germanic patriotism but did 
not attract them to Polish nationality. These people are mostly politically unprincipled – they 
have found their homeland in Łódź, here they have earned their living and their positions, they 
have become attached to the city ... among many of these ‘people of Łódź’ a  turn towards 
assimilation with us can be observed, and the children of ‘Lodzermenschen’ sometimes openly 
call themselves Poles already (Górski, 1904, pp. 21–24).

At the turn of the 19th century, the German community settled in Łódź was 
truly diverse in terms of its sense of nationality. In addition to a certain part of it, 
especially older immigrants in the following generations, who had already been 
Polonised, there was also no shortage of people declaring their German nation-
ality (and among them also germanised Poles and germanised Jews) as well as 
those undecided about their nationality (Górski, 1904, p. 22, 24). And although it 
is difficult to speak of advanced processes of Polonisation among the entire ethnic 
German community, most of them were well integrated into the social environ-
ment of the city.

7. FINAL REMARKS

The German settlers arriving in Łódź in the 19th century made an unquestionable 
and very significant contribution to the development of the city. The influx of pro-
fessional labor force of German origin determined the development of the textile 
industry in Łódź. The settlers coming from abroad were characterised by the typical 
Protestant diligence and thriftiness, sense of responsibility and respect for work. 
The tendency to invest at the expense of limiting current consumption facilitated 
adaptation to a new place of residence and was particularly important in the period 
of accelerated industrialisation. Over the course of several 19th-century decades, 
Łódź grew from a small, neglected settlement into the main urban centre of Central 
Poland and the largest concentration of textile production on Polish territory.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Germans involved in industrial activities 
were the economically strongest national group in Łódź. Most of the joint-stock 
companies, factories, trading companies and real estate remained in the hands of 
this ethnic group. The German-speaking population constituted the majority of 
qualified technical personnel in the textile industry of  Łódź.

When Poland regained independence in 1918, the role of the German mi-
nority in the city’s demographic and economic potential was somewhat 
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limited. The population of German origin in the interwar period, numbering about 
50,000−60,000 people (about 10% of the city’s population), still had a significant 
influence on the development of Łódź, and most of the owners of large production 
plants had German roots. There was a strong concentration of this national group 
south of the Łódka River (where industrial settlement had already begun in the 
first half of the 19th century), especially in the southern part of the city center.

The Second World War brought radical transformations in the national struc-
ture of the inhabitants of Łódź, once a city where three nationalities (Polish, Ger-
man, and Jewish) lived side by side for a  century and a  half, resulted in. The 
extermination of the Jewish population and the escape and displacement of the 
German population resulted in the city becoming mono-national. The second half 
of the 20th century – a period of communist rule in Poland and the related histori-
cal policy − was not conducive to maintaining the multinational heritage of Łódź.

The situation changed significantly after 1990, with the democratisation of life 
in the country and local governments independence. The past three decades have 
seen attempts at restoring the memory of the achievements of German settlers and 
their role in the development of Łódź. This role is documented by the heritage 
left behind, visible in the contemporary structure of urban space − Evangelical 
cemeteries, factory buildings, factory owners’ palaces, and buildings of German 
financial and educational institutions. The contribution of the German minority to 
the development of the city, which was repressed from social consciousness in the 
first post-war period, is now being recalled again, which can be seen, for example, 
in the concern for the relics of the post-German cultural heritage, or in the sphere 
of toponymy − many streets and objects of the rapidly revitalising city space recall 
the memory of its distinguished citizens of German origin. Łódź, today devoid of 
German and Jewish inhabitants, due to its heritage still remains a multicultural city.
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