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IN MEMORIAM

KONRAD CZAPIEWSKI 
(1979–2022)

Konrad Łukasz Czapiewski was born on 24 April 
1979 in Warsaw, Poland. He was a human geogra-
pher and an associate professor at the Department 
of Rural Geography and Local Development at 
the Stanisław Leszczycki Institute of Geogra-
phy and Spatial Organization, Polish Academy 
of Sciences. His scientific interests were focused 
on rural geography (mainly success areas, sus-
tainable development of rural areas, functional 
structure of rural areas, and local development), 
socio-economic geography (human capital, ed-
ucation, knowledge transfer, endogenous poten-
tial, and intra-regional differentiations), and the 
methodology of geographical research.

In 2003, he graduated from the Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies at 
the University of Warsaw, specialising in socio-economic geography. His master’s 
thesis supervised by prof. M. Durydiwka was entitled Living conditions of rural 
population in Poland in the period of socio-economic transformation. In 2010, he 
defended his doctoral thesis in geographical sciences in the field of economic ge-
ography. The thesis was titled Concept of socio-economic successful rural areas 
and their identification in the Mazovia Region and it was supervised by prof. Jerzy 
Bański. In October 2021, he was awarded the degree of habilitated doctor.
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Konrad Czapiewski, thanks to his scientific and organisational activities, was 
well known both in the Polish and international fora. He was one of the most 
active members of the Polish Geographical Society, a national representative of 
the Association of Geographical Societies in Europe EUGEO; he was known by 
many and liked in the international geographic community. Since 2003 he has 
been an active member of the Main Board of the Polish Geographical Society 
and its Commission for Rural Areas. Since 2019 he has been a member of the 
Main Board of Committee for Spatial Economy and Regional Planning, Polish 
Academy of Sciences. In 2013, he became editor-in-chief of Studia Obszarów 
Wiejskich (Rural Studies journal), published by the Polish Geographical Society 
in cooperation with the Institute of Geography and Spatial Organization, Polish 
Academy of Sciences. He was a partner leader in the ‘SPOT – Sustainable Spatial 
Planning of Tourism Destinations’ project.

He published more than 100 scientific publications, participated in nearly 120 
conferences (including 25 as a guest or keynote speaker), and was involved in the 
implementation of 57 research projects (including 10 international).

Konrad was a very good friend to numerous researchers. He was always cheer-
ful and optimistic about life. He talked a lot and beautifully about traveling, which 
was his greatest passion. Nothing was impossible for him, so he willingly offered 
advice in many spheres of daily life and work. We will all remember his bril-
liant comments in ongoing scientific discussions during our meetings. Konrad 
was a person with an extraordinary geographical sensitivity to the surrounding 
world, which he was able to observe closely. He died during a trip to Mexico on 
25 August 2022.

We have shared dreams, ideas, already started publications, projects, and in-
itiatives that we will have to implement and develop, unfortunately, without his 
participation.

Rest in peace our dearest Friend! 
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