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Covered with Writing...  
– Products on a Paper Base

From the Archaeological Research 
at the Former Gestapo Headquarters 

in Anstadt Avenue in Łódź
Zapisane… – wyroby na podłożu  

papierowym pochodzące z badań  
archeologicznych dawnej siedziby Gestapo  

przy al. Anstadta w Łodzi

Abstract: During the archaeological research con-
ducted in 2019 under the project “The Former 
Headquarters of the Gestapo and the Communist 
Provincial Office of Public Security in Anstadt 
Avenue in Łódź. Interdisciplinary Site Research” 
under the supervision of Dr Olgierd Ławryno
wicz, an object filled with products on a paper 
base and bookbinding materials was found in one 

of the excavations. This paper attempts to clarify 
the chronology of paper products and to identi-
fy their type (typescripts, prints of monetary val-
ue, books, bookbinding materials, arrangement 
drawings, other paper products) and the materi-
al used. The visible content was identified using 
basic research methods and digital photograph-
ic documentation of it was made to preserve it.
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Introduction

Interdisciplinary research into urban sites allow to learn and reconstruct the history 
of people and places from the perspective of the items found, stratification, and 
written and spoken sources. Implementation of the project “The Former Head-
quarters of the Gestapo and the Communist Provincial Office of Public Security 
in Anstadt Avenue in Łódź. Interdisciplinary Site Research”, coordinated by 
Dr Olgierd Ławrynowicz (Ławrynowicz et al. 2022), initiated ethnographic and 
archaeological field work in 2019. The aim was to conduct in-depth ethnographic 
interviews with living witnesses to the events of 1939–1959, including those whose 
biography and experience, even the contemporary one, are connected with the place 
explored, to identify the existing and former architecture, and to find objects and 
movable artefacts connected with the operation of both institutions.

In July 2019, archaeological research started at 7–9 Anstadt Avenue in Łódź, 
which in 1939–1945 was used by the German Geheime Staatspolizei (Gestapo) 
and then, in 1945–1959, by the Provincial Office of Public Security in Łódź. In 
1959, the building at 7 Anstadt Avenue (plot no. S2–14/1) became a school. At 
first, it was Primary School No. 98, and then Secondary School No. 12, which is 
still located there today. The buildings at 9 Anstadt Avenue are now taken care 
of by the Provincial Police Headquarters in Łódź (plots no. S2–13/3 and S2–13/5). 

Fig. 1.  Łódź, 9 Anstadt Avenue. Location of the archaeological excavations 
(prepared by O. Ławrynowicz, W. Duda, K. Wiliński).
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Before September 1939, when Gestapo officers took over the properties in Anstadt 
Avenue described, they were to house a modern Jewish school of the Association 
of Jewish Schools. These plans were thwarted by the outbreak of the Second 
World War.

During the archaeological research conducted in 2019 (Fig. 1), an object meas-
uring 1.0 x 1.3 m was uncovered in trial trench no. 12 (and its extension 12 B), filled 
with paper products (mostly printed), elements of binder covers, and other paper 
items with the total thickness of approx. 0.25 m (Fig. 2), identification of which 
was only possible based on laboratory tests.

Aims and methods

Studying items on a paper base is extremely time-consuming and difficult. It re-
quires researchers to conduct extensive comparable studies and analyses requiring 
specialist knowledge (e.g. Wieprzkowski 1983: 75–124; Piszczek 1990: 188–196; 
Van Der Reyden 1992: 117–138; Kasiura, Szymańska 2005: 63–79; Sobucki, Jeżewska 
2015; Kwaśniewicz 2021; Praktyczne rekomendacje… 2021: 7–16). The aim of the 
activities undertaken was to clarify the chronology of paper products, to identify 
their type (typescripts, prints of monetary value, books, bookbinding materials, 
arrangement drawings, other paper products) and the material used, to conduct 

Fig. 2.  Łódź, 9 Anstadt Avenue. Pit 12, extension B. An object filled with products 
on a paper base (photograph by O. Ławrynowicz).
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in-depth analysis of the content using basic research methods, and to make digital 
photographic documentation of it to preserve it.

To achieve the aims set, the typological method, a case study, and methods 
for identifying the item and/or material (Sobucki, Jeżewska 2015: 173–177) were 
used, along with the assessment of the material biodegradation extent. All the 
activities were mostly based on the experience of researchers and conservator-re-
storers of items made of organic materials from the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Methods of work on artefacts of this type, drawn from archaeological 
and inventorying research into the crypts in Szczuczyn (Grupa et al. 2014: 86–97), 
the archaeological and exhumation research in Kharkiv (Grupa 1998: 75–83; 
2001: 157–158; Grupa, Kaźmierczak 2001) and in Katyn (Drążkowska, Grupa 
1996: 78–90; Dutkiewicz 1996: 37–38, 44), and library collections were analysed 
(Ochrona i konserwacja… 1998; Beintkner 2018: 106–114; Kwaśniewicz 2021). The 
research on paper products from Anstadt Avenue involved also organoleptic 
and microscopic methods due to their non-invasive character (Bicchieri et al. 
2019: 1–12). All techniques and tools available in the Laboratory of Dating and 
Conservation of Artifacts of the Institute of Archaeology of the University of 
Lodz were used, which enabled employment of the methods listed.

Paper products from the archaeological research

Starting in the nineteenth century, the amount of paper produced considerably 
increased, but its quality suffered. The twentieth-century paper was mostly made 
of wood. Production with added so-called rags nearly disappeared, which meant 
that the fibre (cellulose) stopped being the main component of paper, replaced 
with less durable hemicellulose and lignin (Sobucki, Jeżewska 2015: 13–17). The 
time also saw a rapid development of printing inks and dyes, some of which fade 
after a dozen or so years, while some have excellent properties (e.g. those based 
on paraffin) (Wieprzkowski 1983: 12).

It is assumed that the state of preservation of items made of organic ma-
terials is affected by mechanical, physicochemical, and biological factors 
(Krzyżanowski, Apanasewicz 1969; Wieprzkowski 1983: 33–36; Praktyczne reko-
mendacje… 2021: 8–10). Determination of the reasons for and types of damage has 
a direct effect on the way such artefacts are handled (Piszczek 1990: 188–196). The 
fragments of paper items with bookbinding elements described were deposited in 
an excavation at a depth of 35 cm under the ground. They were exposed to many 
harmful damaging factors, some of which were (10) mechanical – e.g. the pressure 
of soil layers and the use of the area as a car park after they had been deposited, 
and, presumably, tears, crumpling, and the breakdown of covers during use; some 
were (2) physicochemical – the items were frozen, dried, and soaked in rainwater 
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and groundwater (in the area explored, the groundwater table is located at a depth 
of approx. 1 m below the ground); and some were (3) biological – the items were 
surrounded by soil layers with multiple micro- and macroorganisms, and rodents.

The volume of the trial trench containing paper products and bookbinding 
materials did not exceed 0.33 m3, which is why it was decided to explore the whole 
backfill along with the surrounding soil layers. This was to protect the historical 
material from damage and drying, and to enable identification of the historical 
substance under laboratory conditions. The items uncovered were immediately put 
into tight polyethylene bags and placed in transport boxes with lids of adequate 
size. Before the research and inventorying work started, the items were stored in 
a room with lowered temperature, in a shaded place.

Analysis results

The historical material obtained during the archaeological work in Anstadt Avenue 
in Łódź includes more than 500 fragments. These are mostly concretions of miner-
alised paper, additionally contaminated with sand, loam, and products of organic 
matter decomposition. The securing and inventorying work undertaken allowed to 
partially identify the collection explored. Despite the efforts, it was impossible 
to separate individual sheets. Out of concern for the historical substance and its 

Fig. 3.  Fragment of consolidated sheets during inventorying and identification work 
(photograph by A. Olczyk, I. Sidorczuk).
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preservation, only in a few cases were blended blocks of a few sheets separated 
(Fig. 3). A serious problem that made it difficult to identify paper was its con-
siderable fragmentation and its poor state of preservation. In a majority of cases, 
fragments are 10–60 mm long. Only a few exceed approximately 60–110 mm. 
Due to the size of individual elements, the analysed collection was divided into: 
large (measuring 6–11 cm) and small (1–5 cm) fragments. Using the state of pres-
ervation as another criterion for classifying paper products, fragments with well 
and moderately well preserved print/inscriptions were distinguished, along with 
fragments decomposed to a considerable and medium extent (Fig. 4).

Typescripts and prints of monetary value

In this group, among hundreds of fragments of paper artefacts studied, one of 
the fragments was recognised as a fragment of a banknote or a stamp, securities, 
a food coupon (?), with a number 40 (Fig. 5), and a few dozen typescript fragments. 
Unfortunately, the poor state of preservation made it very difficult to identify 
them or clearly read the text. On fifteen fragments classified as typescripts, the 
following, rather modest, content was identified:

Fig. 4.  Compilation of products on a paper base under the microscope (with reflected 
and transmitted light), visible mineralisation of samples (photograph by M. Majorek).
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• on the first large fragment of consolidated typescripts, today light brown in
colour, there are partially legible inscriptions on jagged lower edges (Fig. 6a):

– an inscription in red ink, perhaps impressed by a different paper product:

uso(…) 
wy(…)

– an inscription in black ink on multiple pages:

(…)je 
(…)p(…) 
un(…) 
(…)cjo 
(…)ze 

(…)mnieć, że 
(…)anic 

(…)aracji 
Prze(…) (…)mowie

• on the second large fragment of consolidated typescripts, today light brown in 
colour, there are partially legible inscriptions on jagged upper edges (Fig. 6b):

(…)się 
awom(…) 
(…)ożeby 

jest 
Polacy w Niemc(…) [Poles in German] 

SEJMIK ZWIĄZ(…) [REGIONAL COUNCIL (…)] 
W niedzie(…) [On Sunda] 

sejmik dzielnicy [district council]

• on the third large fragment of consolidated typescripts, today white and grey
and light brown in colour, there is a legible inscription on the first page (Fig. 6c):

Starostwa Łódzkieg(…) [Łódź Starosty] 
/–/ (…)siak

• on the following twelve small fragments of consolidated typescripts, today
white and grey and light brown in colour, there are barely legible inscriptions,
with some being so-called mirror reflections; from the left (Fig. 6d):
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(…)pie 
Prac(…) 

lecz./(…)rzed(…) 
(…)obotn(…) [robotnik/robotnicy ? – Authors’ note] [worker/workers ?] 

(…)nos(…) 
(…)ad(…) 

ta(…)/(…)do(…) 
(…)wiem / jak(…) 

(…)o myśli / N.r 1 poz. [No. 1 item] 
(…) odowego / (…)®o… 

(…)GUZ (GDZ?) 4(…) [a round stamp] 
(…)nku

These scanty inscriptions make it impossible to identify the typescripts. 
Some hopes were pinned on a fragment with the inscription Starostwa Łódz
kieg(o) [Łódź Starosty] and, most probably, a fragment of a surname (…)siak. 

Fig. 5. Fragment of a paper product with number 40 (photograph by M. Majorek).
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Fig. 6.  Fragments  
of preserved  
consolidated  
typescripts  
(photograph by 
O. Ławrynowicz, 
M. Majorek).

c

d
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Assuming that the analysed collection comes from the interwar period, per-
sonal details of those in charge of the Łódź Starosty were examined. These 
persons included Antoni Remiszewski (1918–1926), Jan Dychdalewicz (until 
1927), Aleksy Rżewski (until 1933), Wincenty Makowski (until 1937), and 
Franciszek Denys (until 1939) (Kurzyk 2004: 120). Unfortunately, the list of 
starosts from the years 1918–1939 includes no one of this name. The search 
should be continued.

Books

The largest group among the analysed paper products contains fragments of 
books. As a result of post-deposition processes, neighbouring pages got nearly 
completely consolidated and paper got strongly mineralised. However, this is a 
group with larger fragments, lower extent of material decomposition, and a rel-
atively well-preserved print on individual pages.

The first publication identified during securing and inventorying activities was 
Mechanika w swym rozwoju historycznym (Mechanics in Its Historical Development) 
(Fig. 7). The book was published by Instytut Wydawniczy “Bibljoteka Polska” in 
1924. It is a collection of lectures of Professor Feliks Kucharzewski from the War-
saw Technical University from 1921 (Szcześniak, Ataman 2018: 957). Thus, it can 
be said that the publication is an example of specialist literature. Perhaps it was 
owned by a teacher or a student intending to study technical subjects, or it could 
have been one of the volumes from the school library. We know that schools had 
collections available for lending and that they tried to promote reading (Kacz-
marek 2015: 37–46). The Report of the Girls’ Gymnasium of the Association 
of Jewish Secondary Schools in Łódź for the school year 1929/1930, which was 
an institution analogous to the Gymnasium created in 1939 in Anstadt Avenue, 
informs that the catalogue of the students’ library included 3,850 volumes, with 
1,252 being Polish works and 1,016 being works in Hebrew. However, these were 
not all books on the inventory of the educational institution. In secondary schools, 
apart from collections meant for students, there were also collections for teachers. 
They were kept in a separate library called fundamental (Kaczmarek 2015: 41). 
It had 1,386 volumes (Sprawozdanie Gimnazjum… 1930: 96–97 [Report of the 
Girls’ Gymnasium of the Association of Jewish Secondary Schools in Łódź for 
the School Year 1929/30]). Interestingly, according to a study of 1922/1923, the 
number of books on the inventory of students’ libraries in gymnasia in the Łódź 
Province was the highest in the country (Kaczmarek 2015: 41). Due to lack of any 
preserved ex libris that would explicitly determine the origin of Mechanika… as 
a school or private collection, we are unable to say whether the book was one of 
the volumes available in the library.
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Fig. 7.  Fragment of Mechanika w swym rozwoju historycznym published in 1924,  
which is a collection of lectures of Professor Feliks Kucharzewski from 1921  
(photograph by A. Olczyk, I. Sidorczuk, I. Podolska-Rutkowska).
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Another publication identified during conservation work was Physikalis-
che Apparate: Preisliste nr 50, Band II und III (Fig. 8). These are catalogues of 
physical equipment that, due to its educational value, could be used in school 
laboratories. These multi-page volumes were created c 1900 by German, French, 
and British manufacturers. One of them was Max Kohl, an entrepreneur from 
Chemnitz, dealing with electrical engineering, optics, and precision mechanics. 

Fig. 8.  Fragments of Physikalische Apparate: Preisliste nr 50, Band II und III,  
a catalogue of physical equipment published after 1900 (photograph by A. Olczyk, 
I. Sidorczuk, I. Podolska-Rutkowska).
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His plant specialised in the production of equipment for scientific, educational, 
and technical purposes. After M. Kohl’s death, his company was transformed 
into a joint-stock company (Sächsische Biografie). Its activity continued until 
the Second World War, while its products – compasses – can be found, for 
example, in the equipment of German soldiers. After Germany’s defeat, most 
machines were sent to the Soviet Union, and the plant was incorporated into 
the national company Volkseigener Betrieb (Sound & Science: Digital Histories). 
Commercial catalogues of Max Kohl’s products, which included a few thousand 
teaching aids, were also translated into other languages, such as French (Appareils 
de physique…). The first pages usually presented letters of congratulation from 
teachers and professors, and exhibition medals (Brenni 2012: 204). The equip-
ment on offer allowed to demonstrate all sorts of phenomena and laws of physics. 
The diversity of the range was reflected by the fact that the catalogue included 
a few instruments for performing the same experiment or demonstrating the 
same issue, e.g. Physikalische Apparate: Preisliste No. 50 provides more than ten 
instruments demonstrating the hydrostatic paradox, approx. 100 induction coils, 
and approx. 100 vacuum pumps. All products had numbers and prices (Brenni 
2012: 216). Most educational institutions that had the equipment presented 
in, among others, Kohl’s catalogues, probably did not used it during everyday 
classes. It was a marker of status rather than something used in class (Brenni 
2012: 191). How was it in the case of the Gymnasium of the Association of Jewish 
Secondary Schools in Anstadt Avenue in Łódź? The remains of Physikalische 
Apparate. Preisliste No. 50 found during archaeological research do not prove that 
the institution had the equipment presented in the catalogue. The Report of the 
Girls’ Gymnasium quoted above provides information about the equipment of 
the school’s physical laboratory. The instruments listed included, for example, 
Kipp’s apparatus, a parallelogram of forces according to Frick, the Atwood 
machine, the Oestoed instrument, a manometric flame with a rotating mirror, 
10 boxes for mechanics, acoustics, and heat, 10 boxes for optics, 10 boxes for 
electromagnetism, copper and oxyhydrogen voltmeters, and an instrument 
for testing the Boyle-Mariotte Law (Sprawozdanie Gimnazjum… 1930: 96). Thus, 
it can be assumed that the physical laboratory of the newly created school in 
Anstadt Avenue also had instruments for educational purposes. Perhaps the 
catalogue is what remained after the equipment had been bought or an illus-
tration of brutally changed plans for further development of the Gymnasium.

The paper artefacts discussed in this group can be definitely linked to the 
fact that the building at 7 Anstadt Avenue was occupied by the Gymnasium of 
the Association of Jewish Secondary Schools in Łódź. In terms of topics, books 
from 1912 and 1924 are mostly connected with teaching and education. Although 
they are not textbooks, they could definitely come from the school’s collection.
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Bookbinding materials  
and arrangement drawings

The materials books consist of, apart from the already mentioned print, included 
wood, cardboard, linen, bookbinding thread, metal, adhesives, and plastic (Baka
larz 2011: 45).

In the group of bookbinding materials found, a dozen or so out of a few hun-
dred fragments of book covers and bindings as well as arrangement drawings 
impressed on them were subjected to protective measures and formal and iden-
tification analysis. The selection was necessary due to the very poor state of pres-
ervation of the material. The collection includes fragments of historical material, 
with approximate dimensions ranging from 10 x 20 mm to 60 x 90 mm. The traces 
registered on the damaged fragments indicate that they could come from more 
than one binding. Referring to the identified publications described above, the 
fragmentarily preserved imprints of arrangement drawings on bindings suggest 
that the binders or files could include technical teaching aids, such as machine 
sketches and sections. The documented items also include fragments of leather, 
wood, fabrics, and metal.

Leather

A majority of leather cover parts are not very characteristic fragments of diverse forms. 
They are dark brown in colour, which, as it may be assumed, is a result of post-depo-
sition processes. They include fragments of leather with visible viscous imprints of 
binding linen and fragments forming an integral whole with a rust-eaten iron mesh. 
Only one damaged fragment of a leather cover, measuring approx. 35 x 40 mm, bears 
traces of an inventory stamp (?) with preserved numbers 2 and 0 (Fig. 9a).

The analysed leather artefacts were brittle and crumbly. This is a result of a long 
deposition in the ground, which involved soaking with water causing the rinsing 
off of tanning agents and fats (Drążkowska, Grupa 1996: 80). Additionally, it is 
worth emphasising that leather can be easily attacked by insects and microorgan-
isms (Strzelczyk, Karbowska-Berent 2004: 125–133; Bakalarz 2011: 46). Another 
reason for the present state of these items is the fact that covers were probably made 
of low-quality materials. This was characteristic of innovative methods of leather 
manufacturing technology introduced in the nineteenth century. New tanning 
techniques led to deterioration of the mechanical properties of leather. The tradition 
of creating high-quality binding was virtually completely abandoned and replaced 
with a simplified, yet more effective, binding technology (Brade et al. 1916; Verheyen, 
Conn 2003: 48; Kołątaj 2020: 135). Books were bound in sheep, pig, calf, and goat 
skin (Bakalarz 2011: 46; Szybowska 2011: 6). The use of bookbinding leather, apart 
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from the aesthetic value, offered some practical properties. Leather reinforced the 
structure of the binding and protected places most prone to damage, meaning 
the spine and corners (Baker 2006: 24).

Wood

The collection of the archaeological materials obtained during the research in Anstadt 
Avenue in Łódź also contains at least fifteen fragments of flat boards. They could come 
from book bindings, but not necessarily. They include a small irregular fragment 
measuring approx. 40 x 50 mm with integral remains of leather and metal (Fig. 9b).

a
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Wood was used for binding medieval written works, but it was much less fre-
quently used for this purpose in the modern period (Bakalarz 2011: 45). With time, 
this technique was replaced with less permanent materials (Knapek 2016: 280; 
Kołątaj 2020: 135–139). The archaeological materials in question were identified 
as fragments of twentieth-century prints, which basically corresponds with the 
character of the site explored. The argument advanced raises a question about 
the point of classifying the wood obtained as an element of binding. 

Textiles

The artefacts included a few small fragments of leather bound in damaged linen 
(Fig. 9c) and pieces covered with imprints of adhesive forming an outline of a textile 
weave (plain weave 1/1).

Binding linen played a significant role among the bookbinder’s tools. It was 
used to bind books or binders. Most probably, cellulose textiles were used for 
this purpose. Traditionally, sturdy, thick hemp textiles or considerably thinner 

b
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cotton and linen textiles were used. Textiles were usually not dyed due to the 
acidic, harmful reaction of dyes (Bakalarz 2011: 45–46). Presumably, some of 
the fragments bear traces of finish – a thin layer of a synthetic material (Wie-
przkowski 1983: 14).

Metal

During the analysis of the historical material, four scraps of leather with fragments 
of metal mesh were identified. Three pieces, measuring approximately 20 x 30 mm, 
20 x 40 mm, and 30 x 40 mm, were selected for analysis. The characteristic red 
and orange corrosion indicates the use of iron (Fig. 9d).

Metal is one of the rarely used bookbinding materials. Oxidising book elements 
made of iron or copper have a negative effect on the durability of written and 
writing sources (Bakalarz 2011: 49).

c
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The covers and bindings from the archaeological site in Anstadt Avenue in 
Łódź have been preserved in a considerably degraded form. Despite in-depth 
analysis and a source survey, we are unable to recreate the actual appearance of 
the binding of the discovered book relics. 

Paper products from Anstadt Avenue  
as citations from the past

While we are able to accurately describe the types of the explored artefacts and 
their age, it is difficult to interpret them. What knowledge of the past of the place 
explored do they offer? What is their heuristic status? Obvious decomposition 
and the rudimentary possibility of “reading” paper products make the analysed 

Fig. 9.  Fragments of bookbinding materials (cardboard, leather, textile imprints, 
fragments of wood) (photograph by A. Olczyk, I. Sidorczuk, I. Podolska-Rutkowska).

d
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archaeological items difficult historical sources. From the perspective of classical 
historiography, which uses the metaphor of a historical source (from which, as if 
from a source of water, absolute truth spurts), the items on a paper base from the 
archaeological research in Anstadt Avenue in Łódź are of no great heuristic use. 
They raise more questions than they provide answers.

Classical historiography fetishises and emphasises the source itself, its form, origin, 
and content (Piasek 2019: 136). This is why the discovered remains of typescripts, 
prints of monetary value, books, and bookbinding materials might be disappoint-
ing to researchers who expect the studied object to reflect the past like a mirror. 
However, the twentieth century saw changes to the conceptualisation of historical 
sources, influenced by, among others, the anthropologisation of history. Sources are 
no longer understood as repositories of past facts, and today they constitute a dynamic 
information structure (Piasek 2019: 137, 139).

Non-classical historiography equates theoretical constructs, which can be used 
to study the past, with sources (study objects), contributing to the destruction of 
the myth of a historical source. The evidence of human consciousness, a cultural 
text, a relic, or a text from the past are terms from the dictionary of the non-clas-
sical orientation and historical anthropology, which shed some light on the value 
of the artefacts from Anstadt Avenue. It is not their factographic dimension 
that draws attention, but the circumstances in which they play the role of relics 
(Pomian 2014: 33).

Non-classical historiography emphasises the “reality that cannot be seen di-
rectly”, the deep layer of history, and the Braudelian structures of long duration, 
marginalising single facts from the past and history of short duration – the surface 
layer of reality (Piasek 2019: 137–142). Lack of a possibility to fully “read” the paper 
products discussed in this paper encourages to resign from the perspective of the 
source and to interpret them as a text or – due to their fragmentary form – as 
a citation from the past. A citation that can only be understood in relationship 
to other citations: things and stories that grant them meaning.

Conclusions

Preliminarily dated to the interwar period, the analysed items on a paper base and 
bookbinding elements are considerably damaged due to mechanical, physicochem-
ical, and biological factors. The reasons for paper destruction to be considered 
include those pre- and post-deposition. Mechanical factors that could have an 
effect on the state of preservation of the items include translocation (for example, 
on the level of in situ protection) and all kinds of damage caused during their use, 
which, at this stage, are difficult to distinguish and name, and which most proba-
bly played the most damaging role. In the case of items made of organic materials, 
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it is most important to ensure constant conditions (mostly in terms of temperature, 
humidity, and shading). This state was first disturbed at the time of deposition, 
and then again when they were uncovered. It is worth once again emphasising that 
the items were found at a freezing depth, which means that they repeatedly froze 
and thawed. During the site inspection, it was also noticed that the groundwater 
table was high. There is a fear that the items discovered could have stayed in wet 
conditions for a long time. Moreover, one should consider biological factors: bac-
teria, fungi, insects, and rodents, which undoubtedly penetrated the ground at 
a small depth. In the case of the collection in question, a great majority of paper 
products look under the microscope as transformed paper pulp. On most of the 
fragments identified the whole surface got spongy, while the sheets and potential 
covers got glued together and nearly completely consolidated, or petrified. Due to 
the uniqueness of the find, it seems that after consultations with representatives 
of many disciplines it will be possible to identify more elements of the collection, 
which, after advanced conservation treatment, may contribute to the identifica-
tion of other products on a paper base. The time of deposition of the collection 
analysed has not been determined to date. The year 1939 seems to be terminus 
ante quem for this find.
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Streszczenie

Podczas badań archeologicznych prowadzonych w 2019 r. w ramach projektu „Dawna 
siedziba Gestapo i Wojewódzkiego Urzędu Bezpieczeństwa Publicznego przy al. An-
stadta w Łodzi. Interdyscyplinarne badania miejsca” pod kierunkiem dra Olgierda 
Ławrynowicza w jednym z wykopów odnaleziono obiekt wypełniony wyrobami 
na podłożu papierowym oraz materiałami introligatorskimi. W artykule podjęto 
próbę doprecyzowania chronologii wyrobów papierowych, rozpoznania ich rodzaju 
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(maszynopis, druk wartościowy, książka, materiał introligatorski, rysunek techniczny, 
inne wyroby papierowe) i użytego surowca. Wykonano identyfikację odsłoniętych 
treści przy użyciu podstawowych metod badawczych oraz ich cyfrową dokumentację 
fotograficzną w ramach działań ochronnych.

Słowa kluczowe: dawna siedziba Gestapo, XX w., wyroby papierowe, introligatorstwo, 
archeologia, antropologia historyczna
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