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Abstract: The year 2025 marks exactly one hundred years since the founding of the Polish Anthropolog-
ical Society in Poznań (November 12, 1925), initiated by Professor Adam Wrzosek of the University of 
Poznań, who became its first president, as well as the 150th anniversary of Adam Wrzosek’s birth. This 
year also marks the 120th anniversary of the establishment, on the initiative of Kazimierz Stołyhwo, of the 
first institution devoted to physical anthropology in Poland and the first in Eastern Europe: The Anthro-
pological Laboratory at the Museum of Industry and Agriculture in Warsaw (1905). Year 2026 will record 
the centenary of the publication of the first volume of the Polish Anthropological Society journal “Przegląd 
Antropologiczny”, now “Anthropological Review” (1926), and the 170th anniversary of the beginning of an-
thropology as a university discipline (1856), considered the year when the first anthropology lectures were 
given at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków by Professor Józef Majer. A number of works devoted to the 
history of physical/biological anthropology in Poland have been documented in the literature, especially the 
history of individual centers, published in the 1950s on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the disci-
pline in 1956, as well as studies on the history of Polish anthropology in a more comprehensive approach 
on other occasions. This article explores the history of biological anthropology in Poland, narrated mostly 
through short biographies of its founders – the professors whose work and achievements contributed to the 
development of the discipline, becoming part of the history of science. The biographical histories essentially 
cover the 19th and 20th centuries and include the professors who have either already made history or who 
have turned 75 on the date of publication of this article (born up to 1950).
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The Dawn of Interest 
in Anthropology in Poland  

– the 19th Century

Historical Background
The origins of interest in anthropology 
in Poland date to the early 19th century. 
This was a  period of political turmoil 
in Poland, which had ceased to exist as 
an independent state for over 120 years. 
The First Polish Republic, as a result of 
three successive partitions by its neigh-
boring states, was finally dissolved at the 
end of the 18th century (1795). The Rus-
sian Empire annexed 62.8% of the lands 
of the Crown of the Kingdom of Poland 
and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the 
Kingdom of Prussia annexed 18.7%, and 
the Habsburg Monarchy, later the Austri-
an Empire, annexed 18.5%.

At the beginning of the 19th centu-
ry, from part of the lands of the Prus-
sian partition, the dependent on France 
Duchy of Warsaw was created (1807–
15), with the King of Saxony as its ruler. 
However, shortly after Napoleon’s defeat 
in Russia, the Duchy of Warsaw legally 
ceased to exist, and from its lands, pur-
suant to the Russo-Austrian-Prussian 
Treaty of May 3rd, 1815, were created: 
(1) the Kingdom of Poland, joined by 
a personal union with the Russian Em-
pire, initially with its own constitution 
(1815–32) until the complete abolition 
of the Kingdom’s autonomy in 1867 
following the suppression of the Janu-
ary Uprising; (2) a province subordinate 
to Prussia – the Grand Duchy of Posen 
(1815–48), whose autonomy was abol-
ished after the failure of the Greater Po-
land/Poznań Uprising of 1848; and (3) 
the Republic of Kraków with the Free 
City of Kraków (1815–46), annexed to 
the Austrian Empire after the downfall 

of the Kraków Uprising of 1846. In the 
following years, until the end of World 
War I (1918), Poland would no longer 
appear on the map of Europe.

At the beginning of the 19th century, 
three universities were operating in Po-
land: (1) the Jagiellonian University in 
Kraków, one of the oldest universities in 
the world, founded by King Casimir III 
the Great in 1364; (2) the Universi-
ty of Vilnius, founded by King Stephen 
Báthory in 1579; and (3) the University 
of Lvov, founded by King John II Casimir 
Vasa in 1661. In 1816, a fourth univer-
sity, the University of Warsaw, was es-
tablished by an edict issued by the Tsar 
of Russia and King of Poland Alexander 
I Romanov. 

The development of science in Po-
land, including anthropology, and the ac-
tivities of universities and departments/
chairs, thus depended on what the par-
titioning powers permitted or prohib-
ited. Polish universities existed within 
the Russian and Austrian partitions but 
were periodically closed – Russified in 
the Russian partition and Germanized 
in the Austrian partition. No higher edu-
cation institution of a national character 
was ever established in the territory of 
the Prussian partition (Popiński 2018), 
later the German Empire.

First Publications and Emergence of 
a University Discipline

The pioneers of anthropological thought 
in Poland were naturalists, and above all, 
physicians, most of whom practiced med-
icine. The first naturalist of note here was 
Jędrzej Śniadecki (1768–1838), born in 
the village of Rydlewo, near Żnin (Kuya
vian-Pomeranian Voivodeship), doctor of 
medicine and professor of chemistry at 
Vilnius University. Śniadecki, long-time 
president of the Vilnius Medical Society 
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and full member of the Warsaw Society 
of Friends of Science1, was a  pioneer of 
physical education in Poland and a pro-
moter of hygiene. His work, “O  fizycz-
nym wychowaniu dzieci”, first published 
in the “Dziennik Wileński” in 1805, and 
as a collected work in 1840, constituted 
the beginning of research on human bio-
logical development and the health-pro-
moting education of society. He is also 
known for his two-volume work, “Teorya 
jestestw organicznych”, in which he de-
fined (Śniadecki 1811: paragraph 222) 
and outlined the science of man, devot-
ing Volume II to matters concerning hu-
man biology and physiology.

In 1818, also in Vilnius, the first Pol-
ish anthropology book was published, 
entitled “Antropologia. O  własnościach 
człowieka fizycznych i  moralnych”, by 
Józef Jasiński (17??–1833), born on the 
outskirts of Grodno, graduate of the Fac-
ulty of Medicine at Vilnius University, 
member of the Vilnius Medical Society, 
and a proponent of the Vilnius evolution-
ary school (Gronkiewicz 1989). 

Elements of anthropology and ethnol-
ogy can also be found in the 1824 work 
“Śledzenie początku narodów słowiańs-
kich” by Wawrzyniec Surowiecki 
(1769–1827), economist, educator, ed-
ucational activist, and historian (Slavic 
scholar) born in Imielenko (Greater Po-
land Voivodeship). This work, apart from 
topics in the field of linguistics, addressed 
the issue of human morphological diver-

1	 The Warsaw Society of Friends of Science (Towarzystwo Warszawskie Przyjaciół Nauk) was a scientific 
society uniting researchers in various fields, active from 1800 to 1832 (until it was abolished by the 
Tsarist authorities).

2	 The Academy of Arts and Sciences (Akademia Umiejętności) was a scientific institution established 
in 1872 in Kraków (first meeting in 1873), which arose from the Kraków Scientific Society. In 1918, it 
was transformed into the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences. In 1952, the communist authorities 
transferred all its assets and research facilities to the Polish Academy of Sciences. The reconstruction 
of the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences was only made possible by the change of regime in 1989.

sity and provided an outline of the eth-
nogenesis of European nations, including 
Poles. Surowiecki, a member of the War-
saw Society of Friends of Science, was 
one of the main pioneers of research into 
the history and culture of the Slavs and 
a co-organizer of the first Royal Universi-
ty of Warsaw (founded in November 1816 
by the Commission of Religious Denom-
inations and Public Enlightenment).

The rise of Polish anthropology as 
a university discipline is considered the 
year 1856, when Professor Józef Majer 
delivered first lectures on anthropology 
from a university chair in Poland, during 
the partition period. 

Józef Majer (1808–1899) – Kraków-
born physiologist, professor of medical 
sciences, dean of the Faculty of Medicine 
and rector of the Jagiellonian University, 
doctor honoris causa of the Jagiellonian 
University and the University of Lvov, 
president of the Kraków Scientific Soci-
ety, founding member of the Academy of 
Arts and Sciences2 and its first president, 
as well as an initiator of the Anthropo-
logical Commission at the Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, which he chaired for 
many years (1874–1890), from its estab-
lishment in March 1874. The Anthropo-
logical Commission became an associa-
tion of Polish anthropologists, something 
akin to the anthropological societies that 
were established in the years 1859–73 
in various scientific centers of Europe at 
that time (Czekanowski 1948b).
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Lectures in anthropology began, one 
might say, fortuitously during the parti-
tions (Austrian partition) and the ruthless 
germanization of the Jagiellonian Uni-
versity, which imposed German as the 
language of instruction (1853). Although 
Majer could have, in fact, begun lectur-
ing in German, he declared that he did 
not speak it sufficiently (Wrzosek 1957).  
After temporarily resigning from the 
Chair of Physiology at the Jagiellonian 
University (until 1860), he went on to lec-
ture in Polish on subjects not required for 
students, including anthropology (1856–
73). With these lectures, Majer paved the 
way for the development of anthropology 
in Poland and, eventually, the establish-
ment of the first Chair of Anthropology at 
the Jagiellonian University (1908).

Associated with Galicia and Kraków 
from 1871 was Izydor Kopernicki (1825–
1891), physician, anatomist, and anthro-
pologist born in Czyżówka (present-day 
Ukraine). He was the first Polish professor 
educated in anthropology. While in exile, 
Kopernicki became acquainted with the 
world-leading French anthropology de-
veloped by Paul Broca in Paris, ultimately 
establishing the final direction of his sci-
entific passions (Godycki 1956). Having 
come to Poland from the University of Bu-
charest, and unsuccessfully applying for 
a chair in anatomy in Kraków, he subse-
quently obtained a doctorate in medicine 
and a habilitation in anthropology (1878). 
From 1874, he volunteered to organize 
the Anthropological Commission at the 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, becoming 
its secretary without yet being a member. 
Until his death, he was the editor of the 
Commission’s publishing house “Zbiór 

3	 “Private associate professor” (privatdozent) – a person with a postdoctoral degree who lectured at a uni-
versity, but without a full-time position, and financed not from the university budget but from student 
contributions.

Wiadomości do Antropologii Krajowej”, 
the first Polish anthropological and eth-
nographic scientific journal, published in 
the years 1877–95.

Izydor Kopernicki initiated field re-
search. Collaborating scientifically with 
Józef Majer together, through surveys, 
they collected and processed material on 
the physical characteristics of the popu-
lation of the Austrian partition (totalling 
approximately 7,000 surveys), publish-
ing the work “Charakterystyka fizyczna 
ludności galicyjskiej…” in Volume I  of 
the Commission (1877), and then Part 
II in Volume IX (1885). He was interest-
ed in the craniology of Slavs, Bulgarians, 
prehistoric skulls, the Roma, and the 
Ainu people (the latter obtained from the 
zoologist and physician, an anthropology 
enthusiast, Benedykt Dybowski [see The 
Lvov Center section]). He created a cran-
iograph of his own design to improve 
skull measurement methods. In 1876, as 
a private associate professor3, Kopernicki 
resumed his anthropology lectures at the 
Jagiellonian University, which had been 
interrupted by Józef Majer. Towards the 
end of his life, in 1886, he was appoint-
ed associate professor at the Jagiellonian 
University, but without obtaining a chair, 
despite his long-standing efforts and do-
nation of an extensive collection of skulls 
and books to the university (Wrzosek 
1929, Godycki 1956), which would be-
come the germination of the Jagiellonian 
University Anthropological Museum. 

After Kopernicki’s death in 1891, 
anthropology lectures at the Faculty of 
Medicine of the Jagiellonian University 
in Kraków were suspended and would 
be revived at the university’s Faculty of 
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Philosophy only after 17 years, in 1908. 
Meanwhile, at the turn of the 20th centu-
ry, the work in the field of anthropology 
was led by Ludwik Krzywicki (Stołyhwo 
1938).

Ludwik Krzywicki (1859–1941) 
– born in Płock (Masovian Voivodeship) 
sociologist, ethnologist, anthropologist, 
demographer, and participant in the labor 
movement. He was a professor at the Fly-
ing University4, the Free Polish Universi-
ty5 (as well as its rector), and later at the 
University of Warsaw, where, in 1921, 
the Chair of the History of Social Sys-
tems was created for him (ad personam). 
He was a member of the Polish Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, and doctor honoris 
causa of Vytautas Magnus University in 
Kaunas (1940), the leading authority in 
Polish social sciences at the turn of the 
20th century. 

Krzywicki, characterized by an ex-
traordinary versatility of his scholarly 
interests (Krzeczkowski 1938, Hołda 
Róziewicz 1969, Hrynkiewicz 2012), in 
the field of anthropology, then being un-
derstood holistically – as a collection of 
all sciences concerning the humanities, 
published, among others: “Ludy. Zarys 
antropologii etnicznej” (1893), and “Kurs 
systematyczny antropologii. 1. Rasy fizy-
czne” (1897), which served on one hand, 
as textbooks for anthropology, and on 
the other, to popularize the discipline. 
Of interest is that Krzywicki’s attitude 
towards “human races” diverged from 
the dominant views at the turn of the 
20th century. He emphasized the conti-
nuity of morphological variation, calling 

4	 The Flying University (Uniwersytet Latający) was an informal institution of higher education operating 
in Warsaw from 1882 to 1905. Its name denoted the lack of a permanent location and the constant 
shifting of lecture venues.

5	 The Free Polish University (Wolna Wszechnica Polska) was a private university established in Warsaw 
in 1916, conducting research and teaching until 1952.

racial types “somewhat artificial catego-
ries” (Krzywicki 1897: 9) and subject to 
change, and stated:

Pure types are abstractions, 
separated by analysis from the 

actual racial mixture. 
(Krzywicki 1897: 44)

This part of Ludwik Krzywicki’s work 
is overlooked in contemporary sociolog-
ical anthropology (Kubica 2015), and in 
biological anthropology – once, in the era 
of typology, underestimated, and today 
– completely forgotten.

The First Anthropological 
Centers – the 20th Century to 

World War II

The Warsaw Center
 Resulting from the activities of Ludwik 
Krzywicki, Julian Talko-Hryncewicz (see 
The Kraków Center section) and a num-
ber of provincial physicians, the interest 
in anthropology sparked the establish-
ment, on the initiative of Kazimierz 
Stołyhwo (see The Kraków Center sec-
tion) in 1905, in the then Russian parti-
tion, of the Anthropological Laboratory at 
the Museum of Industry and Agriculture 
in Warsaw – the first center in Poland 
and the first in Eastern Europe dealing 
with physical anthropology. In 1911 this 
center, already a well-organized scientif-
ic institution, was transferred, together 
with all its equipment, to an academic 
and research institution – the Warsaw 
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Scientific Society6, where it existed until 
1939. In 1920, in independent Poland, 
the Anthropological Laboratory was 
converted into a  department, and then 
(1921) into the Institute of Anthropo-
logical Sciences of the Warsaw Scientif-
ic Society (comprising two departments 
and a  museum), which was recognized 
as the Polish branch of the Internation-
al Institute of Anthropology, bringing 
together all the most preeminent Polish 
anthropologists and ethnologists (apart 
from K. Stołyhwo, also including: B. Dy-
bowski, L.  Krzywicki, J.  Talko-Hrynce-
wicz, and J. Czekanowski).

The University of Warsaw, founded 
in 1816, was dissolved and revived sever-
al times under various names during the 
first hundred years of its existence7. When 
the Russian troops left Warsaw in 1915 
and were replaced by German troops, they 
authorized the establishment of a  Pol-
ish-language university (for nearly half 
a  century, the language of instruction at 
the University of Warsaw had been Rus-
sian). In 1915, Edward Loth, one of the or-
ganizers of the new University of Warsaw, 
took over the Chair of Human Anatomy 
at the Faculty of Medicine.

Edward Loth (1884–1944) – War-
saw-born anthropologist, anatomist, and 
orthopedic surgeon, pioneer of the “an-
thropomorphology of soft parts”, from 
1915 the chair in Human Anatomy at 

6	 The Warsaw Scientific Society (Towarzystwo Naukowe Warszawskie) – founded in 1907 in Warsaw with 
the aim of “developing and supporting research in all branches of knowledge and publishing scientific 
works in Polish”, became a scientific institution. It was liquidated with the establishment of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences at the First Congress of Polish Science in 1951, in conjunction with the Staliniza-
tion of science by the communists.

7	 Royal University of Warsaw (1816–31), Warsaw Main School (1862–69), Imperial University of Warsaw 
(1870–1915).

8	 The University of the Western Lands (Uniwersytet Ziem Zachodnich) – a clandestine Polish university 
operating in Warsaw and its surrounding area during World War II, established in 1940, most of whose 
lecturers came from the University of Poznań, which had been closed by the Germans.

the University of Warsaw (professor from 
1921), member of the Warsaw Scientific 
Society and the Polish Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, lecturer at the clandestine 
University of the Western Lands8, and 
medical chief of the Polish Army Train-
ing Inspectorate (1917–18). Loth was 
imprisoned twice in Pawiak Prison – the 
largest German political prison in occu-
pied Poland from 1939 to 1944. During 
the Warsaw Uprising, in which he would 
perish, Professor Loth, holding the rank 
of lieutenant colonel, served as med-
ical chief officer of the Home Army’s 
Mokotów District.

Educated in Zurich (where he studied 
anatomy and anthropology), Bonn, Göt-
tingen, and Heidelberg (medical studies), 
Loth, after returning to Poland, conduct-
ed comparative research on the soft parts 
(primarily muscles) of humans in rela-
tion to primates. He was a  continuator 
of Carl Gegenbaur’s Heidelberg school 
of comparative anatomy and the found-
er of developmental anatomy in Poland. 
In 1927, he proposed the establishment 
of the International Committee for the 
Study of Soft Parts, whose chairman was 
the renowned British anthropologist and 
anatomist, Sir Arthur Keith (1866–1955) 
(Czekanowski 1946-47, Odrowąż-Szu
kiewicz 1975). In 1931, he published the 
world-renowned monograph “Anthropol-
ogie des parties molles”, which received 
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a prestigious award from the Internation-
al Institute of Anthropology. He was also 
a co-organizer and participant in a Polish 
research expedition to Uganda (1938/39), 
from which he brought back a large col-
lection of primates and osteological ma-
terial (human skulls). Jan Czekanowski 
(1948a), in listing the leading centers of 
Polish anthropology in the interwar pe-
riod, called the center headed by Loth 
the “Warsaw morphological-compara-
tive school.” Loth was considered an 
anatomy enthusiast (during whose time 
dissection rooms were “scientifically re-
vived”), an excellent educator, and effi-
cient organizer, and had many students 
who later became professors of anatomy 
and surgeons. However, his research area 
found few followers in Poland and, after 
his death, was not systematically contin-
ued. His most important book publica-
tion was “Człowiek przeszłości” (1938).

Meanwhile, in 1920, during the Pol-
ish-Soviet War9, the Military Anthropol-
ogy Department was established in the 
Ministry of Military Affairs (with the 
participation of Kazimierz Stołyhwo, 
who subsequently incorporated it into 
the Institute of Anthropological Scienc-
es of the Warsaw Scientific Society under 
his direction). In 1924, a special depart-
ment was established within the Minis-
try of Military Affairs – the anthropolog-
ical section, entrusted to Jan Mydlarski 
(see The Wrocław Center section), who, 
from 1921 onwards, co-conducted mass 
anthropometric measurements of re-
cruits and soldiers for the army – the so-
called “military anthropological survey” 
(Stęślicka 1957). 

9	 A two-year armed conflict (1919–1921) between the Republic of Poland (Second Polish Republic) and 
Soviet Russia, which sought to implement the idea of ​​communist revolution throughout Europe 
and transform European states into Soviet republics, ending with a Polish victory (including the famous 
Battle of Warsaw of 1920) and stopping the expansion of Bolshevism.

In 1931, at the Central Institute of 
Physical Education in Warsaw, founded 
in 1929 on the initiative of the Head of 
State – Marshal Józef Piłsudski as an ac-
ademic school with a sports and military 
character (later the Academy of Physical 
Education in Warsaw), the Department 
of Anthropology and Biometry was es-
tablished, which was also headed by Jan 
Mydlarski until 1939 (and for two years 
after World War II).

The Kraków Center
Józef Majer and Izydor Kopernicki (see 
First Publications and Emergence of a 
University Discipline  section) with their 
lectures on anthropology paved the way 
for the establishment of the first Chair 
of Anthropology at the Jagiellonian 
University in Kraków. In 1908, Julian 
Talko-Hryncewicz was appointed asso-
ciate professor of anthropology at the 
Jagiellonian University (then in the Aus-
trian partition), creating the first chair of 
anthropology at a  university in Poland 
(simultaneously with the Czech Uni-
versity in Prague), which was the result 
of many years of efforts initiated by his 
mentor, Izydor Kopernicki (Jasicki 1957). 
In November 1911, at the Faculty of 
Philosophy in the Collegium Juridicum, 
Talko-Hryncewicz delivered the inau-
gural lecture at the opening of the new 
Department of Anthropology (Wrzosek 
1926, 1951; Kaczanowski 2008).

Julian Talko-Hryncewicz (1850–
1936) – born in Rukszany near Kaunas 
(present-day Lithuania) physician, eth-
nographer, and anthropologist who ex-
plored Siberia, professor and organizer 
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of anthropology departments at the 
Jagiellonian University (1908–14 and 
1918–30)10 and at Stefan Batory Uni-
versity in Vilnius (1920), member of the 
Anthropological Commission of the Jagi
ellonian University (1887). He studied 
in St. Petersburg, Kiev, Paris, and Vien-
na. He founded a  field he called “strict 
physical anthropology” (Jasicki 1957) 
and co-founded, together with Kazimierz 
Stolyhwo, the Kraków School of Anthro-
pology. The first honorary member of the 
Polish Anthropological Society (1927) 
and doctor honoris causa from the Jagiel-
lonian University (1926).

In the 1880s, in the Ukrainian steppes 
near Ryzhanivka, Talko-Hryncewicz dis-
covered a  Scythian burial mounds (kur-
gans). During his sojourn in Eastern 
Siberia (in the Transbaikal region), he or-
ganized natural, archaeological, and eth-
nographic expeditions, and studied graves 
and burial customs. After returning from 
Russia, as a professor at the Jagiellonian 
University, he began longitudinal stud-
ies of the development of children and 
adolescents in Kraków schools. His next 
important endeavors included collecting 
materials on Polish highlanders – publica-
tions: “Górale polscy jako grupa antropo-
logiczna” (1916) and “Materiały do antro-
pologii górali polskich” (1934), research 
on the 14th–16th-century skeletal cemetery 
at Łankiszki near Nacza in Lithuania, 

10	 During the period 1914–18, when Julian Talko-Hryncewicz was away from Kraków – in St. Petersburg 
and Lithuania, the department was headed by Adam Wrzosek.

11	 A  potential candidate, Jan Czekanowski, did not have a  good reputation in Kraków circles, which 
considered his academic direction „one-sided and harmful” and the Lvov anthropological school „ex-
pansive and full of impertinence” (Jasicki 1957: 33, from a  letter from Henryk Hoyer, professor of 
comparative anatomy at the Jagiellonian University, to Kazimierz Stołyhwo dated January 28, 1932). 
As a result, neither Czekanowski nor his students were considered for positions in Kraków.

12	 The Society for Scientific Courses (Towarzystwo Kursów Naukowych) – a  private higher education 
institution in Warsaw operating in the years 1905–18, which was established as a continuation of the 
previously existing illegal Flying University and transformed in 1916 into the Free Polish University.

and collecting skeletal material from for-
mer Kraków residents from old cemeter-
ies –  publication: “Mieszkańcy Krakowa  
z  X–XX wieku: studjum antropo-bio-
socjologiczne” (1926) (Jasicki 1957). He 
also wrote the book “Człowiek na zie-
miach naszych” (1913). His students in-
cluded future professors Kazimierz Stoły-
hwo and Bronisław Jasicki.

Following Talko-Hryncewicz’s re-
tirement in 1930, Kazimierz Stołyhwo, 
the founder of the first Polish center for 
physical anthropology in Warsaw and 
an opponent of the Lvov School of An-
thropology, was finally elected to fill the 
Chair of Anthropology at the Jagiellonian 
University after the chair had been va-
cant for several years11.

Kazimierz Stolyhwo (1880–1966) 
–  born in Brajłów (formerly Brahiłów) in 
Podolia (present-day Ukraine) anthro-
pologist, founder of the Anthropological 
Laboratory at the Museum of Industry 
and Agriculture, then at the Warsaw Sci-
entific Society (which he headed 1905–34), 
co-organizer of the Department of Mili-
tary Anthropology (1920), lecturer at the 
Society for Scientific Courses12, the Free 
Polish University, and the University of 
Warsaw (at the Faculty of Medicine), and 
professor at the Jagiellonian University. 
He studied  at the Imperial University of 
Warsaw, then in Berlin, Munich, and Paris 
(at the Broca Laboratory of the École d’An-
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thropologie de Paris under the supervision 
of Léonce Manouvrier), and received his 
PhD from Charles University in Prague 
(1926). In 1933 he was appointed head of 
the Chair and Department of Anthropolo-
gy at the Faculty of Philosophy, Jagielloni-
an University in Kraków (until 1960) and 
was dean of the Faculty of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences of the Jagiellonian 
University (1946–47). In November 1939, 
Stołyhwo, sharing the fate of many profes-
sors at the Jagiellonian University, was im-
prisoned (until April 1940) in the German 
Nazi concentration camp in Sachsenhaus-
en near Berlin. He was a member of the 
Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences, an 
honorary member of the Polish Eugenics 
Society (1937) and the Polish Anthropolog-
ical Society (1959), and was awarded the 
Officer’s Cross of the Order of the Legion 
of Honor of the French Republic (1926) (Ja-
sicki 1978, Musiał 2016).

Stołyhwo, while still in Warsaw, and 
before taking up the Chair of Anthropol-
ogy in Kraków, engaged in polemics with 
German anthropologists – including Gus-
tav Schwalbe – regarding the species sta-
tus of Neanderthal man (so-called Homo 
primigenius), conducted research in Po-
land and abroad (including in museums 
in Vienna, Argentina, Padua, Bologna, 
and Florence), and collected anthropolog-
ical materials in Siberia and among the 
Kashubians in Pomerania. Based on his 
lectures and thanks to the efforts of stu-
dents of the Medical Club (Malinowski 
1996), the textbook “Zarys antropologii. 
Podręcznik antropologii dla studentów 
medycyny” (1928) was published. After 
taking up the Chair of Anthropology in 
Kraków, Stołyhwo began to prepare an 
anthropological survey of the population 
of Polish Silesia, collecting material con-
sisting of nearly 25,000 specimens in to-
tal (“Struktura antropologiczna polskiego 

Śląska” 1939) and in the 1930s, togeth-
er with his wife – Eugenia Stołyhwo, de-
veloped an analytical method called the 
Stołyhwos’ “cross-sectional correlation 
method” for distinguishing racial types 
(Jasicki 1957). The second set of mate-
rials he collected consisted of studies on 
human ontogenetic development, mainly 
among school youth from Kraków. This 
field of research would later become one 
of the foremost research topics of Kraków 
anthropologists. Among his students were 
future professors: Paweł Sikora, Stanisław 
Panek, and Napoleon Wolański.

Figure 1. Kazimierz Stołyhwo with Fabio Frasset-
to of the University of Bologna (sitting) – the 
author of the facial reconstruction of Dante 
Alighieri (bust) – and the assistants of the De-
partment of Anthropology, Faculty of Philos-
ophy, the Jagiellonian University in Kraków. 
From the left: Bronisław Jasicki, Paweł Siko-
ra, Włodzimierz Nielipiński (1938). (Source: 
Archives of the Department of Anthropology, 
Jagiellonian University)

The Lvov Center
The establishment of an anthropology 
center in Lvov (then part of the Russian 
partition) was at the end of the 19th cen-
tury, the subject of unsuccessful efforts by 
Benedykt Dybowski (Czekanowski 1956, 
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Stołyhwo 1957) after he took over the 
Chair of Zoology at the University of Lvov.

Benedykt Dybowski (1833–1930) 
– born in Adamaryn (Minsk Governorate, 
present-day Belarus) physician, zoologist, 
traveler, explorer of Siberia, lecturer at the 
Main School of Warsaw, professor at the 
University of Lvov (1884–1906), mem-
ber of the Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and one of the best-known figures among 
Polish exiles, whose death sentence for 
active participation in organizing the Jan-
uary Uprising was commuted to 12 years 
of exile in Siberia. Dybowski, an anthro-
pology enthusiast (and later a proponent 
of “anthropotechnics” – eugenics [Dy-
bowski 1924–28]), collected anthropo-
metric and osteological materials from 
the vanishing Kamchadal and Ainu tribes 
during his expedition to Kamchatka in 
1879–83. The measurements were lost, 
but the skulls and skeletons were donat-
ed to Izydor Kopernicki (see First Publica­
tions and Emergence of a University Dis­
cipline  section) for the future museum of 
the Jagiellonian University Anthropology 
Department in Kraków (Stołyhwo 1957). 
He constructed several anthropological 
instruments of his own design, including 
a profilotractor, which were later given to 
Julian Talko-Hryncewicz.

Coincidentally, in 1908, a  Chair of 
Ethnology was established at the Univer-
sity of Lvov, however, it was vacated two 
years later. In 1911, Jan Czekanowski, 
who was then completing the publication 
of the first volume on the results of an 
African expedition, was offered the posi-
tion. He was eventually appointed to the 
Chair of Anthropology and Ethnology in 
1913 (Czekanowski 1956).

13	 The University of Lvov had various names throughout its history, during the time of Jan Czekanowski: 
the Franciscan University (1817–1918), the Jan Kazimierz University (1919–39), and the Ivan Franko 
State University of Lvov (1940–41).

Jan Czekanowski (1882–1965) – born 
in Głuchów, near Grójec (Masovian 
Voivodeship) anthropologist, ethnologist/
ethnographer, and statistician, professor 
at the University of Lvov13 (1913–41 and 
its rector from 1934–36), and after World 
War II professor at the Catholic Universi-
ty of Lublin (1945–49) and the Univer-
sity of Poznań (1946–60), later the Adam 
Mickiewicz University. He was the cre-
ator of the so-called Lvov School of An-
thropology (called by Czekanowski him-
self the “Synthetic Lvov School”), which 
for half a century (1913–65) set the tone 
for almost all anthropological research 
in Poland – hence the later term “Polish 
Anthropological School”. He was a mem-
ber of almost all the most important eth-
nographic and anthropological organiza-
tions, including the Polish Ethnographic 
Society, the Polish Copernicus Society of 
Naturalists (president for many years), 
the Scientific Society of Lvov, the Warsaw 
Scientific Society, the Polish Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, and the Polish Acade-
my of Sciences (in 1959–65 he chaired its 
Anthropological Committee). He was also 
honorary member of the Swiss Anthropo-
logical and Ethnological Society (1955), 
the Polish Anthropological Society (1959), 
and the Royal Anthropological Institute 
of Great Britain and Ireland (1961) and 
received honorary doctorates from the 
University of Wrocław (1959) and Adam 
Mickiewicz University in Poznań (1962).

Czekanowski studied in Zurich (doc-
toral degree under the Swiss anthropol-
ogist Rudolf Martin), and after complet-
ing his studies, in 1907, he obtained 
a position as an assistant in the African 
Studies Department at the Royal Muse-
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um of Ethnology (Königliches Museum 
für Völkerkunde) in Berlin, under the 
ethnologist Professor Felix von Luschan. 
From there, as an ethnographer and an-
thropologist, he took part in the German 
interdisciplinary scientific expedition 
led by Duke Adolf Frederick of Mecklen-
burg, to Central Africa (1907–08, where 
he remained a year longer), researching, 
among other things, the Bantu and Pyg-

14	 The skulls were brought to Berlin, catalogued and measured by Czekanowski, and donated to the mu-
seum collection of Professor F. von Luschan (Guardian 6/10/2017). They originated primarily from the 
then Kingdom of Rwanda (a German-controlled territory) and were collected from indigenous people 
who did not bury their dead. For over 100 years, they were stored in the collections of the Charité 
Medical University in Berlin, from where they were donated to the Prussian Foundation for Cultural 
Heritage in 2011 and subsequently designated for return to Africa (DW 09/06/2023).

my peoples, and acquiring rich ethno-
graphic collections and anthropological 
materials (measurements of the indige-
nous population and over 1,000 skulls14 
[Czekanowski 1951, Bar and Tymowski 
2023]). In 1911–13 he was curator of the 
African Department of the Ethnograph-
ic Museum of the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences in St. Petersburg, from where he 
moved to the University of Lvov.

Figure 2. Jan Czekanowski (center) surrounded by students (1st row first from the right – Jan Mydlarski) 
in the first year of the existence of the Department of Anthropology and Ethnology of the Faculty of 
Philosophy at the University of Lvov (academic year 1913/14). (Source: Czekanowski 1956)
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In the first half of the 20th century, 
Czekanowski elevated the meaning and 
importance of anthropology in Poland. 
He defined anthropology as a science “in-
vestigating the biological basis of social 
phenomena” (Czekanowski 1956: 39), 
and his primary goal was to transform 
Polish anthropology into an exact sci-
ence, drawing inspiration from the Eng-
lish biometric school of Francis Galton 
and Karl Pearson. His ambition was to 
invent a mathematical method for classi-
fying individuals based on multiple traits 
simultaneously (Bielicki 1959). Czeka-
nowski’s methodological innovations in-
cluded (Bielicki et al. 1985, 1989): 
	– the concept of “average difference” 

(DD statistic), the first measure of bi-
ological distance, 

	– the concept of a  square matrix of 
these distances (the so-called Czeka-
nowski table), 

	– a  method for ordering this matrix 
(Czekanowski diagram) – a method of 
cluster analysis.
He introduced numerical taxonomy 

to racial classification, developing a  so-
phisticated framework for anthropolog-
ical typology based on his diagraphic 
method of differences and similarities 
(Czekanowski 1909, 1962). Historically, 
this was the first method of cluster anal-
ysis in the world (Krzyśko 2010). He was 
convinced that his method of calculating 
racial composition was groundbreaking 
and considered it his greatest achieve-
ment. The theory of distinguishing “ra-
cial types” and the method of calculating 
“racial compositions” of a population (the 
percentage of individual “racial elements” 
within it) seemed simple, coherent, and 
elegant, but it did not stand the test of 
time: simplicity proved to be a simplifi-
cation and, therefore, the main weakness 
of the theory (Bielicki et al. 1985, 1989). 

This line of research is now considered 
historical and is no longer pursued in ac-
ademic research. This is what Bielicki, 
Krupiński and Strzałko wrote about Pro-
fessor Czekanowski:

Czekanowski was a scholar in the 
old, grandiose, professorial style, 
a Sage, adored by some, admired 
by many, and intensely disliked 

by a few. 
(Bielicki et al. 1985: 21)

His major book publications include: 
“Zarys metod statystycznych w zastoso-
waniu do antropologii” (1913) – the first 
textbook on mathematical statistics in 
Polish; “Wstęp do historii Słowian: Per-
spektywy antropologiczne, etnograficzne, 
archeologiczne i językowe” (1927, 1957); 
and “Człowiek w  czasie i  przestrzeni” 
(1927, 1934, 1967). Jan Czekanowski’s 
students at various stages of their careers 
included later doctors and professors: 
Jan Mydlarski, Father Bolesław Rosiński, 
Karol Stojanowski, Stanisław Klimek 
(killed in the Battle of the Bzura River 
in 1939), Salomon Czortkower (died in 
the Lvov Ghetto in 1943), Tadeusz Hen-
zel, Stanisław Żejmo-Żejmis (killed in 
Auschwitz in 1942), Adam Wanke, and 
Franciszek Wokroj (Czekanowski 1956).

To mark the 60th anniversary of Jan 
Czekanowski’s scientific work, the ed-
itors of “Materiały i  Prace Antropolog-
iczne” dedicated one issue of the pub-
lishing series to a commemorative book 
dedicated to him (Wanke 1964). On the 
centenary of Jan Czekanowski’s birth, 
a  commemorative academic conference 
was organized at Adam Mickiewicz 
University in Poznań (September 9–10, 
1982), titled “The Polish School of An-
thropology on the 100th Anniversary 
of the Birth of its Founder, Jan Czeka-
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nowski”, and a collective volume “Teoria 
i  empiria w  Polskiej Szkole Antropolo
gicznej”, was later published (1985). 

In September 1939, resulting from 
the pact between Stalin’s Soviet Russia 
and Hitler’s Nazi Germany (the Molo-
tov-Ribbentrop Pact), Lvov became part 
of the Soviet Empire. By late June 1941, 
it was under German occupation, and 
ultimately, following the Yalta Agree-
ments (1945), Lvov became part of the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. Po-
land, therefore, lost its pre-war “capital” 
of anthropology.

The Vilnius Center
The pioneers of anthropological thought 
in the Vilnius region were the aforemen-
tioned physicians Jędrzej Śniadecki and 
Józef Jasiński (see First Publications and 
Emergence of a University Discipline  sec-
tion), whose anthropological works were 
published in the first two decades of the 
19th century. In 1832, by decree of Tsar 
Nicholas I, as part of the repression fol-
lowing the November Uprising, Vilnius 
University was closed and only reactivat-
ed in the Second Polish Republic in 1919 
as Stefan Batory University in Vilnius. 

In 1919, the Department of Anthro-
pology and Prehistory of the University 
of Vilnius was established, which took up 
a professor of anthropology at the Jagiel-
lonian University – Julian Talko-Hrynce-
wicz (1920), beginning the acquisition 
of collections (including those from the 
Vilnius Museum of Antiquities) and the  
organization of the department. How-
ever, the Polish-Soviet War interrupted 
Talko-Hryncewicz’s activities, and after 
a few months later that same year, he re-
turned permanently to Kraków. The lec-
tures on anthropology at the Faculty of 
Medicine were then taken over by Michał 
Reicher.

Michał Reicher (1888–1973) – born 
in Sosnowiec (Silesian Voivodeship) an-
thropologist and anatomist trained in 
Zurich (PhD 1912). He held a  schol-
arship at the Carnegie Institution in 
Baltimore (1914), was a member of the 
Department of Anatomy at the Univer-
sity of Warsaw (1915–20), founder of 
the Collegium Anatomicum in Vilnius, 
which remains active today, and pro-
fessor of anatomy at the Stefan Batory 
University in Vilnius (from 1920 until 
its closure by the Lithuanian authorities 
in 1939) and at the Medical Academy in 
Gdańsk from 1945. He co-authored and 
continued work on the comprehensive 
human anatomy textbook “Anatomia 
człowieka”, begun by the Kraków anato-
mist and anthropologist Professor Adam 
Bochenek (1875–1913), was an honorary 
Member of the Polish Anatomical Soci-
ety (1964), and doctor honoris causa of 
the Medical Academy of Gdańsk (1965). 
Michał Reicher, like Edward Loth in 
Warsaw, conducted research on the in-
tersection of anatomy and anthropology, 
known as “the anthropomorphology of 
soft parts”, studies on the growth and 
body proportions of human fetuses, ty-
pological studies on the constitutional 
structure of the human body, and stud-
ies on the Lithuanian ethnic minority 
– the Karaites of Trakai and Vilnius (Rei
cher and Sylwanowicz 1956). Reicher ’s 
students included, among others, the 
anatomist and anthropologist Witold 
Sylwanowicz in Vilnius, and the anthro-
pologist and paleopathologist Judyta 
Gładkowska-Rzeczycka in Gdańsk (see 
The Białystok Center section).

After World War II, Vilnius became 
the capital of the Lithuanian Soviet So-
cialist Republic, thus ending the short, 
barely twenty-year history of the Polish 
Vilnius anthropology center.
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The Poznań Center
Anthropology in Poznań did not have 
the same long traditions as the four pre-
viously mentioned academic centers in 
Poland. Only after the end of World War 
I, in May 1919, was a university estab-
lished in Poznań, thanks to the efforts 
of Professor Heliodor Święcicki (1854–
1923) – a Poznań-born physician, social 
activist, philanthropist, and the univer-
sity’s first rector. After the opening of 
the University of Poznań, work began to 
establish a Chair of Anthropology at the 
Faculty of Philosophy which, following 
the division of the faculty in 1925, was 
incorporated into the Faculty of Mathe-
matics and Natural Sciences. However, 
despite these efforts, the chair remained 
vacant.

In 1920, the organization of a  sec-
ond Department of Anthropology at the 
Faculty of Medicine of the University 
of Poznań was initiated, with Professor 
Adam Wrzosek as its head. 

The third anthropological institu-
tion, also at the Faculty of Medicine 
of  this university, was the Physical Ed-
ucation Center, which was established 
on the basis of the Chair of School Hy-
giene and Theory of Physical Education 
at the University of Poznań, and head-
ed by Eugeniusz Piasecki (1872–1947) 
– a Lvov-born physician, academic teach-
er, theoretician of physical education and 
school hygiene, and later patron of the 
Academy/University of Physical Educa-
tion in Poznań (Godycki 1958).

Adam Wrzosek (1875–1965) – born 
in Zagórze (near Dąbrowa Górnicza) 
pathologist, anthropologist, and his-
torian of medicine, founder of an ac-
ademic center for anthropology in 
Poznań. He studied at the universities 
of Kiev, Zurich, and Berlin (where he 

attended lectures by eminent German 
professors Rudolf Virchow and Robert 
Koch), and after obtaining his doctor-
ate in medicine and surgery in 1898, he 
continued his studies in Paris (attend-
ing lectures by Léonce Manouvrier), 
Zurich, Kraków, and Vienna. From 
1901, he worked at the Jagiellonian 
University: in the Chair of General and 
Experimental Pathology (1901–13), and 
in the Department of Anthropology 
(1913–18, first under Professor Julian 
Talko-Hryncewicz, and then as his re-
placement).

In 1920, Wrzosek – by then former 
professor at the Jagiellonian University 
in Kraków and the University of Warsaw 
(1918) and former head of the Depart-
ment of Science and Higher Education 
in the Ministry of Religious Denomina-
tions and Public Enlightenment (1919–
20), was appointed organizer and first 
dean of the newly established Faculty 
of Medicine at the University of Poznań 
(1921–23), where he headed up two de-
partments: the Department of History 
and Philosophy of Medicine and the De-
partment of Anthropology (from 1921), 
focusing, following the example of the 
French school, on physiological anthro-
pology, including body temperature, 
pulse, and visual acuity (Ćwirko-Gody-
cki 1935, Godycki 1958). He introduced 
anthropology into medical studies, and 
on his initiative the Polish Anthropo-
logical Society was founded in Poznań 
in 1925, of which he was the first pres-
ident (1925–48). He was also founder 
and first editor-in-chief of the scientif-
ic journal “Przegląd Antropologiczny” 
(Anthropological Review) (1926–48 and 
1955–56)—the official organ of the Soci-
ety and, from 1938, of Polish anthropol-
ogy departments.
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Figure 3. Adam Wrzosek (second from the left) and Michał Ćwirko-Godycki (second from the right) sur-
rounded by volunteer assistants of the Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Medicine, University 
of Poznań, in the osteological collections of its second location – Marcinkowski Collegium in Wilda 
(1935). (Source: Archives of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Poznań branch)

15	 The Poznań Academy of Medicine, like other such medical universities in Poland, was established as 
an independent institution in 1950, when, by a decree of the Council of Ministers, the Faculties of 

From 1935 to 1939, while working 
in Poznań, Adam Wrzosek commuted to 
Vilnius, where he lectured at the Stefan 
Batory University. During the war, he 
co-organized the Faculty of Medicine at 
the clandestine University of the West-
ern Lands in Warsaw. After the defeat 
of the Warsaw Uprising, he settled in 
Grodzisk Mazowiecki (in the Chrzanów 
manor), where he continued his clan-
destine medical teaching. When, after 
the war, in 1945, the Department of 
Anthropology was reactivated and, re-
sulting from Professor Wrzosek’s efforts, 
a  Chair at the Faculty of Medicine of 
the Poznań University was created, he 
was reappointed as its head. Soon af-

terwards, however (in 1947), the com-
munist authorities of the Stalinist era 
removed him from his position and for-
cibly retired him. In the years 1947–50, 
Wrzosek continued to work at the uni-
versity but had to agree to accept the 
position of “contract junior assistant,” 
and then, renewable monthly, an “as-
sociate professor” without teaching du-
ties (Musielak 2022). In January 1957, 
during the “Gomułka thaw” (a  period 
of liberalization of the political system 
and limitation of communist repres-
sion in Poland), he was reinstated as 
professor of the Chair of the History of 
Medicine at the then Poznań Academy 
of Medicine15, where he worked until 
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1959. Member of the Academy of Med-
ical Sciences and the Polish Academy of 
Arts and Sciences; honorary member of 
the Poznań Society of Friends of Scienc-
es (1912), distinguished member of the 
Polish Anthropological Society (1959), 
and doctor honoris causa of three uni-
versities: the Stefan Batory University 
in Vilnius (1929), the Poznań Academy 
of Medicine (1961), and the Jagielloni-
an University in Kraków (1964).

Adam Wrzosek compiled a  bibli-
ography of Polish anthropology “Bib-
liografia antropologii polskiej do roku 
1955 włącznie” (1960), wrote numer-
ous works on the history of anthro-
pology (including profiles of Julian 
Talko-Hryncewicz and Józef Majer) and 
works on human physiological charac-
teristics. Together with his student and 
later collaborator, Michał Ćwirko-Gody-
cki, in the 1920s he conducted anthro-
pological research on Kashubian school 
children (collecting material from 1,400 
individuals), in the years 1925–29 he 
conducted research on the cemetery of 
the Lusatian culture (dated to the peri-
od from 1000 to 400 BC) in Laski (near 
Kępno, Poznań Voivodeship), collecting 
material from over 1,500 urns, and in 
1932–35 conducted regular excavations 
at Ostrów Lednicki near Gniezno (10th–
13th centuries; totalling over 1,400 skel-
etons), which remains the most valuable 
skeletal collection in Poland to this day 
(Godycki 1958).

Michał Ćwirko-Godycki (1901–
1980) – born in Mińsk Litewski 
(present-day Belarus) physician and 

Medicine and Pharmacy were separated from universities. In 2007, the Poznań Academy of Medicine 
changed its name to the Poznań University of Medical Science (Uniwersytet Medyczny im. Karola 
Marcinkowskiego w Poznaniu).

16	 The Poznań Higher School of Physical Education was renamed the Poznań Academy of Physical Edu-
cation in 1973 (now Akademia Wychowania Fizycznego im. Eugeniusza Piaseckiego w Poznaniu).

anthropologist. Participant in the Pol-
ish-Bolshevik War. He was associated 
with the Department of Anthropology 
at the Poznań University/Adam Mic
kiewicz University in Poznań from 
1923 to 1971, initially as a  volunteer 
assistant while still a  student. After 
completing his medical studies, he 
studied at the École d’Anthropologie de 
Paris, a Parisian school of anthropolo-
gy. In 1931, he assumed the position of 
school hygiene inspector at the Poznań 
District School Board (until 1952). 
During World War II, he lectured at the 
clandestine University of the Western 
Lands. He participated in organizing 
the Higher/University School of Phys-
ical Education in Poznań16, established 
in 1950, where he organized and di-
rected (1953–68) two departments: the 
Department of Biology and Anthropol-
ogy, and the Department of Hygiene, 
while also serving as the Chair in Bio-
logical Sciences. From 1956 to 1965 he 
served as Rector of the Higher School 
of Physical Education for three terms; 
from 1960 to 1971 he was chairman 
of  the Commission on Anthropome-
try of the Polish Academy of Sciences. 
Head  of the Chair of Anthropology at 
Adam Mickiewicz University (1966–
69) and of one of its two departments, 
the Department of General Anthropol-
ogy (1967–69). President/vice-president 
of the Polish Anthropological Society 
(1948–56), editor-in-chief of “Przegląd 
Antropologiczny” (1957–77), distin-
guished member of the Polish Anthro-
pological Society (1965). First doctor 
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honoris causa of the Poznań Academy/
University of Physical Education (1975; 
on the 25th anniversary of the univer
sity’s independence).

Ćwirko-Godycki (who in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Poland usually used 
only the second part of his surname) 
contributed to the development of 
collaboration between anthropolo-
gy and archaeology and promoted the 
application of anthropology to phys-
ical education and sport. He pursued 
multifaceted research, with a  particu-
lar interest in child development. In-
terestingly, his first research, while 
still a  student, was conducted on the 
population of Kleck in the Nieśwież 
district, former Nowogródek Voivode-
ship (Dzierżykray-Rogalski 1973, Ma-
linowski 1981) – the birthplace of his 
later student and professor of anthro-
pology at Adam Mickiewicz Univer-
sity in Poznań – Jan Strzałko. One of 
Michał Ćwirko-Godycki’s most impor-
tant scientific achievements (Godycki 
1958) was a  longitudinal study of the 
developmental dynamics of school chil-
dren from Poznań (1930s, the results of 
which were lost during World War II) and 
children from the Poznań Voivodeship 
(1940s–1950s; N=180,000) – this ma-
terial was summarized in Chapter I of 
the monograph “Dziecko poznańskie” 
(1976). Together with Adam Wrzosek, 
he also studied Kashubian children and 
conducted research on  the Lusatian 
culture cemetery from the Bronze Age/
Halstatt period in Laski (a  cremation 
site) and an early medieval cemetery 
in Ostrów Lednicki (a skeletal site). He 
also participated in the 2nd Arab-Polish 

17	 Eugenics (from the Greek for „well-born”) – pseudoscientific ideology theoretically aimed at improving 
the condition of the human species (in the sphere of biology, mental characteristics and morality) 
through selection and control of reproduction.

Anthropological Expedition to Egypt 
(1962). In addition to the biology of 
human development and historical 
anthropology, he was interested in the 
development of the skeleton under the 
influence of muscles (the influence of 
the masticatory muscles on the shape 
of the skull), the history of medicine, 
and anthropometric techniques (he 
published the first textbook in Polish 
entitled “Zarys antropometrii” [1933, 
1952, 1956]). He compiled four parts of 
the bibliography of Polish anthropology 
covering the years 1956–1980 (“Biblio-
grafia antropologii polskiej”), and was 
also the author of several academic 
textbooks, including: “Antropologia. 
Dla studiujących wychowanie fizyczne” 
(1955).

Ćwirko-Godycki’s students, who 
later became professors (see Poznań 
section), included Andrzej Malinowski, 
Zbigniew Drozdowski, Jan Strzał-
ko, and Maria Danuta Kaliszewska- 
-Drozdowska. On the twentieth anni-
versary of his death – in 2000 – a study 
room was opened at the Museum of the 
First Piasts in Lednica to commemorate 
the participation of professors Adam 
Wrzosek and Michał Ćwirko-Godycki 
in the work related to the excavation 
of the Ostrów Lednicki cemetery in the 
1930s.

The third active employee of the in-
terwar Poznań center was Karol Sto-
janowski, a student of Jan Czekanowski, 
who arrived there from Lvov in 1926.

Karol Stojanowski (1895–1947) 
– born in Kobyłowłoki (western Ukraine) 
anthropologist, eugenicist17, social ac-
tivist (Scouting) and political activist 
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(National Camp). Participant in the Pol-
ish-Bolshevik War. He began working as 
a  teacher in 1919, moving to the uni-
versity in Lvov in 1921 (PhD in 1924), 
simultaneously serving as an assistant 
at the Chair of Prehistoric Archaeology, 
and then on to Poznań. He was head of 
the Laboratory of Applied Anthropome-
try at the Physical Education Center at 
the Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Poznań (1926–39) headed by Eugeniusz 
Piasecki, and head of the anthropological 
branch of the Department of Prehisto-
ry, University of Poznań (1934–39). He 
lectured at the clandestine University of 
the Western Lands. After World War II, in 
1945, due to political issues (as a leading 
activist of the National Party he was un-
der surveillance by the Security Office), 
he moved to the newly established Polish 
University of Wrocław, where he became 
the first head of the Department of An-
thropology at the Faculty of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences (Patalas 2010).

Stojanowski undertook research on 
physical fitness depending on body type 
and racial type and addressed German 
racism, outlining the threat of Ger-
man racism directed against Poland 
and Slavic countries. He attempted to 
demonstrate that Poland was on a par 
with Germany in terms of racial com-
position (particularly the frequency of 
Nordic elements). In his book “Rasowe 
podstawy eugeniki” (1927), he present-
ed the thesis that “Eugenics is a science 
and movement aimed solely at the good 
of the nation as a whole” (1927: 50) and 
made openly anti-Semitic statements, 
including that about the physical “de-
generation” of the Jewish population 
and their racial components, which 
were alien to the Polish population. 
Stojanowski concluded one section of 
this publication by stating:

To summarize my arguments, 
I state that the assimilation of 

Jews is undesirable for eugenic 
reasons. They must either 

emigrate or, having limited their 
birthrate, simply die out.
 (Stojanowski 1927: 69)

Centers Established After World 
War II (in 1940s–1950s)

In the postwar years, almost all anthro-
pology departments at Polish universi-
ties (with the exception of Kraków) were 
staffed by Jan Czekanowski’s students 
(Lublin – Jan Mydlarski, later replaced 
by Tadeusz Henzel; Wrocław – Karol 
Stojanowski, later replaced by Jan 
Mydlarski; Warsaw – father Bolesław 
Rosiński; Toruń – Franciszek Wokroj) 
or students of his students (Łódź – Ire-
neusz Michalski; Białystok – Tadeusz 
Dzierżykray-Rogalski). After World 
War II, Jan Czekanowski himself found 
employment briefly at the Catholic Uni-
versity of Lublin and for longer at the 
University of Poznań.

The Lublin Center
Lublin was a  city with a  long academic 
tradition, dating back to the 16th and 17th 
centuries, when religious schools—the 
seeds of higher education—were estab-
lished there: a  Talmudic academy and 
a  Jesuit college, followed by a  studium 
generale at the Dominican monastery. 
During the interwar period, Lublin host-
ed a Catholic university, founded in 1918 
under the name of the University of Lu-
blin (renamed the Catholic University 
of Lublin in 1928), which resumed its 
activities as the first Polish university 
after the German occupation already in 
August 1944.
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In October 1944, in Lublin, which 
for several months served as the capi-
tal of the People’s Republic of Poland, 
by decision of the Polish Committee of 
National Liberation (PKWN)18, the first 
secular, state university was established 
– the Maria Curie-Skłodowska Univer-
sity. It was intended to educate a  new 
intelligentsia from among the working 
and peasant classes (Kruszyński 2015). 
Its first rector was Professor Henryk 
Raabe, a zoologist (and political activist 
of the Polish Socialist Party). This new 
university in Lublin, the first in liberat-
ed Poland, offered professors, particular-
ly those from the Eastern Borderlands, 
the opportunity to quickly return to pro-
fessional work – the first official inaugu-
ration of the academic year took place in 
January 1945. 

Departments of Anthropology were 
established in early 1945 at both univer-
sities – the Catholic University of Lublin 
and Maria Curie-Skłodowska University 
(UMCS) (Czekanowski and Wiązowski 
1959), employing faculty from Lvov in 
managerial positions. At the end of 1949, 
a  third institution was established – the 
Department of Anthropology at the Facul-
ty of Medicine at UMCS. However, none 
survived for long, and by 1950, many 
academics had abandoned Lublin and 
UMCS, seeing little prospect for academic 
development due to unfulfilled ambitions 
and expectations, and the marginalization 
of the university (Kruszyński 2015). 

The first institution – the Chair of 
Anthropology at the Faculty of Human-

18	 The Polish Committee of National Liberation (Polski Komitet Wyzwolenia Narodowego, PKWN) 
– a political body established in Moscow by Stalin’s decision in July 1944. Its manifesto, published on 
July 22nd, proclaimed, among other things, land reform and the confiscation of German property. The 
PKWN was the first communist center of power in Poland (based in Lublin), and its founding was a key 
step in the creation of the People’s Republic of Poland, establishing a communist party monopoly and 
subordinating the country to the USSR.

ities at the Catholic University of Lub-
lin, with its Department of Ethnology 
and Sociology organized by ethnologist 
Józef Gajek, operated from 1945 to 
1949. Its head was the founder of the 
Lvov School of Anthropology himself, 
Jan Czekanowski (from 1946 onwards, 
working concurrently at the Universi-
ty of Poznań, to which he eventually 
transferred). 

The second institution, the De-
partment of Anthropology at the Fac-
ulty of Natural Sciences of Maria 
Curie-Skłodowska University, was es-
tablished in February 1945. Its first 
heads were Jan Czekanowski’s students, 
Jan Mydlarski (1945–49) (see The 
Wrocław Center section) and Tadeusz 
Henzel (1949–55), followed by J.  Myd-
larski’s students – Kazimierz Wiązowski 
(1955–63) and Krystyna Modrzewska 
(1964–69), who was its last head. As 
Mydlarski (1949) reported, the depart-
ment initially had nothing – neither 
books, research materials, measuring in-
struments, nor even furniture (except for 
a borrowed table and chair). Over time, 
he acquired a  series of African skulls 
from Uganda (previously brought over 
by Edward Loth), a series of skulls from 
devastated old cemeteries, casts of a se-
ries of skulls from Ngandong in Java (the 
analysis of which was entrusted to Wan-
da Stęślicka [see The Wrocław Center 
section]) and stuffed exhibits of mon-
keys and prosimians (Czekanowski and 
Wiązowski 1959). Wanda Stęślicka and 
Krystyna Modrzewska studied and later 



96 Katarzyna A. Kaszycka

worked at the Maria Curie-Skłodowska 
University in Lublin, while Halina Mi-
licer (see Warsaw section) and Tadeusz 
Dzierżykray-Rogalski (see The Białystok 
Center section) worked there briefly as 
assistants. 

Figure 4. Scientific staff of the Department of An-
thropology, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Maria 
Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin in the 
academic year 1947/48. From the left: Kazi-
mierz Wiązowski, Krystyna Modrzewska, Jan 
Mydlarski, Wanda Stęślicka, Tadeusz Dzierży
kray-Rogalski (Source: Multimedia Library 
Teatrnn.pl)

Tadeusz Henzel (1905–1955) – an 
anthropologist born in the village of 
Wygnanka near Chortkiv (present-day 
Ukraine). He worked at the Central In-
stitute of Physical Education in Warsaw 
before World War II, and after the war, 
as an associate professor at Maria Cu-
rie-Skłodowska University. His works 
included so-called ethnic anthropology/
typology, particularly of African peoples 
(“Pigmeje centralno-afrykańscy. Studium 
antropologiczne” 1934), as well as re-
search methodology. 

Krystyna Modrzewska (Mandel-
baum, Frenkiel) (1919–2008) – a  War-
saw-born anthropologist, physician, and 
writer. Before the Second World War, 
she studied in Bologna (1937–39 under 
Professor Frassetto), and after the war, 

at Maria Curie-Skłodowska University. 
A student of Jan Mydlarski (PhD 1948), 
she was a  researcher at UMCS in Lub-
lin (1947–49 and 1956–69 – with breaks 
for medical practice), the University of 
Poznań (1949–50), the Medical Acade-
my/University of Białystok (1950–55), 
and Uppsala University (1971–85). Her 
scientific interests focused on human 
genetics and demography, and she also 
studied PTC (phenylthiocarbamide) sen-
sitivity. In the 1950s, she led excava-
tions at an early medieval cemetery in 
the village of Czarna Wielka. After the 
events of March 1968, “Due to growing 
conflicts at the university, repression by 
the authorities, intrusive surveillance, 
and deepening anti-Semitic sentiment”, 
K. Modrzewska decided to leave Poland 
in 1970 and emigrate to Sweden (Wej
man and Zachariewicz 2025). She was 
an honorary member of the Polish An-
thropological Society (1987). She co-au-
thored the textbook “Zarys antropologii 
dla medyków” (1955), authored fiction 
under the pseudonym Adam Struś, as 
well as memoirs under her own name, 
including “Trzy razy Lublin” (1991), and 
“Z Bolonii do Uppsali” (2002).

The third institution, the Department 
of Anthropology at the Faculty of Medi-
cine of Maria Curie-Skłodowska Uni-
versity, was established in 1949 under 
the direction of the recently promoted 
doctor, Tadeusz Dzierżykray-Rogalski. In 
1950, the department gained autonomy, 
transforming itself into the Lublin Med-
ical Academy. Owing to the removal of 
anthropology lectures from medical fac-
ulties, the department was renamed the 
Paleoanthropology Laboratory. However, 
this, like the Department of Anthropol-
ogy at the Catholic University of Lublin, 
did not last for long: in 1952, after only 
three years in existence, it was liquidated.
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The Wrocław Center
Poland lost Wrocław in 1335 and re-
gained it only after over 600 years. 
With the surrender of Festung Breslau 
(Wrocław Fortress) in May 1945, the 
history of German higher education in 
these areas ended, and in August of that 
year, the former German universities in 
Wrocław were transformed into Polish 
state academic schools. Under German 
rule, Wrocław had a rich tradition in the 
field of anthropology, where renowned 
professors worked in the institutes of 
anatomy and anthropology of the Univer-
sity of Wrocław (then Königliche Univer-
sität Breslau): anthropologist and anat-
omist Hermann Klaatch (1863–1916), 
and anthropologist and ethnologist Egon 
von Eickstedt (1892–1965), author of 
the book “Rassenkunde und Rasseng-
eschichte der Menschheit” (1934).

In 1946, at the Polish University of 
Wrocław, Karol Stojanowski (see The 
Poznań Center section) took over the 
Chair in Anthropology and began or-
ganizing the department and recovering 
the hidden collections of the German 
university – literature, instruments, and 
osteological materials, including the fa-
mous craniological collections of Klaatch 
brought back from his expedition to 
Australia in 1904–07. Stojanowski died 
in 1947, and two years later, in 1949, 
another student of Jan Czekanowski, 
Jan Mydlarski, was appointed head of 
the department, transferring here from 
Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in 
Lublin. Under Mydlarski’s leadership, 
the Wrocław center would soon become 
the second “capital” of Polish anthropol-
ogy, after the pre-war one in Lvov. From 
1951, for several years, it also offered 
the only specialized master ’s degree pro-
gram in anthropology in Poland (Bielicki 
1959).

Jan Mydlarski (1892–1956) – born 
in Pilzno (Subcarpathian Voivodeship) 
anthropologist whose scientific activ-
ity encompassed the genetics of blood 
groups, human growth and development 
and standards of motor fitness, the re-
lationship between body structure and 
physiological properties, human typolog-
ical differentiation, anthropogenesis and 
evolutionism. He was a  lecturer at the 
Higher School of Intendenture in Warsaw 
(1923–24), at the Jan Kazimierz Univer-
sity in Lvov (1926–27), at the University 
of Warsaw (1927–39), head of the De-
partment of Anthropology and Biometry/
Anthropobiology at the Central Insti-
tute for Physical Education in Warsaw 
(1931–39 and 1947–49), lecturer at the 
clandestine University of the Western 
Lands (1940–41), professor of anthropol-
ogy at the Maria Curie-Skłodowska Uni-
versity in Lublin (1945–49) and dean of 
its Faculty of Natural Sciences, and later 
professor at the University of Wrocław, of 
which he was rector from 1951 to 1953. 
He was also the founder and first direc-
tor of the Department of Anthropology 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in 
Wrocław (1953–56). He was a  member 
of the Anthropological Commission of 
the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences 
and a member of the Warsaw Scientific 
Society, a corresponding member of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences and chair-
man of its Anthropological Committee 
(1952–56), head of the Anthropometrics 
Commission at the Presidium of the Pol-
ish Academy of Sciences (from 1955). 
Upon the establishment of the Polish 
United Workers’ Party (PZPR) in 1948, 
its activist (Śródka 1983).

During the First World War, Myd-
larski was drafted into the army of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy; in years 
1918–21 he served in the Polish Army, 
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where, as an officer, in 1921 he began, 
and for 18 years continued, anthropo-
metric measurements of recruits and 
soldiers for army purposes, the so-called 
military anthropological photograph 
(Mydlarski 1925), thanks to which Po-
land, from an anthropological perspec-
tive, was the best-studied country (Cze-
kanowski 1956)19. In 1922 he made an 
important discovery regarding the mode 
of inheritance of the ABO blood group 
system (one tri-allelic locus instead of 
two pairs of independently inherited al-
leles), which, however, he did not pub-
lish (Stęślicka 1957, Bielicki et al. 1985, 
1989). In the 1920s, he collaborated in 
the field of serology with Ludwik Hirszfeld 
(1884–1954 – physician, immunologist, 
and bacteriologist whose most important 
scientific achievement was his work on 
blood groups). In the 1930s, he initiated 
research on physical motor fitness, devel-
oping a “motor fitness measurer” (Myd-
larski 1934/35) as a  tool for objectively 
assessing the level of motor fitness in 
children and adolescents.

Jan Mydlarski had unprecedented 
achievements in organizing post-war 
anthropology in Poland, occupying “the 
number one position in the official hi-
erarchy of the discipline” (Bielicki et 
al. 1985: 13). He led the establishment 
(1946) of the Maria Curie-Skłodowska 
University’s scientific journal “Rocznik 
Uniwersytetu Marii Curie-Skłodowskiej” 
(from 1949 “Annales Universitatis Ma
riae Curie-Skłodowska”), of which he 
was the first editor-in-chief. From 1951, 
he was chairman of the Polish Anthro-

19	 This material was practically destroyed at the beginning of World War II in 1939.
20	 After the death of Joseph Stalin (March 1953), the 1953 volume of “Przegląd Antropologiczny”, of 

which Jan Mydlarski was the editor-in-chief at the time, published the speech of the Chairman of the 
Central Committee of the Polish United Workers’ Party (KC PZPR), Bolesław Bierut, to the nation after 
the return of the Polish delegation from the funeral of the „Leader”.

pological Society, editor-in-chief of “Prze-
gląd Antropologiczny” (1953–54)20, and 
editor-in-chief of the Polish Anthropo-
logical Society’s publications (1955–56). 
He founded and edited “Materiały i Prace 
Antropologiczne” (Anthropological Ma-
terials and Works) – the publication of 
the Department of Anthropology of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences. He is also 
credited with introducing anthropolo-
gy as a  specialization within biological 
studies. He educated a  large group of 
independent academics, including: Woj-
ciech Kóčka, Ireneusz Michalski, Wanda 
Stęślicka, Krystyna Modrzewska, Halina 
Milicer, Adam Wanke. Mydlarski’s major 
book publications include: “Pochodzenie 
człowieka” (1948), textbook “Antropolo-
gia ogólna” (1949), “Drogi i bezdroża ro-
zwoju człowieka” (1951).

A student, colleague, and later wife of 
Jan Mydlarski was Wanda Stęślicka.

Wanda Stęślicka-Mydlarska (1907–
2001) – born in Siemianowice Śląskie 
anthropologist and popularizer of sci-
ence. She began her scientific career af-
ter World War II at the Department of 
Anthropology, Maria Curie-Skłodowska 
University in Lublin (1946–49). She later 
headed the Department of Anthropology 
at the Faculty of Physical Education in 
Wrocław (1957–61), the Chair of Anthro-
pology, Nicolaus Copernicus University 
(UMK) in Toruń (1962–71), and the De-
partment of Anthropology, University of 
Wrocław (1971–75); an honorary mem-
ber of the Polish Anthropological Soci-
ety (1975). Her scientific work focused 
on comparative anatomy, primatology, 
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anthropogenesis (including “Stanowisko 
systematyczne człowieka z  Ngandong” 
[1947]), evolutionism, and the appli-
cation of anthropology to physical edu-
cation. She corresponded with Robert 
Broom (1866–1951), a paleontologist at 
the Transvaal Museum in Pretoria, South 
Africa (now the Ditsong National Muse-
um of Natural History), who sent her 
several casts of the Australopith fossils, 
including skull fragments of Paranthro-
pus from Kromdraai. She wrote popular 
science books, including “O  pochodze-
niu człowieka” (1954) and “Rodowód 
człowieka uzupełniony” (1964). She also 
authored a textbook for grade 8 in prima-
ry schools – “Nauka o człowieku”, which 
was in circulation for more than a decade.

After World War II, Poland found it-
self in the Soviet sphere of influence, and 
in science – of Lysenkoism (see e.g., Sig-
mon 1993) (a  pseudoscientific interpre-
tation of the Michurinism theory in biol-
ogy, based on the thesis of inheritance of 
acquired characteristics and rejecting the 
achievements of genetics) – an ideolog-
ical trend that was officially announced 
in Poland in 1949. At the congress of zo-
ologists and anthropologists in Łódź in 
December 1950, as a  result of criticism 
of the state of Polish anthropology (in-
cluding from the then head of the Science 
Department of the Central Committee of 
the Polish United Workers’ Party) and be-
fore the planned First Congress of Polish 
Science in 1951, which was intended to 

21	 At the First Congress of Polish Science, the decision was made to dissolve the Polish Academy of Arts 
and Sciences and the Warsaw Scientific Society and to establish the Polish Academy of Sciences, mod-
eled on the Soviet model, initially as a corporation of scholars, later as a central government institution. 
A  Coordinating Commission was also established, bringing together the heads of all anthropology 
departments, which was later (1952) renamed the Anthropological Committee of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences.

22	 The first anthropology departments were established at the Faculty of Philosophy at both the Jagiello
nian University in Kraków and the University of Lvov.

subordinate science to political and ide-
ological goals21, Jan Mydlarski presented 
the “shortcomings” of Polish anthropol-
ogy and a  program for reforming and 
ideologically restructuring the discipline 
(Mydlarski 1951). In his December 1950 
paper, Mydlarski also conducted self-cri
ticism, stating:

Bound by habits of thought to 
my old worldview, I announced 
in 1946 a phylogenetic concept 

based on the chromosomal theory 
of heredity. At that time I was not 

sufficiently armed to understand 
the ideological meaning of these 

assumptions. Between the old 
accretions and the growing new 

ideology arose a contradiction 
that I did not understand at the 
time. Today, after breaking the 

old habits of thought, I assess my 
work in retrospect as outdated. 

(Mydlarski 1951: 24)

After World War II, the anthropology 
curriculum was also restructured. Con-
trary to the pre-war concept, in which an-
thropology represented a more humanis-
tic field22 (and anthropologists were often 
also ethnographers), the idea of ​​closely 
linking physical anthropology with bi-
ology, particularly zoology, prevailed. 
From then on, Polish anthropology, from 
a discipline combining biological and cul-
tural sciences, became part of the exact 
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sciences, with an increasingly weaker 
connection between the two disciplines. 

According to Stęślicka-Mydlarska 
(1985), the 1950s witnessed a true “golden 
age” in the history of Polish anthropology. 
Between 1951 and 1954, three national 
anthropological conferences were organ-
ized, focusing on taxonomic methods, 
ethnogenetic research, and anthropologi-

cal typology. Chairs of anthropology oper-
ated at all universities, and departments 
and laboratories were being established in 
medical academies/universities, in higher 
schools/academies of physical education, 
and in pedagogical studies. Anthropolog-
ical institutions of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences also began to be established (like 
Mydlarski’s in Wrocław).

Figure 5. Polish physical anthropologists – participants in one of the national anthropological conferences 
of the first half of the 1950s (most likely 1952 Osieczna or 1954 Wrocław). 1st row from the left: Woj-
ciech Kóčka, Ireneusz Michalski, Jan Czekanowski, N.N., Jan Mydlarski, 2nd row third from the left: 
Judyta Gładkowska, Franciszek Wokroj, Wanda Stęślicka-Mydlarska, Zbigniew Drozdowski. Behind 
them in the 3rd row from the right: Irena Szewko-Szwaykowska and Zdzisław Kapica

The Wrocław center, although based 
on the traditions of Jan Czekanowski’s 
Lvov school, abandoned the program of 
transforming anthropological typology 
into an exact science based on mathe-
matical statistics, rejecting the “law of 
cardinality of types”, yet at the same 
time distanced itself from the “method-
ological primitivism” of the Łódź “mor-
phologists,” who denied the usefulness 

of mathematical methods in anthropol-
ogy in general (Bielicki 1959; Bielicki et 
al. 1985, 1989). After the death of Myd-
larski in 1956, the third head of the De-
partment of Anthropology in Wrocław 
was another alumnus of the former Lvov 
school – Adam Wanke.

Adam Wanke (1906–1971) – anthro-
pologist born in Lvov. He worked in var-
ious professions until 1946, and from 
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1946 onwards at the Physical Education 
Center23 of the University of Wrocław 
as an assistant. He also directed the an-
thropology laboratory at the Psychiatric 
Hospital in Wrocław for four years. Dur-
ing the Stalinist repressions in Poland, 
he was sentenced in 1950 to three years 
in prison and forced to resign from the 
university (he was released after nine 
months owing to the intercession of Pro-
fessor Mydlarski, then rector of the Uni-
versity of Wrocław). In 1954, he became 
an assistant professor at the Department 
of Anthropology of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences. After Mydlarski’s death, he was 
director of the Department of Anthropol-
ogy of the Polish Academy of Sciences in 
Wrocław (1956–65), and head of the De-
partment of Anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Wrocław (1956–71), chairman of 
the Committee on Anthropology of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences (1965–71), 
president of the Polish Biometric Society 
(from 1963), editor-in-chief of the  jour-
nal “Materiały i Prace Antropologiczne” 
(1956–71). He also edited “Mały słownik 
antropologiczny” (1969).

Wanke developed new taxonomic 
methods for typological analyses (Bielicki 
1959): the stochastic multiple correla-
tion method (Wanke 1953a), also known 
as the cube method, or the surplus meth-
od (cluster analysis method), and the so-
called reference point method (Wanke 
1953b), also known as “Wanke approx-
imation”—an indicator of similarity for 
multiple comparisons. He also studied 
male body types, describing them with 
letters resembling their silhouettes: I, A, 
V, H, creating a system of human somat-
ic typology. His students included Tade-

23	 The Wrocław Physical Education Center was established in 1946 at the University’s Faculty of Medi-
cine. In 1950, all such institutions were transformed into separate three-year schools – Higher Schools 
of Physical Education, and then ( in 1972) renamed Academies of Physical Education.

usz Krupiński, Antoni Janusz, Tadeusz 
Bielicki, Zygmunt Welon, Zofia Szczot-
kowa, and Ewa Kolasa, who later became 
professors at Wrocław universities and 
research institutions.

From the time of Wrocław’s incorpo-
ration into Poland, and throughout the 
20th century, Wrocław anthropology was 
systematically developed in three units: 
(1) the Department of Anthropology at 
the University of Wrocław (subsequent 
directors: Karol Stojanowski, Adam 
Wanke, Wanda Stęślicka-Mydlarska, Ta-
deusz Krupiński), (2) the Anthropology 
Laboratory at the Physical Education 
Center (subsequent directors: Adam 
Wanke, Wojciech Kóčka) / the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at the Higher 
School of Physical Education (subse-
quent directors: Wanda Stęślicka-Myd-
larska, Aleksander L.  Godlewski) / the 
Department of Anthropology and Biom-
etry at the University of Physical Edu-
cation (director: Antoni Janusz), and (3) 
the Department of Anthropology at the 
Polish Academy of Sciences (subsequent 
directors: Jan Mydlarski, Adam Wanke, 
Halina Milicer, Tadeusz Bielicki). This 
third department soon became the larg-
est anthropological research center in 
Poland.

Following the breakup of the school 
of anthropological typology and the 
death of its main proponents (Jan Cze-
kanowski and Ireneusz Michalski, both 
in 1965), research themes in the late 
1960s and early 1970s underwent sig-
nificant modifications. In Wrocław, the 
focus shifted to various auxological 
studies, developmental genetics and 
longitudinal twin studies, the variability 



102 Katarzyna A. Kaszycka

and genetics of anthroposcopic traits, 
human evolution, applied anthropome-
try, and, above all, “large-scale research 
on the relationship between social strat-
ification and anthropometric measures 
became a  specialty of Polish anthropo
logy” (Kopczyński 2006: 34).

Figure 6. Anthropologists gathered for the cere-
mony of the award of the honorary doctorate 
by the University of Wrocław to Professor Jan 
Czekanowski (1962). From the left in the fore-
ground: Jan Czekanowski and Tadeusz Bielicki, 
at the back right: Tadeusz Dzierżykray-Rogal-
ski and Wanda Stęślicka-Mydlarska (Source: 
Wrocław archival materials)

Leading figures in Wrocław anthropol-
ogy at the Polish Academy of Sciences in 
the second half of the 20th century were: 

Tadeusz Bielicki (1932–2022) 
–  Warsaw-born anthropologist, founder 
of a scientific school combining human 
biology and social sciences—factori-
al analyses of social stratification. He 
was a  researcher at the Department of 
Anthropology of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences in Wrocław (1956–2014) and 
its long-time director (1970–2001). He 
was deputy chairman of the Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences (1990–97), then its 
chairman (1999–2002), a corresponding 
member (1983), and then a  full mem-

ber of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
(1996), a corresponding member of the 
Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(1997), and a  member of the Presidi-
um of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
(1999–2006). He was an honorary mem-
ber of the Polish Anthropological Socie-
ty (1999); and doctor honoris causa of 
the Józef Piłsudski University of Physi-
cal Education in Warsaw (2002).

As a  21-year-old student, in 1953, 
Bielicki was expelled from the Univer-
sity of Warsaw and spent six months 
in detention/in prison on Rakowiecka 
Street in Warsaw’s Mokotów district on 
political charges. Barred from return-
ing to the University of Warsaw, his 
academic career was linked to Wrocław. 
A student of Adam Wanke (PhD 1959), 
he began his scientific career by ad-
dressing a  controversial issue in Pol-
ish anthropology at the time: the jus-
tification of the racial typology system 
formulated by the Lvov School of An-
thropology, conducting a  thorough cri-
tique of the typological concept of race 
(Bielicki 1961). A  year-long Rockefel-
ler Foundation postdoctoral fellowship 
(1959/60) at the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles (UCLA) with Profes-
sor Joseph B. Birdsell focused Bielicki’s 
interests on population genetics (action 
of natural selection on head shape). The 
next direction of his research interests 
were issues related to human evolution 
(“Niektóre związki zwrotne w  proce-
sie ewolucji Hominidae” 1969), but he 
is best known for his anthropological 
studies of social stratification (biologi-
cal effects of social stratification, secular 
changes depending on the standard of 
living of given social groups and indica-
tors of biological well-being of the con-
temporary Polish population) (Kaszycka 
et al. 2022).
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Tadeusz Bielicki was one of the co-au-
thors of the UNESCO Statement on Race 
and Racial Prejudice (Moscow, 1964). 
He taught as a  visiting professor at the 
Washington State University (1967–68), 
Free University of Brussels (1989), and at 
the University of Texas at Austin (1991). 
He was an undisputed academic au-
thority. He initiated and participated in 
numerous research programs, including 
longitudinal studies of Wrocław school-
children, longitudinal studies of Wrocław 
twins, genetic studies of families, stud-
ies of conscripts, cohort studies of child 
and youth development (the so-called 
anthropological photographs of the Pol-
ish population), and studies assessing 
the biological condition of the Wrocław 
population of working age. He was also 
founder and editor-in-chief of the Polish 
journal published in English “Studies in 
Physical Anthropology” (1975–90).

Zygmunt Welon (1924–2005) – born 
in Chita, Siberia, mathematician and an-
thropologist who worked at the Depart-
ment of Anthropology of the Polish Acad-
emy of Sciences in Wrocław (1957–2003). 
He was a student of Adam Wanke (PhD 
1964). As a soldier in the Home Army, at 
the age of 20 (1944) he was arrested by 
the NKVD24 and, after a year in prison, 
sent to work in Soviet and Georgian labor 
camps, from where he returned in 1948. 
He researched anthropometrics and ergo-
nomics, the application of mathematics 
in anthropology, and the relationship be-
tween body type constitution and physi-
cal development. He is the author of the 
monograph: “Normy do oceny rozwoju 
fizycznego dziecka” (1984).

24	 NKVD – Narodny Komissariat Vnutrennikh Del (People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs) – the po-
litical police of the USSR.

25	 Knemometry – measuring the distance between the knee and heel of a  sitting child/teenager using 
a special device – a knemometer.

Barbara Hulanicka (1936–2022) 
–  Vilnius-born anthropologist, research-
er at the Department of Anthropology 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in 
Wrocław (since 1961, acting director in 
2005–06), and academic staff member at 
the Institute of Sociology of the Univer-
sity of Wrocław. She spent her childhood 
in Siberia and then, with other refugees, 
in Tehran. Honorary member of the Pol-
ish Anthropological Society (2013). Her 
research focused on the relationship be-
tween environmental factors and the 
course of ontogenetic development. Her 
research included the influence of up-
bringing in dysfunctional families on 
the age of menarche and the process 
of puberty in girls depending on differ-
ent urban environments. She was also 
a  pioneer of Polish knemometric25 re-
search. She co-authored the monograph: 
“Dziewczęta z Górnego Śląska: społeczne 
i  ekologiczne uwarunkowania dojrzewa-
nia” (1994).

Paweł Bergman – born in Łódź in 
1936, retired professor of anthropology. 
He was a researcher at the Department of 
Anthropology of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences in Wrocław (1959–2005, and its 
director from 2002 to 2005) and at the 
Faculty of Physiotherapy at the Academy/
University School of Physical Education 
in Wrocław (head of the Department of 
Human Biology from 1995 to 2003). He 
served as chairman of the Polish An-
thropological Society (1987–99) and its 
honorary member (1999). He focused 
on clinical anthropology, the biology 
of  human populations, and the genet-
ics  of human morphological traits. He 
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conducted longitudinal studies of twins, 
anthropometric studies of rural and ur-
ban populations, and sports groups. He 
was co-author and editor of the mono-
graph “Bliźnięta wrocławskie” (Vol. I, 
1988 and Vol. II, 1995).

Leading figures in Wrocław anthro-
pology at the Academy of Physical Edu-
cation and the University of Wrocław in 
the second half of the 20th century were:

Antoni Janusz (1929–2019) – born 
in the village of Ptaszkowa (near Nowy 
Sącz, Lesser Poland Voivodeship), sports 
anthropologist. A  student of Adam 
Wanke (PhD 1962). An academic at the 
Higher School/Academy of Physical Ed-
ucation in Wrocław (1954–2002), from 
1969 to 2002 he headed the Department 
of Functional Morphology and then the 
Department of Anthropology and Biom-
etry. Rector of the Academy of Physical 
Education (1981–82; removed from office 
by decision of the state authorities during 
martial law). From 2004–10 he was as-
sociated with the Polish-Czech College 
of Business and Sport “Collegium Gla-
cense” in Nowa Ruda. Honorary mem-
ber of the Polish Anthropological Socie-
ty (2003). He explored the relationships 
between the anthropomorphology of the 
muscular system and body composition, 
the ontogenetic development of adoles-
cents, and the morphological, physiologi-
cal, and motor determinants of children’s 
and adolescents’ selection for sports. The 
editor and co-author of the monograph: 
“Populacja dzieci wiejskich w badaniach 
longitudinalnych” (three parts).

Tadeusz Krupiński (1930–2007) – an
thropologist born in Łańcut (Subcar-
pathian Voivodeship). A student of Adam 
Wanke (PhD 1962). Academic teacher at 
the University of Wrocław (1956–2000), 
long-time head of the Department of An-
thropology, University of Wrocław (1971–

99) and Dean of the Faculty of Natural 
Sciences, University of Wrocław (four 
terms), member of the Primate’s Social 
Council, chairman of the Committee on 
Anthropology, Polish Academy of Scien
ces (1990–93), head of the Department 
of Human Biology, University of Opole 
(1999–2002). Honorary member of the 
Polish Anthropological Society (2001). 
His research interests included morphol-
ogy and human genetics (including ra-
cial differentiation in the Younger Paleo
lithic, and the variability and inheritance 
of auricle characteristics), the biology of 
prehistoric populations, ontogeny, and 
ergonomics. Along with an anatomist 
Zbigniew Rajchel, he was also a co-found-
er of the Wrocław school of reconstruc-
tion (Rajchel 1990), endeavoring to cre-
ate anatomical reconstructions of the 
skulls of extinct hominids and primates 
(Paranthropus, Oreopithecus, and Gigan­
topithecus) based on fragments of skulls. 
He continued this work many years later 
with his daughter, Barbara Kwiatkowska, 
also an anthropologist, reconstructing, 
based on preserved skulls, the appearance 
during life of famous figures, including 
Duchess St. Hedwig of Silesia and Bless-
ed Czesław. He was scientific editor of 
the University of Wrocław’s publication, 
“Studia antropologiczne” (Antropological 
Studies) (1994–2001). His students who 
later became professors were Ewa Nowak 
and Bogusław Pawłowski.

Ewa Kolasa – born in Warsaw in 
1937, retired professor of anthropology. 
A  student of Adam Wanke (PhD 1966). 
She was an academic at the Department 
of Anthropology at the University of 
Wrocław (1963–2002). She researched 
human ontogenetic development and 
somatotypology. She is the author/
co-author of the monographs: “Wiek 
menarchy a  budowa fizyczna studentek 
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wrocławskich w zależności od warunków 
środowiskowych” (1980) and “Dziewczęta 
z Górnego Śląska: społeczne i ekologiczne 
uwarunkowania dojrzewania” (1994).

Danuta Kornafel – born in Wrocław 
in 1949 anthropologist, and retired uni-
versity professor. A  student of Tadeusz 
Krupiński (PhD 1978). Academic staff 
member at: the Department of Anthropol-
ogy, University of Wrocław (1972–2014), 
the Faculty of Physiotherapy, Academy of 
Physical Education in Wrocław (Head of 
the Department of Human Biology and 
Ecology 2000–05), and the University 
of Lower Silesia in Wrocław (2010–19). 
Chairperson of the Polish Anthropologi-
cal Society (1999–2007) and its honorary 
member (2017). Her research interests 
included early human ontogeny – assess-
ing the influence of factors modifying 
and stimulating the course of human de-
velopment in the prenatal period and the 
role of parental, sociocultural, ecological, 
and ethnic factors differentiating the bio-
logical state (health) of newborns, as well 
as clinical anthropology – characterizing 
the psychophysical health of adults in 
terms of birth characteristics.

Krzysztof Borysławski – born in 
1949 in Ostrowiec Świętokrzyski (Less-
er Poland) anthropologist and retired 
professor at the University of Environ-
mental and Life Sciences in Wrocław. 
A  student at Tadeusz Krupiński (PhD 
1978). An academic at the Department 
of Anthropology, University of Wrocław 
(1972–2009 and its head from 1999–
2009), the Department of Anthropology, 
Wrocław University of Environmental 
and Life Sciences (2009–19 and its head 
from 2009–17), and since 2019 a  lec-
turer at the Angelus Silesius Academy 
of Applied Sciences in Wałbrzych. His 
main scientific interests include human 
ontogenetic development (from the fetal 

period to late old age), the physiological 
basis of physical activity, issues of phys-
ical attractiveness, the demography of 
historical populations, and forensic an-
thropology.

The Łódź Center
The University of Łódź was established 
in May 1945, and in September of that 
year, the Department of Anthropolo-
gy was established at the then Faculty 
of Mathematics and Natural Sciences, 
with Dr. Ireneusz Michalski, a student 
of Jan Mydlarski, appointed as its head. 
For a year, the department did not have 
its own premises, being then housed 
in the head’s private apartment until 
1950, when it obtained university facil-
ities (Michalski 1959). Between 1945 
and 1949, the newly established uni-
versity saw rapid growth in its teaching 
and research staff and students, until 
the communists took over full power 
and the Ministry of Education’s plan to 
divide the then Polish universities into 
three groups (1949). The Universities of 
Łódź, Lublin (UMCS), and Toruń (UMK) 
were included in the last, third group, 
the so-called small universities, which 
were to run only basic fields of study. 
As a  result, the University of Łódź en-
tered a period of deep crisis in the years 
1949–52 – with the liquidation of facul-
ties and the exodus of the cardinal; in 
addition, the ministry introduced strict 
limits on student admissions. The uni-
versity’s crisis lasted until 1956, when 
its scientific and teaching status was re-
stored (Puś 2015).

In 1951, the Faculty of Biology and 
Earth Sciences was established at the 
University of Łódź, and in 1953, the 
Department of Anthropology was estab-
lished within the faculty, with Professor 
Michalski appointed as its head. In 1957, 
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the department was granted the right to 
specialize in anthropology within the bi-
ology program. 

Ireneusz Michalski (1908–1965) – an-
thropologist born in Sosnowiec (Sile-
sia), professor at the University of Łódź, 
specializing in human racial typology. 
He participated in work on the military 
anthropological photograph under the 
supervision of Jan Mydlarski. During 
World War II, he informally headed the 
anthropology unit at the State Archae-
ological Museum in Warsaw (1941–44) 
and lectured at the clandestine Univer-
sity of the Western Lands (1943–44). He 
organized and headed the Department of 

Anthropology at the University of Łódź 
(1945–65) and the Łódź Anthropological 
Expedition to Mongolia (1959). He com-
piled a  table for determining eye color, 
consisting of 80 shades—several times 
more than the classic Martin scale. He 
founded the school of Łódź “morpholo-
gists,” who opposed the “anthropostatis-
ticians” (the school of Jan Czekanowski), 
with both sides of the dispute being con-
tested by the “populationists” (Bielicki 
1961, Bielicki et al. 1985, 1989). He au-
thored the monograph “Struktura antro-
pologiczna Polski” (1949). Michalski’s 
students included the future professors 
Andrzej Wierciński and Zdzisław Kapica.

Figure 7. Employees of the Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Biology and Earth Sciences, University 
of Łódź (1958). From the left: Łucja Różbicka, Zdzisław Kapica, Ireneusz Michalski, Henryk Stolarczyk, 
and the department secretary. (Source: Michalski 1959) 

Following the death of Ireneusz 
Michalski (1965–67), Franciszek Wokroj 
– a professor at Adam Mickiewicz Uni-

versity in Poznań and a  student of Jan 
Czekanowski (see Poznań section) – was 
the curator of the Department of An-
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thropology at the University of Łódź for 
two years. After a  few years of discon-
tinuation of the department’s activities,  
and following Zdzisław Kapica’s habili-
tation, he subsequently assumed the po-
sition of it head.

Zdzisław Kapica (1928–2013) – born 
in Łódź anthropologist specializing in hu-
man typological/racial diversity, head of the 
Department of Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Łódź (1974–86 and 1987–89), 
organizer and participant in excavations of 
cemeteries in the Brześć Kujawski region 
and Przeczyce. Co-author of the mono-
graph “Cmentarzysko kultury łużyckiej 
w Przeczycach, pow. Zawiercie, w świetle 
badań antropologicznych” (1971).

In 1990, the Łódź department was 
headed by another professor from Poznań 
University – Andrzej Malinowski (1990–
98) (see Poznań section) – a  student of 
Michał Ćwirko-Godycki and Franciszek 
Wokroj (preventing the closure of the 
Łódź center), and later a  student of Ire-
neusz Michalski and Paweł Sikora – Hen-
ryk Stolarczyk. 

Henryk Stolarczyk – born in 1935 in 
Widawa (Łódź Voivodeship) anthropolo-
gist, retired professor at the University of 
Łódź. An employee of the Department of 
Anthropology (1958–2005), participant 
of scientific expeditions of the University 
of Łódź to Equatorial Africa (1975, 1989), 
supervisor and participant of the Student 
Scientific Expedition to Peru (1978), head 
of the Chair of Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Łódź (1998–2005), author of 
the monograph “Społeczne uwarunkowa-
nia rozwoju fizycznego dzieci i młodzieży 
szkolnej Łodzi” (1995).

The Białystok Center
Until 1949, Białystok had no scientific 
or academic traditions. The first uni-
versity to be established there was the 

Private Evening Engineering School, fol-
lowed shortly thereafter by the Medical 
Academy, established in February 1950. 
Anthropology in Białystok was estab-
lished in 1950 at the Chair and Depart-
ment of Human Anatomy of the Medi-
cal Academy, whose organization and 
management were entrusted to Tadeusz 
Dzierżykray-Rogalski from the Lublin 
center. Already in the 1950s, the depart-
ment’s team organized excavations relat-
ed to the Białystok region, including an 
early medieval cemetery in the village 
of Czarna Wielka (director: Krystyna 
Modrzewska [see The Lublin Center sec-
tion]) and a barrow burial ground of the 
Yotvingian people in the Suwałki region. 
The center’s second research focus was 
anthropological and serological studies of 
the Kashubian population. At that time, 
Judyta Gładkowska and Irena Szewko 
(Dzierżykray-Rogalski 1959), later aca-
demics, worked as assistants in the de-
partment.

Tadeusz Dzierżykray-Rogalski (1918– 
–1998) – Warsaw-born anthropologist, 
physician, and paleopathologist, asso-
ciated with universities and research 
institutions in Lublin, Białystok, and 
Warsaw. He was a member of the Grey 
Ranks and the Union of Armed Strug-
gle/Home Army. During the war, he was 
involved in helping the Jewish popula-
tion, and was awarded the Righteous 
Among the Nations medal. He was the 
chairman of the Polish Anthropological 
Society (1956–84), initiator and editor 
of the society’s quarterly “Człowiek 
w  Czasie i  Przestrzeni” (Man in Time 
and Space) (published 1958–64), edi-
tor-in-chief of “Przegląd Antropolog-
iczny” (1978–84), and honorary mem-
ber of the Société ďAnthropologie de 
Paris and the Polish Anthropological 
Society (1968).
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He began his academic career at 
the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Maria 
Curie-Skłodowska University, in the 
department headed by Jan Mydlarski 
(1947–49). He then headed the Paleo-
anthropology Laboratory at the Medical 
Academy/University of Lublin (1949–
52). From 1950–62, he organized and 
headed the Department of Human Anat-
omy at the Medical Academy/Universi-
ty of Białystok. From the 1950s, he was 
closely associated with the Polish archae-
ological community. He co-organized 
the excavations of Neolithic cemeteries 
in Stok and Las Stocki (Lublin Voivode-
ship, 1951) and the Comprehensive Yot-
vingian Expedition, whose work contrib-
uted to understanding the prehistory of 
the Balts (the Baltic Yotvingian tribe). He 
was also a member of the leadership of 
both Arab-Polish Anthropological Expe-
ditions to Egypt (January 1958/59 and 
February 1962), researching the contem-
porary population of Egypt (over 2,000 
people were measured) and skeletons 
from the cemetery on the Mountain of 
the Dead – Jebel el-Mauta, dated to ca. 
1100–400 BC.

After leaving the Białystok University, 
Dzierżykray-Rogalski headed the Human 
Ecology Laboratory at the Department of 
Mediterranean Archaeology of the Pol-
ish Academy of Sciences (1962–82) and 
the Department of Anthropology at the 
Academy of Physical Education in War-
saw (1963–71). In 1982, he moved to the 
Department of Non-European Countries 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences. On 

26	 The bones of thirteen bishops/metropolitans from Faras, the Christian bishopric of Nobadia, brought to 
Warsaw (including Paulos, Mathaios, Ignatios, Kollouthos, Stephanos, Aaron, and Petros I) were buried 
quietly in 1994 at St. Vincent’s Church in the Bródnowski Cemetery in Warsaw and described with the 
enigmatic inscription „Priestly Tomb” (Teler 2024). Some of the archaeological finds from Faras, includ-
ing the cathedral wall paintings, can be seen in the Professor Kazimierz Michałowski Faras Gallery at 
the National Museum in Warsaw.

behalf of the Polish Academy of Sciences, 
he undertook research on skeletal materi-
als from a cemetery in Alexandria, Egypt, 
and, in collaboration with archaeologists 
(under Professor Kazimierz Michałowski), 
participated in an excavation expedition 
in Sudan. He identified the bones of me-
dieval bishops from Faras, the present-day 
Pachoras (6th–14th centuries, Sudan, for-
mer kingdom of Nubia), which he brought 
to Poland in the 1960s for anthropological 
research (Dzierżykray-Rogalski 1985)26, 
with their images from paintings that 
were removed from the cathedral walls 
as part of the International Campaign to 
Save the Monuments of Nubia (due to 
the construction of the Aswan Dam). His 
major publications: “Polska antropologia 
w Afryce” (1981), “The Bishops of Faras” 
(1985), co-author of the textbook “Zarys 
antropologii dla medyków” (1955). His 
students, later professors: Tamara Jelisie-
jew and Janusz Charzewski.

Judyta Gładkowska-Rzeczycka – born 
in Toruń in 1928 anthropologist and 
paleopathologist, and professor emeritus 
at the Academy/University of Physical 
Education and Sport in Gdańsk. A  stu-
dent of Jan Czekanowski (MA 1952) 
and Michał Reicher (MD 1964). She be-
gan her academic career at the Medical 
University of Białystok (1950s) and then 
moved to the Academy of Physical Edu-
cation in Gdańsk, where she headed the 
Chair/Department of Anatomy and An-
thropology. For years, she collaborated 
with archaeologists from the Archaeolog-
ical Museum in Gdańsk. She organized 
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the paleopathological exhibition at the 
Medical Academy of Białystok (1978) 
and at the Archaeological Museum in 
Gdańsk (1989). An honorary member 
of the Polish Anthropological Society 
(1999), and author of the monograph 
“Schorzenia ludności prahistorycznej na 
ziemiach polskich” (1988).

The Toruń Center
In August 1945, a decree was issued es-
tablishing Nicolaus Copernicus Univer-
sity in Toruń, ending over 500 years of 
efforts to establish a  university in the 
Pomeranian region. Its staff was largely 
composed of professors and academics 
from Stefan Batory University in Vilnius 
and Jan Kazimierz University in Lvov, 
who had come to Toruń after the reset-
tlements. Initially, Nicolaus Copernicus 
University in Toruń had three faculties: 
the Faculty of Humanities, the Faculty of 
Mathematics and Natural Sciences, and 
the Faculty of Law and Economics. The 
period 1949–56 was a period of crisis for 
the Toruń university, as well as for the 
universities in Łódź and Lublin (UMCS), 
due to the imposition of the Soviet mod-
el on higher education institutions in Po-
land, but subsequent periods brought the 
university development.

The beginnings of anthropology in 
Toruń were associated with the Depart-
ment of Human Anatomy and School 
Hygiene of the Faculty of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences, whose head (1945–
47) was Michał Reicher’s student (see 
The Vilinus Center section) – anatomist 
and anthropologist Witold Sylwanow-
icz (1901–1975). However, Sylwanowicz 
soon left Toruń, being appointed head of 
the Department of Anatomy at the Med-
ical Academy in Gdańsk.

In 1952, the Department of Human 
Anatomy was renamed the Department 

of Anthropology – for a period of several 
years (1951–55), upon request, Bronisław 
Jasicki from Kraków (see Kraków section) 
lectured there, and after his resignation in 
1955, Franciszek Wokroj (Wokroj 1959) 
(see Poznań section), a student of Jan Cze-
kanowski from the University of Poznań/
Adam Mickiewicz University, was invit-
ed to organize the department, and who 
became the head of the Department of 
Anthropology at the Nicolaus Copernicus 
University in Toruń in the years 1956–
61. For the following year, the Toruń 
department remained vacant until Wan-
da Stęślicka-Mydlarska from Wrocław 
(see The Wrocław Center section) was 
appointed to this position, heading the 
department in the years 1962–71, until 
Dr. Guido Kriesel completed his habilita-
tion (Stęślicka-Mydlarska 1972).

Guido Kriesel – born in 1937 in 
Ugoszcz (a Kashubian village in the Po-
meranian Voivodeship), retired profes-
sor of anthropology. An academic at the 
Nicolaus Copernicus University in To-
ruń since 1960, he served as head of the 
Department of Anthropology for over 35 
years (1972–2007). Student of Jan Cze-
kanowski at the University of Poznań 
(MA 1960) and of Wanda Stęślicka-Myd-
larska at the Nicolaus Copernicus Uni-
versity (PhD 1965). He participated in 
and directed excavations at numerous 
cemeteries in Pomerania, Kuyavia, and 
Greater Poland, including the early me-
dieval skeletal cemetery in Gruczno 
(Eastern Pomerania). He is an honorary 
member of the Polish Anthropological 
Society (2007). His primary interests 
were studies on skeletal series of prehis-
toric and historical populations, as well 
as on living populations, including chil-
dren and adolescents from Toruń.

Professor Kriesel’s successor at the 
Department of Anthropology at Nicolaus 
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Copernicus University was Wiesław 
Buchwald, an anthropologist born in 
1948 in Ząbkowice Śląskie, a  student 
of Kriesel (PhD 1980), and department 
head from 2007–14. He focused on 
morphological anthropology, human ge-
netics, and living humans, particularly 
dermatoglyph studies. He is co-author 
of the monograph “Tablice asocjacji cech 
dermatoskopijnych rąk” (2013).

Postwar Activities of Pre-War 
Centers

Warsaw
The University of Warsaw reopened in 
December 1945, with a  staff decimated 
by World War II and in a capital devas-
tated by the Germans. The Chair of An-
thropology was established at the then 
Faculty of Mathematics and Natural 
Sciences (later the Faculty of Biology and 
Earth Sciences). Initially vacant, with 
guest lectures by Jan Mydlarski, it would 
last only a  dozen or so years. In 1946, 
Jan Czekanowski’s student, Father Pro-
fessor Bolesław Rosiński, was appointed 
assistant professor at the University of 
Warsaw and began its work.

Bolesław Rosiński (1884–1964) 
– priest and anthropologist born in War-
saw. He studied at the Universities of 
Munich and Lvov. He collaborated with 
Kazimierz Stołyhwo in the Society for 
Scientific Courses (from 1911), served 
as a  lecturer at the University of Lvov 
(1921–39), and during World War II 
(1939–46) at the State Medical Institute 
in Lvov. He was a professor at the Uni-
versity of Warsaw (1946–53, and between 
1948–53, head of the Chair of Anthro-
pology), and, after retirement by the au-
thorities, a professor at the Academy of 
Catholic Theology in Warsaw (1954–64), 
where he headed the Chair of Anthropol-

ogy. His main research areas were hu-
man racial differentiation and population 
genetics—the influence of morphological 
traits on marital selection and research 
on Polish emigration in Texas.

In 1950, Dr. Aleksander Lech God-
lewski and a student, Andrzej Wierciński, 
were employed at the Chair of Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Warsaw. Follow-
ing the retirement of Father Rosiński, Go-
dlewski served as an associate professor at 
the Chair of Anthropology at the Universi-
ty of Warsaw from 1954 to 1958, and then 
as its acting head. However, when God-
lewski moved to Wrocław in 1961, the au-
thorities of the then Faculty of Biology and 
Earth Sciences dissolved the department, 
and its two-member young staff moved to 
the Chair of Prehistoric and Early Medie-
val Archaeology in the Faculty of History 
(Sołtysiak and Jaskulski 2000).

Aleksander Lech Godlewski (1905–
1975) – Warsaw-born anthropologist and 
ethnographer. He began his career as a bi-
ology teacher, joined the Institute of An-
thropological and Ethnological Sciences 
of the Warsaw Scientific Society in 1931, 
and embarked on an expedition to the 
Pacific Islands in 1938. During World 
War II, he lectured to clandestine classes. 
From 1950–61 he was an academic at the 
Department of Anthropology, University 
of Warsaw, and simultaneously (1955–61) 
at the Department of Anthropology, Acad-
emy of Physical Education in Warsaw, 
afterwards at the Chair of Ethnography, 
University of Wrocław (1961–75, its head 
from 1965), and at the Chair of Biologi-
cal Sciences, Higher School/University of 
Physical Education in Wrocław (1961–69). 
He also lectured at the Academy of Catho-
lic Theology in Warsaw, and in 1962–68, 
at the invitation of Adam Mickiewicz Uni-
versity in Poznań, he lectured on regional 
and ethnic anthropology. Honorary mem-
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ber of the Polish Anthropological Society 
(1975). His research focused on human 
racial diversity, the anthropological struc-
ture of Polynesians, the ethnogenesis of 
the peoples of Australia and Oceania, and 
the ethnography of religion. He authored 
several popular science books about his 
travels through the Polynesian islands.

Andrzej Wierciński (1930–2003) – born 
in Chorzów anthropologist, religious 
scholar, and cabalist. An employee and 
later professor at the University of Warsaw 
(he was employed as a student in 1950–
52). Student of Father Bolesław Rosiński 
(MA 1951) and Ireneusz Michalski (PhD 
1957). From 1976 to 2000, he headed the 
Department of Historical Anthropology at 
the Institute of Archaeology, University 
of Warsaw. He lectured (and from 1993, 
headed the Chair of General Anthropol-
ogy) at the Jan Kochanowski Pedagogical 
University in Kielce, at the Institute of 
Religious Studies of the Jagiellonian Uni-
versity in Kraków (from 1983), and, as 
a  visiting professor, at many universities 
abroad, including Turin, Paris, and the 
United States. Honorary member of the 
Polish Anthropological Society (1999).

While on a scholarship at Cairo Uni-
versity (1957–59), Wierciński co-organ-
ized the First Arab-Polish Anthropolog-
ical Expedition to Egypt, and conducted 
fieldwork in Mexico (craniological studies 
of pre-Columbian Olemek people) and 
Poland, including at the medieval ceme-
tery in Wiślica. In search of the “essence 
of humanity”, in 1983 he established 
(together with his wife, Professor Alina 
Wiercińska [1931–2019]) the Multidisci-
plinary Team at the University of Warsaw 
and the State Archaeological Museum for 
the Study of the Peculiarities of the Hu-
man Species. For 20 years, this team’s 
papers and discussion meetings, held as 
half-day conferences, brought together sci-

entists from various disciplines. In 1996, 
he founded the annual “The Peculiarity 
of Man” (Kielce). Andrzej Wierciński was 
a  colorful, exceptional man, with broad 
interests—from the exact sciences to the 
humanities. He focused on human racial 
diversity (PhD and habilitation), microev-
olutionary changes in Poland from the Ne-
olithic to the Middle Ages, the ethnogen-
esis of the Slavs, predynastic Egypt, and 
pre-Columbian Mexico, the anthropology 
of religion, the theory of symbolization, 
and the theory of culture. His most im-
portant publications include “Magia i re-
ligia. Szkice z antropologii religii” (1994). 
His student, later professor was Mariusz 
Ziółkowski.

The second post-war anthropology de-
partment in Warsaw was the Department 
of Anthropobiology at the Academy/Uni-
versity of Physical Education (in 1954 
divided into two independent depart-
ments), which was headed in 1947–49 by 
Jan Mydlarski (see The Wrocław Center 
section), and then by biologist Stanisław 
Bilewicz. Assistants in this department 
included: in the 1940s – Halina Milic-
er, a graduate of the Central Institute of 
Physical Education and the University of 
Warsaw and a student of Jan Mydlarski, 
and in the 1950s – Napoleon Wolański, 
a  graduate of the University of Warsaw 
and a  student of Father Rosiński (Pas-
tuszak and Charzewska 2010).

Halina Milicer/ Milicerowa 
(1907–1995) – born in Szwarszowice 
(Kielce-Sandomierz region) anthropol-
ogist. She worked in various scientific 
institutions: at the Central Institute of 
Physical Education/Academy of Physi-
cal Education in Warsaw (employed four 
times for several years between 1931 
and 1976; during the period of political 
repression in 1951 she had to leave the 
university), the State Office of Physical 
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Education and Military Training (1935–
37), at the Maria Curie-Skłodowska 
University in Lublin (1945–47), at an 
institution operating under the auspices 
of the Ministry of Culture and Art called 
the Directorate for Research on the Ori-
gins of the Polish State (1951–53), at the 
Scientific Institute of Physical Culture in 
Warsaw (1953–71) – later incorporated 
into the Department of Anthropology of 
the Academy of Physical Education, and, 
as director, at the Department of Anthro-
pology of the Polish Academy of Scienc-
es in Wrocław (1965–68). Editor-in-chief 
of “Materiały i  Prace Antropologiczne”, 
honorary member of the Polish Anthro-
pological Society (1975), doctor honoris 
causa of the Józef Piłsudski University of 
Physical Education in Warsaw (1992).

Her passion was working for the ben-
efit of sport (Strojna 2023). Her research 
interests included the human body’s re-
sponse to physical exertion, the relation-
ship between body composition and ath-
letic performance, developmental norms, 
the genetic basis of physical fitness, and 
the impact of training on the human body. 
While working at the Polish Academy of 
Sciences, she conducted pioneering an-
thropological research on the social strati-
fication of the Wrocław population (includ-
ing studies on the relationship between the 
age of puberty in girls and sociocultural 
factors). In 1967, she initiated a  longitu-
dinal genetic study of Wrocław twins (the 
“Wrocław Twin Study”). She was also a pi-
oneer of long-term research in sport and 
a  proponent of interdisciplinary research, 
advocating for close collaboration between 
anthropologists and archaeologists. Her 
major publications include: “Crania Aus-
tralica” (1955), a  study of a  series of ear-
ly 20th-century skulls and skeletons from 
the collection of Herman Klaatch, and 
“Wiek menarchy dziewcząt wrocławskich 

w 1966 r. w świetle czynników środowiska 
zewnętrznego” (1968). Her students, later 
professors included: Anna Skibińska, Ma-
ciej Skład, Teresa Łaska-Mierzejewska, and 
Elżbieta Rogucka.

Teresa Łaska-Mierzejewska (1931–
2016) – born in Łódź sports anthropolo-
gist, associated with the Academy/Univer-
sity of Physical Education in Warsaw from 
1958 to 2001, where she started working in 
the Department of Anthropology of Biolo-
gy and Medicine Chair. Student of Halina 
Milicer (PhD 1966). From 1962 to 1964, 
she conducted anthropological research 
on children and adolescents in Cuba 
(descendants of European settlers and 
African slaves). She lectured at the Uni- 
versity  of  Havana (1962–64), at  the  
Universities of Alcalá de Henares and 
Complutense in Madrid (1983–89),  
and at Mexican universities (1992). She 
focused on sports anthropology, examining 
somatic predispositions to the practicing 
of various sports, as well as the biological 
effects (particularly at menarche) of diverse 
living environments. Honorary member of 
the Polish Anthropological Society (2003). 
Author of the monographs: “Antropologia 
w sporcie i wychowaniu fizycznym” (1999) 
and “Antropologiczna ocena zmian rozwar-
stwienia społecznego populacji wiejskiej 
w  Polsce, w  okresie 1967–2001: badania 
dziewcząt” (2003).

Janusz Charzewski (1938–2003) – born 
in Rejowiec (Lublin Voivodeship, Chełm 
Land) anthropologist professionally associ-
ated with the Academy/University of Phys-
ical Education in Warsaw (1963–2003), 
serving as Head of the Department of An-
thropology (1981–2003), as well as Direc-
tor of the Institute of Biological Sciences 
(1983–91) and Chair of Biology and Med-
icine (1991–2003). Student of Tadeusz 
Dzierżykray-Rogalski (PhD 1967). Chair-
man of the Committee on Anthropology 
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at the Polish Academy of Sciences (1993–
2003), and corresponding member of the 
Warsaw Scientific Society (since 1994). He 
worked on topics of human development 
and the anthropology of sport, includ-
ing aspects of social differentiation in the 
physical activity of children and adults. 
Author of the monograph “Społeczne 
uwarunkowania rozwoju fizycznego dzie-
ci warszawskich” (1981), and co-author of 
textbooks: “Zarys antropologii dla studiu-
jących wychowanie fizyczne” (1986), “Ak-
tywność sportowa Polaków” (1997), and 
“Antropologia” (ed. 1999). Since 1998, as 
chairman of Committee of Anthropology 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences, he or-
ganized annual, cyclical workshop meet-
ings at the Academy/University of Physi-
cal Education in Warsaw, which, after his 
death, were reconstituted as Anthropologi-
cal Workshops named after him.

Anthropology in Warsaw was also 
developed in scientific and research in-
stitutes belonging to the Ministry of 
Health, such as the Institute of Mother 
and Child (IMD) (with which later pro-
fessors – Napoleon Wolański and Jad-
wiga Charzewska – were associated), the 
Children’s Health Centre (CZD), the In-
stitute of Food and Nutrition (IŻŻ), and 
units of the Polish Academy of Sciences.

Napoleon Wolański (1929–2022) 
–  born in Zapusta (Sandomierz Region) 
anthropologist, auxologist, and human 
ecologist. An employee of the Depart-
ment of Anthropobiology at the Acad-
emy/University of Physical Education 
in Warsaw (1951–54) and then Head of 
the Department of Anthropology at this 
university for a  year. He then headed 
the Department of Developmental Mor-
phophysiology at the Institute of Moth-
er and Child in Warsaw (1958–68), the 
Department of Human Ecology at the 
Institute of Ecology of the Polish Acad-

emy of Sciences (1969–99), and the Sec-
tion/Department of Human Ecology at 
the governmental Center for Scientific 
Research and Postgraduate Studies CIN-
VESTAV in Mérida, Mexico (1992–2005) 
(Wolański and Siniarska 2003). He was 
also associated with the Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszyński University in Warsaw, where, 
together with Anna Siniarska-Wolańska, 
he co-organized the establishment of the 
Institute of Ecology and Bioethics (2002).

Operating somewhat outside the 
mainstream of anthropology, Wolański 
was founder of Polish auxology. The au-
thor of the first post-war standards for 
the physical development of children 
and adolescents (1960–62), co-author of 
a method for assessing the psychomotor 
development of infants and a method for 
assessing nutritional status. He patented 
a device for measuring infants (liberome-
ter) and developed two devices for spatial 
measurements of the spine. Honorary 
member of the Slovak (1965), Croatian 
(1978), and Polish (2001) Anthropological 
Societies, as well as the American Socie-
ty for Human Ecology (1987). Full mem-
ber of the Mexican Academy of Sciences 
(1994), President of the International 
Commission on Human Ecology of the 
IUAES and UNESCO (1985–2004). Or-
ganizer (since 1967) of the national sem-
inars on morphology and developmental 
physiology in relation to motor activity 
and environmental influence. Founder 
and editor-in-chief of “Prace i Materiały 
Naukowe IMD” (Works and Scientific 
Materials of the Institute of Mother and 
Child) (1963–68) and “Studies in Human 
Ecology” (1973–99). Author/co-author of 
numerous books and monographs, in-
cluding: “Metody kontroli i  normy roz-
woju dzieci i  młodzieży” (1965, 1975), 
“Rozwój biologiczny człowieka” (8 edi-
tions, 1970–2012), “Czynniki rozwoju 
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człowieka” (1972, 1981, 1987), “Biome-
dyczne podstawy rozwoju i wychowania” 
(1979, 1983), “Metody badań w biologii 
człowieka” (1988), “Ekologia człowie-
ka”– 2 volumes (2006–2013).

A student, colleague, and later wife of 
Napoleon Wolański was Anna Siniarska 
(1952–2022), anthropologist and human 
ecologist born in Wolbórz (Łódź Voivode-
ship). She worked at the Institute of Ecolo-
gy of the Polish Academy of Sciences (since 
1980), the Center for Scientific Research 
and Postgraduate Studies in Mérida, Mex-
ico (1992–2003), and the Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszyński University in Warsaw (2002–
2022), serving as head of the Department 
of Human Ecology at the Faculty of Chris-
tian Philosophy, and then (from 2009) as 
head of the Department of Human Biology 
at the Faculty of Biology and Environmen-
tal Sciences at that university. Her research 
interests include assessment of changes in 
body size in the context of secular trends 
and socioeconomic inequalities, the rela-
tionships between neonatal birth parame-
ters and maternal and environmental fac-
tors, and changes in the biological status 
and dynamics of the inhabitants of the Yu-
catan Peninsula.

Jadwiga Charzewska – born in 1937 
in Warsaw, retired professor of anthropol-
ogy at the Institute of Food and Nutrition. 
She began her scientific career as an em-
ployee of the Department of Developmen-
tal Morphophysiology at the Institute of 
Mother and Child (1960–68), and was 
then head of the Department of Epide-
miology and Nutritional Standards at the 
Institute of Food and Nutrition (1968–
2020). She also served as head of the Chair 
of Biology and Medicine and the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at the Academy/
University of Physical Education in War-
saw (2003–08), working at that university 
until 2017. Student of Bronisław Jasicki 

(PhD 1967). Recipient of a WHO schol-
arship at Cornell University, USA (1972). 
Expert in nutritional anthropology, focus-
ing on the relationships between nutrition 
and physical activity on health and phys-
ical development, and has implemented 
grants from the European Commission 
and the National Institutes of Health, 
USA. Honorary member of the Polish An-
thropological Society (2019). Author of the 
monograph “Społeczne uwarunkowania 
nadwagi i otyłości u mężczyzn zawodowo 
czynnych z Warszawy” (1985), co-author 
of book publications, including: “Społecz-
ne uwarunkowania żywienia młodzieży 
w latach 1982–1991” and “Normy żywie-
nia dla populacji Polski i  ich zastosowa-
nie” (ed. 2020).

Kraków 
The liberation of Kraków from German 
occupation, as part of the Vistula-Oder 
Operation, took place in January 1945, 
and shortly thereafter, the staff of the 
Department of Anthropology Jagielloni-
an University reported to the university 
to take up their pre-war positions. The 
composition of the department’s staff re-
mained essentially unchanged: Kazimierz 
Stołyhwo remained head of the depart-
ment and chair (see The Kraków Center 
section), Eugenia Stołyhwo became 
a full-time associate professor, Bronisław 
Jasicki became an adjunct professor, and 
Paweł Sikora became an assistant profes-
sor. One of the leading topics studied at 
the department became human ontoge-
netic development, and another was the 
methodology of material analysis.

Eugenia Stołyhwo/ Stołyhwowa 
(1894–1965) – Warsaw-born anthropol-
ogist, professor at the Jagiellonian Uni-
versity and the Higher/University School 
of Physical Education in Kraków (its first 
rector from 1950 to 1955). She began 
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working in 1921 at the Institute of An-
thropological Sciences of the Warsaw Sci-
entific Society, collected data at the Musée 
d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris (in 1930) and 
at the United States National Museum 
in Washington27 with Aleš Hrdlička, the 
famous Czech-American anthropologist 
(in 1933), and was the director of anthro-
pological research on the First Arab-Pol-
ish Anthropological Expedition to Egypt 
(1958/59). In the postwar period, she 
worked at the Jagiellonian University and 
the Higher School of Physical Education 
in Kraków, and after Kazimierz Stołyh-
wo’s retirement, she headed the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at the Jagiellonian 
University (1960–64). She was an activist 
in the Polish Socialist Party (PPS), then 
the Polish United Workers’ Party (PZPR), 
from which she left in 1956.

27	 Now the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History.

She researched anatomical and mor-
phological topics (including hyoid bone 
dimorphism), racial issues (including fa-
cial prognathism in the context of racial 
differentiation), the relationship between 
constitution, racial characteristics, and 
the location of cancer processes, the im-
pact of sport on the human body, the 
influence of maternal age on the devel-
opment of daughters, and the influence 
of environmental factors on the personal 
development of children and adolescents. 
In the 1930s, together with her husband 
– Professor Kazimierz Stołyhwo, she de-
veloped the “correlation cross-section 
method” for distinguishing racial types 
(Jasicki 1957). Author of the book “Nasi 
prarodzice” (1948), initiator, co-author 
and scientific editor of the textbook 
“Zarys antropologii” (1962).

Figure 8. In Professor Stołyhwo’s office at the Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Biology and Earth Sci
ences, Jagiellonian University in Kraków (1959). From the left: Bronisław Jasicki, Eugenia Stołyhwo, Kazimi-
erz Stołyhwo, Paweł Sikora) (Source: Archives of the Department of Anthropology, Jagiellonian University)
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Bronisław Jasicki (1907–1992) – born 
in Sporysz (now a  district of Żywiec) 
anthropologist, professor at the Jagiel-
lonian University and the Higher/Uni-
versity School of Physical Education in 
Kraków (WSWF). From 1951 to 1955 
he lectured at the Nicolaus Copernicus 
University in Toruń. Student of Julian 
Talko-Hryncewicz (PhD 1931). He be-
gan his academic career at the Jagiellon-
ian University in Kraków, from 1954 to 
1965 was the first head of the Chair of 
Biology and Anthropology at the Higher 
School of Physical Education in Kraków, 
and in 1959, was elected rector of the 
university. After the death of Eugenia 
Stołyhwo, he resigned from the WSWF 
and took up the headship of the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at the Jagiello-
nian University (1965–76). Honorary 
member of the Slovenian and Polish An-
thropological Societies (1971).

Most of Jasicki’s scientific work was 
devoted to human ontogenetic research 
– primarily on Kraków youth, as well as 
the morphological diversity of modern 
humans. He was particularly interest-
ed in changes in body proportions and 
weight associated with the pre-pubertal 
period and the phenomenon of secular 
trend. He participated in two Arab-Pol-
ish Anthropological Expeditions to Egypt 
(1958/59 and 1962), where he studied 
Egyptian youth and adults. He directed 
the anthropological survey of Silesia and 
organized (from 1962) periodic – every 
10 years – studies of children and youth 
in the Żywiec region, which later led to 
the publication of a monograph dedicat-
ed to him, “Dziecko żywieckie” (2005), 
presenting the results of 40 years of re-
search at the institute. His achievements 
also include works on the dynamics of 
boys’ growth, and he co-authored the 
textbook “Zarys antropologii” (1962). 

Students, later professors, included Jad-
wiga Charzewska. 

Paweł Sikora (1912–2002) – born in 
the village of Nawsie in Cieszyn Silesia 
(known as Zaolzie, now the Czech Re-
public) anthropologist and professor at 
the Jagiellonian University. Student of Ka-
zimierz Stołyhwo (PhD 1949). After grad-
uating from the Jagiellonian University, 
during World War II and the occupation 
he worked in the serum and vaccine pro-
duction plant of the Polish bacteriologist, 
Professor Odo Bujwid in Kraków. From 
1946 he was an academic teacher at the 
Jagiellonian University, and from 1976–
82 was head of the Chair of Anthropology 
at the Jagiellonian University. Honorary 
member of the Polish Anthropological 
Society (1975). He researched human 
ontogeny, including the variation of head 
size with age and the age of menarche 
in girls depending on the socioeconomic 
situation, as well as historical anthropol-
ogy. Based on his research conducted in 
1957–58 in the village of Żmiąca in the 
Beskid Wyspowy Mountains, he was the 
first to draw attention to social stratifica-
tion (Kaczanowski 2008). Participant of 
the 2nd Arab-Polish Anthropological Expe-
dition to Egypt, author of the publication 
“Zdjęcie antropologiczne Śląska. Powiat 
Tarnowskie Góry” (1956), co-author of 
the textbook “Zarys antropologii” (1962). 
His students, later professors, included 
Jan Szopa and Henryk Stolarczyk.

In addition to the Department of An-
thropology at the Jagiellonian University, 
the second anthropological institution 
in Kraków was the aforementioned De-
partment of Anthropology of the Chair of 
Biology and Anthropology at the Higher 
School of Physical Education (now the 
Academy/University of Physical Culture 
in Kraków), established in the 1953/54 
academic year. The first head of that 
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chair was Bronisław Jasicki of the Jagi
ellonian University (1954–65), followed 
by Stanisław Panek. Following structural 
changes in the 1970s and the establish-
ment of institutes, Zofia Bocheńska was 
entrusted with the management of the 
Department of Human Morphology, and 
subsequently of the Department of An-
thropology and Anatomy.

Stanisław Panek (1916–1999) – born 
in the village of Lutcza in the Rzeszów 
Region, sports anthropologist and profes-
sor at the Kraków Academy/University 
of Physical Education. Student of Eu-
genia Stołyhwo (PhD 1965). An officer 
of the Home Army, he was arrested by 
the NKVD and imprisoned in Siberian 
labor camps (1944–47). From 1949, he 
was an academic teacher at the Physi-
cal Education Center at the Faculty of 
Medicine of the Jagiellonian University, 
which in 1950 was transformed into an 
independent Higher/University School of 
Physical Education. Head of the Chair 
of Biology and Anthropology at this uni-
versity (1965–71), dean of the Faculty 
of Physical Education (1960–61), rector 
of the Kraków Academy/University of 
Physical Education (1968–79). Honor-
ary member of the Polish Anthropolog-
ical Society (1990), and doctor honoris 
causa of the Academy of Physical Edu-
cation in Kraków (1996). Co-founder 
of the science of physical culture. His 
primary research interests were human 
development, taking into account the 
influence of socio-economic factors, and 
the biological foundations of physical ed-
ucation and sport. He co-authored the 
textbook “Zarys antropologii” (1962) and 
the monograph “Nowa Huta. Integracja 
ludności w  świetle badań antropolog-
icznych” (1971). His students, who later 
became professors, included Stanisław 
Gołąb and Maria Chrzanowska.

Zofia Bocheńska (1922–1994) – born 
in Krzemieniec, Volhynia (present-day 
Ukraine) anthropologist, professor at the 
Academy/University of Physical Educa-
tion in Kraków. Student of Adam Wanke 
(PhD 1963). In the years 1948–51 she 
was an assistant at the Kraków Physi-
cal Education Center at the Jagiellonian 
University, and then an academic teach-
er at the Academy of Physical Education 
in Kraków (1954–92), head of the De-
partment of Anthropology and Anatomy 
(1971–81), and director of the Institute 
of Biological Sciences (1981–84). She 
researched human ontogeny, the in-
heritance and differentiation of derma-
toglyphic features of the hand, and the 
influence of athletic activity on body 
build (Budkiewicz and Chrzanowska 
1995). Author of the monograph: “Zmia-
ny w  rozwoju osobniczym człowieka 
w  świetle trendów sekularnych i  różnic 
społecznych” (1972).

Following the retirement of the found-
ers of the Kraków School of Anthropolo-
gy: Julian Talko-Hryncewicz, Kazimierz 
Stołyhwo, and then their students and 
successors: Eugenia Stołyhwo, Bronisław 
Jasicki, and Paweł Sikora – from gener-
ations born before Poland regained in-
dependence, in 1982 the Chair of An-
thropology at the Jagiellonian University 
was taken up by Krzysztof Kaczanowski, 
a student of Bronisław Jasicki and Paweł 
Sikora. Stanisław Panek’s successors at 
the Kraków Academy/University of Phys-
ical Education were Stanisław Gołąb and 
Maria Chrzanowska.

Krzysztof Kaczanowski (1938–2016) 
– Warsaw-born anthropologist, academic 
teacher at the Jagiellonian University in 
Kraków (since 1962), long-time head of 
the Department of Anthropology at the 
Jagiellonian University (1982–2008), 
head of the Department of Anthropology 
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and Anatomy at the Academy of Physi-
cal Education in Katowice (1992–2001), 
chairman of the Committee on Anthro-
pology of the Polish Academy of Scienc-
es (2004–10) and of the Anthropological 
Commission of the Polish Academy of 
Arts and Sciences (2011–16). Honorary 
member of the Polish Anthropological 
Society (2007).

He studied contemporary and histori-
cal populations. His research focused on 
paleodemography and the anthropologi-
cal structure of historical populations in 
Kraków and southern Poland. He con-
ducted research on cremation and skel-
etal cemeteries, including: The Upper 
Paleolithic Baczo Kiro Cave, the Bronze 
Age necropolis (Iwanowice) to 17th-cen-
tury necropolises, as well as the anthro-
pological structure of Greek settlers from 
the 6th–4th centuries BC on the Black Sea 
in Ukraine. He also dealt with ontogeny, 
taking into account environmental fac-
tors, conducting research on children, 
adolescents and adults from Żywiec and 
the Żywiec region, and the population of 
the Polish Spiš (a small ethnographic and 
geographical region located in the West-
ern Carpathians). He also initiated and 
organized research on children and ado-
lescents in the vicinity of the Katowice 
Steelworks. Major works include: “Dziec-
ko żywieckie” (ed. 2005), “Ludność pol-
skiego Spiszu w  świetle badań antropo-
logicznych” (2015). His student, later 
professor, was Krzysztof Szostek.

Stanisław Gołąb (1936–2019) – Kraków- 
born anthropologist, academic teach-
er at the Higher School of Physical Ed-
ucation/Academy of Physical Educa-
tion in Kraków (since 1958). Student of 
Stanisław Panek (PhD 1965). Head of the 
Department of Anthropology (1981–99) 
and head of the Chair of Anthropology 
and Anatomy at the Academy/Univer-

sity of Physical Education (1985–2006). 
Between 1981 and 1984 he was dean of 
the Faculty of Physical Education, and 
between 1984 and 1987 and 1993–96 he 
was vice-rector for science. He focused 
on the biological and social determinants 
of the physical development of children, 
adolescents, and adults. Co-author of 
the monographs: “Dziecko krakowskie” 
(1988), “Biologiczne i społeczne uwarun-
kowania zmienności przebiegu rozwoju 
fizycznego dzieci i  młodzieży z  Nowej 
Huty (wyniki badań ciągłych)” (1993), 
and “Dziecko krakowskie 2000” (2007).

Maria Chrzanowska (1938–2021) 
– born in Lipusz (a Kashubian village in 
the Pomeranian Voivodeship) anthropol-
ogist, since 1966 an academic teacher at 
the Higher School/Academy of Physical 
Education in Kraków. From 1999 to 2008, 
she headed the Department of Anthropol-
ogy at the Academy of Physical Education 
in Kraków, and was professor and head of 
the Department of Biomedical Sciences 
at the Institute of Physical Culture at the 
State Higher Vocational School in Nowy 
Sącz (2004–2021). She researched body 
posture, the biological consequences of 
urbanization and industrialization on in-
dividual development, and the biological 
development of children and adolescents 
with varying levels of physical fitness, and 
developmental changes and determinants 
of body fat levels. Author of the mono-
graph “Biologiczne i  społeczno-ekonom-
iczne determinanty rozwoju podskórnej 
tkanki tłuszczowej u dzieci i młodzieży” 
(1992), and co-author of: “Dziecko kra-
kowskie” (1988), “Dziecko krakowskie 
2000” (2007).

Poznań
The University of Poznań resumed its 
activities in April 1945, immediately af-
ter the city’s liberation. Later that same 
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year, the Chair of Anthropology was es-
tablished at the Faculty of Medicine (at 
Professor Adam Wrzosek’s reactivated 
Department of Anthropology), with Pro-
fessor Jan Czekanowski appointed as its 
head in 1946, and Franciszek Wokroj, 
a  student of Czekanowski, as an assis-
tant professor in 1945. In 1947, after Wr-
zosek’s forced retirement, Czekanowski 
transferred the Chair (along with its staff 
and assets) from the Faculty of Medicine 
to the Faculty of Mathematics and Natu-
ral Sciences. The founders of the Poznań 
Chair of Anthropology deeply regretted 
the decision to transfer the department 
from one faculty to another. As Professor 
Michał Ćwirko-Godycki (1958) wrote:

In 1947, the Faculty of Medicine 
lost its chair and its wonderfully 

organized department, while 
the Faculty of Mathematics 

and Natural Sciences, without 
any effort, gained a chair and 

a department that it had never 
been able to organize on its own.

 (Godycki 1958: 18)28

Jan Czekanowski (1948a), in turn, 
spoke rather harshly of the Poznań center 
in the interwar period, accusing it of hav-
ing a very broad, and, in his opinion, un-
crystallized, scope of interest, which, in 
his opinion, did not deserve to be called 
a separate school. On another occasion, 
however, Czekanowski (1948b) praised 
the Poznań center for its strong organi-
zation and focus on research on children 

28	 Jan Czekanowski in the 1920s did not want to accept the Chair of Anthropology at the Faculty of 
Mathematics and Natural Sciences of the University of Poznań that was offered to him at that time.

29	 In the years 1952–56, the Act of 15 December 1951 on Higher Education and Research Workers was in 
force, in connection with which habilitation was not required when applying for the degree of associate 
professor, and the appointment to the position of independent research worker was decided by the ap-
propriate bodies in the Ministry of Higher Education.

and work at the intersection of anthro-
pology and medicine. In 1960 Professor 
Czekanowski retired, and from that year, 
at Czekanowski’s request, Franciszek 
Wokroj became the head of the chair.

Franciszek Wokroj (1906–1991) 
–  Lvov-born anthropologist, student of 
Jan Czekanowski (PhD 1946), and fol-
lower of the Lvov school of anthropolo-
gy. He worked briefly at the University 
of Lvov (1937–41), and was associated 
with the Department of Anthropology of 
the Poznań University/Adam Mickiewicz 
University from 1945 to 1972. In 1956, 
he was promoted to the rank of associate 
professor without having completed the 
habilitation procedure29. He participated 
in the First Arab-Polish Anthropological 
Expedition to Egypt (1958/59). He served 
as head of the Chair of Anthropology 
at Adam Mickiewicz University (1960–
66), and subsequently as head of one of 
its two departments – the Department 
of Regional and Ethnic Anthropology 
(1967–69). He organized the Department 
of Anthropology at the Nicolaus Coper-
nicus University in Toruń (1956–61), 
and for two years after the death of Ire-
neusz Michalski (1965–67) he served as 
curator of the Department of Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Łódź. A life and 
honorary member of the Polish Anthro-
pological Society (1984).

In 1946, Wokroj became a delegate of 
the Ministry of Education, representing 
the Department of Restitution and Com-
pensation, and transported the collections 
of the University of Lvov, including most 
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of Professor Czekanowski’s book collec-
tion, from the then Ukrainian city of Lvov 
to Poznań. Collaborating with archae-
ologists, he participated in excavations 
in Kruszwica, Gniezno, and Biskupin. 
He subsequently organized numerous 
excavations himself: Młynówka, Góra 
Chełmska, Łowyń, Kołobrzeg–collegiate 
church, and Cedynia (Malinowski 1993, 
2008). He analyzed early medieval cran-
iological materials from Ostrów Lednicki 
(Wokroj 1953), including those from the 
excavations of Adam Wrzosek and Michał 
Ćwirko-Godycki. His students, later pro-
fessors were: Andrzej Malinowski, Janusz 
Piontek, and Czesław Grzeszyk.

The 1920s to the 1970s saw a  time 
of “ups and downs” for Poznań’s univer-
sity anthropology. Over its 50 years of 

operation, it changed headquarters four 
times, from a department to a chair, then 
to a section, only to return to department 
status (in 1987, it would become an insti-
tute). In 1965, professors emeritus Adam 
Wrzosek and Jan Czekanowski died—two 
outstanding figures in the world of an-
thropology. In 1969, the Adam Mickie-
wicz University faculty authorities did not 
extend Michał Ćwirko-Godycki’s right to 
continue to head the chair due to his age 
(he was over 65), and they did not want to 
rehire Wokroj in that position. Therefore, 
the Chair of Anthropology and both de-
partments were dissolved, and the Section 
of Anthropology was established in their 
place, even though Professor Ćwirko-God-
ycki retired only in 1971 (remaining at the 
faculty as a private employee).

Figure 9. Professor Ćwirko-Godycki surrounded by his students and other young anthropologists of 
the Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Biology and Earth Sciences, Adam Mickiewicz University 
in Poznań (1972). From the left, sitting: Andrzej Malinowski, Maria Danuta Kaliszewska-Drozdowska, 
Michał Ćwirko-Godycki, and Jan Strzałko; standing: Joachim Cieślik and Janusz Piontek (Source: Przegląd 
Antropologiczny vol. 47)
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Despite these turmoils, beginning 
in the 1970s, anthropology in Poznań 
entered a period of very dynamic devel-
opment. Its energetic, enthusiastic, and 
innovative young graduates undertook 
research on various aspects of the so-
called New Physical Anthropology or 
continued the work initiated by Professor 
Michał Ćwirko-Godycki. These includ-
ed: (1) Research on skeletal populations, 
including paleodemography and micro-
evolution (Jan Strzałko, Janusz Piontek, 
Maciej Henneberg); (2) Research on hu-
man ontogeny (children’s growth and 
physical development), including the 
construction of “developmental norms” 
(Andrzej Malinowski, Maria Danuta 
Kaliszewska-Drozdowska, Joachim Cieś-
lik [Maria Kaczmarek would later join 
the team of “ontogeneticists”]); (3)  Ap-
plications of anthropology in forensic 
medicine (A.  Malinowski, J.  Strzałko, 
J.  Piontek) and (4) Studies on the mor-
phogenesis of the skull and the influence 
of the masticatory muscles on its shape 
(A. Malinowski, J. Strzałko) (Malinowski 
1973).

Soon, the Department of Anthropol-
ogy at Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznań would become the largest an-
thropological academic center in Poland 
– the next “capital” of anthropology, af-
ter Wrocław. Professor Ćwirko-Godycki’s 
work at the Poznań University of Physi-
cal Education was continued by Zbigniew 
Drozdowski.

Zbigniew Drozdowski (1930–2004) – 
born in Sieraków (Greater Poland Voivode-
ship) anthropologist, academic teacher at 
the Higher School/Academy of Physical 
Education in Poznań (1952–2001) and 
the University of Szczecin (1985–93). As 
a student of both Jan Czekanowski (MA 
1952) and Michał Ćwirko-Godycki (PhD 
1960), he attempted to combine the con-

cepts of Czekanowski’s Lvov School with 
the assumptions of the Poznań center 
presented by Wrzosek and Ćwirko-God-
ycki (Drozdowski 1985), linking anthro-
pology with physical culture. He focused 
on the anthropology of sport, including 
physical culture methodology, the theory 
of athletic performance, human motor 
skills and their measurement, the chron-
obiological foundations of physical activ-
ity, and the determinants and effects of 
human athletic and professional activity. 
From 1953, he was a member/activist of 
the Polish United Workers’ Party.

For 34 years (from 1967) he was head 
of the Department of Anthropology/
Sport Anthropology, then (from 1991) 
head of the Chair of Anthropology and 
Biometry at the Faculty of Physical Ed-
ucation, Academy/University of Physical 
Education in Poznań; vice-dean, dean, 
vice-rector, and rector of the Academy of 
Physical Education in Poznań (1975–98). 
Organizer and head of the Laboratory of 
Anthropology and Biometry at the Fac-
ulty of Physical Education in Gorzów 
Wielkopolski, head of the Department of 
Anthropology at the Faculty of Natural 
Sciences, University of Szczecin. Mem-
ber of: the Committee on Anthropology 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences (its 
chairman from 1975 to 1987), the Main 
Council for Science and Higher Educa-
tion (including its vice-chairman), the 
Committee on Physical Culture Sciences 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences (in-
cluding its chairman), and the Central 
Commission for Academic Titles and 
Academic Degrees. Honorary member 
of the Polish Anthropological Society 
(1979), and doctor honoris causa of the 
Academy/University of Physical Educa-
tion in Wrocław (1998) and the Acade-
my/University of Physical Education in 
Poznań (2003). He published numerous 
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monographs and textbooks for students, 
including: “Antropologia sportowa” 
(1984), “Antropologia a kultura fizyczna” 
(1996), and “Antropometria w wychowa-
niu fizycznym” (1998). 

Leading figures in Wrocław anthropol-
ogy at the Polish Academy of Sciences in 
the second half of the 20th century were:
Andrzej Malinowski (1934–2023) 
– Poznań-born anthropologist, academic 
teacher at the Adam Mickiewicz Uni-
versity in Poznań (1962–65 and 1972–
92), the Department of Anatomy at the 
Poznań Medical Academy (1965–72), 
the Independent Laboratory of Anthro-
pology at the Academy of Physical Ed-
ucation in Gdańsk (1985–87), the Uni-
versity of Łódź (1990–98), the Chair of 
Physical Education at the Higher Ped-
agogical School/University of Zielona 
Góra (1998–2005), and the Chair of 
Physical Culture at the Radom Univer-
sity of Technology (2009–11). Student 
of Michał Ćwirko-Godycki (MA 1962) 
and Franciszek Wokroj (PhD 1967). 
Head of departments of: Anthropology 
at Adam Mickiewicz University and the 
University of Łódź, Ergonomics and Ap-
plied Anthropology at Adam Mickiew-
icz University, and Physical and Health 
Education at the University of Łódź. 
Dean of the Faculty of Biology and Earth 
Sciences at Adam Mickiewicz Universi-
ty (1981–84), Director of the Institute of 
Anthropology at Adam Mickiewicz Uni-
versity (1987–89). Chairman of the Pol-
ish Anthropological Society (1984–87), 
and its honorary member (2003), honor-
ary member of the Yugoslav Anthropo-
logical Society (1996).

His research interests included hu-
man ontogeny (prenatal development, 
child and adolescent development, and 
developmental norms), morphological 
and historical anthropology (including 

studies of bones from cremation graves), 
anatomy, applied anthropology in med-
icine, ergonomics (standardized foot 
and hand measurements), and physical 
education, as well as the history of an-
thropology in Poland. He participated in 
excavations (Góra Chełmska, Kołobrzeg 
Collegiate Church, Posada Rybotycka) 
and in exhumation and identification 
studies of victims of German crimes 
from World War II in the Palędzie for-
ests near Poznań. He held research in-
ternships and conducted research and 
lectures in Bulgaria, the republics of the 
then USSR (Russian, Ukrainian, Lithua-
nian and Belarusian), and in Yugoslavia, 
and Czechoslovakia. He strived to estab-
lish the position of Polish biological an-
thropology among the academic scientif-
ic disciplines. Author/co-author/scientific 
editor of numerous books, monographs, 
and textbooks, including: “Antropologia 
fizyczna” (1980), “Antropologia” (1985, 
1989), “Metody badań w  biologii czło-
wieka” (1988), “Wstęp do antropologii 
i ekologii człowieka” (1994, 1999), “Au-
ksologia: Rozwój osobniczy człowieka 
w  ujęciu biomedycznym” (2004, 2007, 
2009), and the  series of monographs: 
“Dziecko poznańskie” (1976), “Dziecko 
wielkopolskie” (1978), “Dziecko koniń-
skie” (1989), “Dziecko łódzkie” (1998),  
“Dziecko lubuskie” (2005). His students, 
later professors included Joachim Cie-
ślik, Maria Kaczmarek, and Elżbieta Żą-
dzińska.

Jan Strzałko (1943–2016) – born 
in the Eastern Borderlands in Kleck, 
Nieśwież County (now Belarus) anthro-
pologist and human ecologist, academic 
teacher at Adam Mickiewicz University 
in Poznań (1965–2016). A  student of 
Michał Ćwirko-Godycki (PhD 1968). 
Participant in the Poznań scientific ex-
pedition to the Rwenzori Mountains 
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and Mt. Kenya (1974). First dean of the 
newly established Faculty of Biology at 
Adam Mickiewicz University (1984–85; 
his term of office was interrupted due to 
the political vetting of academic staff), 
head of the Department of Anthropology 
at the Faculty of Biology at Adam Mic
kiewicz University (1984–87), creator 
and head of the Department of Human 
Population Ecology at the Institute of 
Anthropology (1987–2012), vice-rector 
for research at Adam Mickiewicz Univer-
sity (1990–96). Editor-in-chief of “Prze-
gląd Antropologiczny – Anthropological 
Review” (1987–2011). An award grant-
ed by the Polish Society for Human and 
Evolution Studies is named after him 
(the Professor Jan Strzałko Award for an 
outstanding young scientist).

In the early years of his scientific ca-
reer, Jan Strzałko was primarily interest-
ed in the morphology and morphogenesis 
of the human skeleton, including factors 
influencing skeletal variability, and mus-
cle function. His second research focus 
(primarily in the 1970s and 1980s) was 
the methodology of research on so-called 
prehistoric populations—bone materials 
from excavations at various anthropologi-
cal and archaeological sites in Poland (both 
cremated and skeletal). His third research 
interest was human population ecology, 
focused on determining the influence of 
natural and social factors on human pop-
ulations and the relationships between bi-
ological and cultural evolution. His fourth 
research project (1980s and 1990s) was fo-
cused on the biological foundations of hu-
man social behavior—physical attractive-
ness and sexual selection, demonstrating 
that the most beautiful is the “average”. Fi-
nally, his last research topic (starting from 
the 2000s) was the problem of human 
“races”, racial stereotypes and xenophobia 
(Kaszycka 2016a, 2016b).

Professor Strzałko had a  wide range 
of interests (from biology and statistics 
to literature) and vast knowledge. His 
scientific accomplishments include au-
thorships of manuals, textbooks, dic-
tionaries, and encyclopedias, of which 
he was a co-author and often an editor, 
including: “Wstęp do ekologii populacy-
jnej człowieka” (1976), “Antropologia 
fizyczna” (1980), “Populacje ludzkie jako 
systemy biologiczne” (1980), “Antropo-
logia” (1985, 1989), “Ekologia populacji 
pradziejowych” (1990), “Ekologia po-
pulacji ludzkich. Środowisko człowieka 
w  pradziejach” (1995), “Kompendium 
wiedzy o ekologii” (1999, 2005), “Słow-
nik terminów biologicznych” (2006). He 
was also the managing and scientific ed-
itor of the first Polish translation of the 
American textbook “Campbell’s Biology” 
(2012).

Maria Danuta Kaliszewska-Drozdow-
ska (1941–2003) – born in the village 
of Lipa (on the border of the Lublin and 
Subcarpathian Voivodeships, where her 
family was relocated from Września) an-
thropologist, academic teacher at Adam 
Mickiewicz University in Poznań (1964–
2001). Student of Michał Ćwirko-Gody-
cki (PhD 1970). Deputy director of the 
Institute of Anthropology at Adam Mick-
iewicz University (1987–93). She special-
ized in human ontogeny, with particular 
emphasis on the prenatal, perinatal, and 
neonatal periods. She compiled “develop-
mental norms” for newborns and small 
children based on Polish material and 
was a  co-author of several monographs 
in this field: “Dziecko poznańskie” (1976 
and 1994) and “Dziecko wielkopolskie” 
(1978), author of “Stan biologiczny i ak-
celeracja rozwoju noworodków” (1980), 
and co-author of the textbooks “Antropo-
logia fizyczna” (1980) and “Antropologia” 
(1985, 1989).
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Janusz Piontek – born in 1945 in 
Dąbrowa (near Poznań), professor emer-
itus of anthropology at Adam Mickiew-
icz University in Poznań (1967–2019), 
lecturer in the Department of Human 
Biology at the University of Wrocław 
(2009–12), visiting professor at the Uni-
versidade de Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain (1987–89). Student of Franciszek 
Wokroj (PhD 1970). Founder and head of 
the Department of Human Evolutionary 
Biology (1987–2017), long-time director 
of the Institute of Anthropology at Adam 
Mickiewicz University (1990–2016), 
dean of the Faculty of Biology at Adam 
Mickiewicz University (1992–96). Hon-
orary member of the Croatian Anthro-
pological Society (2016) and the Polish 
Anthropological Society (2019). He has 
studied microevolutionary processes, the 
biology and ecology of prehistoric and 
early historical populations, changes in 
the human skeletal system following the 
transition to agricultural farming, mor-
phological responses to living conditions 
in populations from archaeological sites, 
and the methodology of research on hu-
man skeletal remains. He is co-author of 
monographs and textbooks: “Wstęp do 
ekologii populacyjnej człowieka” (1976), 
“Procesy mikroewolucyjne w  europej-
skich populacjach ludzkich” (1979), “An-
tropologia fizyczna” (1980), “Populacje 
ludzkie jako systemy biologiczne” (1980), 
“Antropologia” (1985, 1989), and “Biolo-
gia populacji pradziejowych” (1996). 

Joachim Cieślik – born in 1942 in 
Piekary Śląskie, professor emeritus of an-
thropology at Adam Mickiewicz Univer-
sity in Poznań (1969–2016), lecturer at 
the Academy/University of Physical Ed-
ucation and Sport in Gdańsk (1987–97), 
visiting professor at the Université de Bat-
na, Algeria (1982) and the Université de 
Renes, France (1990). Student of Andrzej 

Malinowski (PhD 1973). He completed 
a postdoctoral fellowship at the Univer-
sity of Paris VII (1974/75). Founder and 
head of the Department of Human Bio-
logical Development (1987–2012), vice-
dean of the Faculty of Biology, vice-rector 
of Adam Mickiewicz University for stu-
dent affairs (1996–2002). Chairman of 
the Committee on Anthropology of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences (2012–15). 
Honorary member of the Polish Anthro-
pological Society (2019). He has studied 
human ontogenetic development, norms 
and normality as a “biological frame of 
reference”, and auxology in its broadest 
sense. Author of the monograph “Wielo-
poziomowy rozwój fenotypowy populacji 
i  osobnika w  ontogenezie” (1980), co-
-author of the monographs “Dziecko po-
znańskie” (1976 and 1994) and “Dziec-
ko wielkopolskie” (1978), as well as the 
textbooks “Antropologia fizyczna” (1980) 
and “Antropologia” (1985, 1989).

Maciej Henneberg – born in Poznań 
in 1949 anthropologist, academic teach-
er at Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznań (1973–84), professor emeritus at 
the University of Adelaide. He received 
his doctorate (1976) under Jan Strzałko. 
Chairman of the NSZZ “Solidarność” 
of Adam Mickiewicz University Trade 
Union Committee (1980–81). On De-
cember 13th, 1981, following the impo-
sition of martial law in Poland, the aim 
of which was to suppress the Solidarity 
movement, he was placed in an intern-
ment center for opposition activists. In 
1984 he emigrated from Poland, trave-
ling successively across three continents: 
from North America (University of Texas 
at Austin, USA, 1984–86), through Afri-
ca (University of Cape Town, 1986–90, 
and the University of the Witwatersrand 
in Johannesburg, 1990–95), to Austral-
ia (University of Adelaide, 1996–2021). 
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Honorary member of the Polish Anthro-
pological Society (2001), doctor honoris 
causa of the University of Łódź (2023). 

Expert in paleodemography, paleopa-
thology, auxology, forensic science, and 
human anatomy and evolution, science 
popularizer. He has conducted excava-
tions in Poland, Texas, South Africa, 
and Italy (Metaponto), as well as longi-
tudinal studies of child development in 
South Africa and Australia. Formerly, 
editor of the journal “Homo–Journal of 
Comparative Human Biology.” He is the 
co-author of numerous books and mon-
ographs, including “Wstęp do ekologii 
populacyjnej człowieka” (1976), “Popu-
lacje ludzkie jako systemy biologiczne” 
(1980), “Antropologia” (1985 [under his 
wife’s maiden name] and 1989), and the 
popular science book “The Hobbit trap” 
(2008, 2012).

Polish Anthropological Society 
and Przegląd Antropologiczny/

Anthropological Review 

Professor Adam Wrzosek, recognizing 
the enormous importance of scientific 
publishing for the development of every 
scientific discipline, in the early 1920s 
raised the issue of publishing an an-
thropological periodical and creating an 
organization that could both coordinate 
the work of existing anthropological in-
stitutions and promote and disseminate 
knowledge in the field of anthropolo-
gy among specialists in other scientific 
fields and broader segments of society in 
Poland. After the initial failure (owing to 
financial reasons) to publish only a single 
issue of “Wiadomości Antropologiczne” 
(Anthropological News), Professor Wrzo-
sek decided to establish the Anthropo-
logical Society, whose primary statutory 

goal would be to “contribute to the de-
velopment of anthropology” by, among 
other things, “supporting anthropologi-
cal publications.” He put his resolve into 
action, and the Polish Anthropological 
Society was thus established (Dzierży
kray-Rogalski 1973, Godycki 1976).

The Polish Anthropological Soci-
ety (PAS) was founded at a  meeting on 
November 12, 1925, in the presence of 
a dozen or so founding members, all ac-
ademics from the University of Poznań. 
A statute (modeled on the statute of the 
Polish Prehistoric Society) was adopted 
and a  board elected, consisting of Pro-
fessor Adam Wrzosek (chairman), Profes-
sor Adam Wodziczko (vice-chairman), 
Doctor Włodzimierz Missiuro (secre-
tary and treasurer), and Doctor Michał 
Ćwirko-Godycki (deputy secretary and 
treasurer). In the following years, the So-
ciety’s membership grew quite rapidly: 
by the end of 1926, it numbered 42, in 
1929 – 73, and in 1931 – 131 (Wrzos-
ek 1951); all Polish anthropologists and 
those interested in anthropology became 
members of the Society. Annual gener-
al meetings of the Society were held in 
Poznań (with reporting and scientific 
parts), the scientific part of which (lec-
tures, papers) largely reflecting the activ-
ities of the Department of Anthropology 
of the University of Poznań.

As Professor Ćwirko-Godycki em-
phasized (Godycki 1958), the Poznań 
center ’s major achievement was the 
establishment of the journal “Przegląd 
Antropologiczny”, which, as a  body of 
the Polish Anthropological Society, was 
published by Professor Wrzosek starting 
in 1926. However, “Przegląd Antropo-
logiczny”, from its inception until 1937, 
struggled with financial difficulties and 
was published largely thanks to the pri-
vate initiative of the Society’s president 
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and editor-in-chief. With the establish-
ment of the Anthropological Committee 
of the Council of Natural and Applied 
Sciences in 1936, a  reform of the jour-
nal’s content, and a resolution to make 
“Przegląd Antropologiczny” the main 
body of all anthropological centers in 
Poland, in 1938 it received a significant 
subsidy from the National Culture Fund, 
and volume 12 of the journal, with its 
four issues, was impressive in terms of 
the page count. However, World War II 
interrupted its further publication for 
several years.

In December 1948, a year after Pro-
fessor Adam Wrzosek was retired by the 
communist authorities, at the general 
meeting of the Polish Anthropological 
Society, its first president resigned from 
the office he had held since 1925, and 
Michał Ćwirko-Godycki was elected as 
the new president of the PAS. The next 
significant date in the history of the 
Society (which then consisted of 135 
members) came two years later – the 
general meeting of December 10, 1950 
(the so-called “Łódź Coup”) and the 
election of a new board on February 3, 
1951. Jan Mydlarski became the new 
president of the Society (Wrzosek 1951). 
In 1953 (from volume 19), Professor 
Mydlarski also assumed the position of 
editor-in-chief of “Przegląd Antropolog-
iczny” (although A.  Wrzosek remained 
as the scientific and technical editor), 
and in 1955 he took over the position of 
Editor of the PAS Publishing House (Pro-
fessor Wrzosek subsequently returned 
to the journal as its editor-in-chief for 
two years). In 1957 (from volume 23), 
Michał Ćwirko-Godycki became editor-
-in-chief of “Przegląd Antropologiczny.” 
At that time, Polish anthropology al-
ready had two other scientific publishing 
houses: “Materiały i  Prace Antropolog-

iczne” (1953–90, edited by Jan Mydlar-
ski, and then by Adam Wanke, Halina 
Milicer and Edmund Piasecki), and the 
second organ of the Polish Antropolog-
ical Society – the quarterly “Człowiek 
w Czasie i Przestrzeni” (1956–64, edited 
by Tadeusz Dzierżykray-Rogalski).

The first Congress of Polish Anthro-
pologists, organized by Professor Adam 
Wrzosek, took place in Poznań in Sep-
tember 1933, as part of the then 14th 
Congress of Polish Physicians and Nat-
uralists. Thirty-three speakers registered 
to participate, representing all of the aca-
demic anthropological centers in Poland 
at the time (Warsaw, Kraków, Lvov, Vil
nius, and Poznań) (Musielak 2022). An-
other important congress was the joint 
congress of the Polish Zoological Society 
and the Polish Anthropological Socie-
ty (the so-called Łódź Congress) in De-
cember 1950, featuring Jan Mydlarski’s 
famous paper on the shortcomings and 
need for a retooling and ideological recon-
struction of Polish anthropology (Myd-
larski 1951). As a result, in the first half 
of the 1950s three national anthropolog-
ical conferences were organized: two in 
Wrocław (December 1951 and February 
1954) – concerning taxonomic methods 
and anthropological typology, and one in 
Osieczna (December 1952) – pertaining 
to ethnogenetic research.

In November 1956, the celebratory 
Jubilee Congress of the 100th Anniver-
sary of Polish Anthropology took place 
at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków, 
marking the centenary of Professor Józef 
Majer’s beginning of anthropology lec-
tures at the Jagiellonian University. The 
congress was attended by the French an-
thropologist and paleontologist Professor 
Henri Victor Vallois (later an honorary 
member of the Polish Anthropological 
Society) and delegations from the then 
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Eastern Bloc countries (the so-called peo-
ple’s democracies): East Germany, Yugo-
slavia, and Czechoslovakia (see Przegląd 
Antropologiczny, vol. 24, 1958).

In October 1975, the Poznań Acade-
my/University of Physical Education host-
ed the Jubilee Congress, which began with 
a  ceremonial gathering to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Polish Anthropo-
logical Society and the 100th birthday of 
its founder, Professor Adam Wrzosek. The 
Society was formally acknowledged by 
being awarded the Medal of the Commis-
sion of National Education (see Przegląd 
Antropologiczny, vol. 42, 1976). Begin-
ning with the Society’s 50th anniversa-
ry, the Poznań center has organized PAS 
jubilee conferences every ten years, thus 
celebrating subsequent 10-year anniver-
saries of the Society’s founding: the 60th 
anniversary of the PAS (1985), the 70th 
anniversary (1995), the 80th anniversary 
(2005), the 90th anniversary (2015), and 
the 100th anniversary (2025) – this year.

Presently, the Polish Anthropologi-
cal Society has approximately 120 ac-
tive (due-paying) members, organized in 
10  branches (Poznań, Kraków, Warsaw, 
Wrocław, Łódź, Gdańsk, Szczecin, Byd-
goszcz, Świętokrzyskie, and Rzeszów), as 
well as 10 honorary members (out of a to-
tal of 67 appointed between 1927 and 2023: 
39 from Poland and 28 from abroad). 

The history of the Society, including 
its organ – “Przegląd Anthropologiczny” 
(currently “Anthropological Review”), was 
addressed by the presidents/chairpersons 
of the PAS and/or editors-in-chief of the 
journal on the occasion of subsequent 
anniversaries: on the quarter-century of 
the PAS – Adam Wrzosek (1951), on the 
half-century of the PAS – Tadeusz Dzierży
kray-Rogalski (1976), on the 60th anni-
versary of the PAS – Andrzej Malinowski 
(1986), on the 75th anniversary of “Prze-

gląd Anthropologiczny” – Jan Strzałko 
(2001) and on the 90th anniversary of the 
PAS and “Anthropological Review” – Ma-
ria Kaczmarek (2016).

The PAS chairpersons (1925–2025) 
were as follows:

1. Adam Wrzosek (1925–1948) – 
7 terms

2. Michał 
Ćwirko-Godycki 

(1948–1951) – 
1 term

3. Jan Mydlarski (1951–1956) – 
2 terms

4. Tadeusz  
Dzierżykray-Rogalski 

(1956–1984) – 
8 terms

5. Andrzej  
Malinowski 

(1984–1987) – 
1 term

6. Paweł Bergman (1987–1999) – 
4 terms

7. Danuta Kornafel (1999–2007) – 
2 terms

8. Maria Kaczmarek (2007–2015) – 
2 terms

9. Krzysztof Szostek (2015–2019) – 
1 term

10. Jacek Tomczyk (2019–) – cur-
rently serving 
his second 
term

The list of editors-in-chief of “Prze-
gląd Antropologiczny”/”Anthropological 
Review” and the volumes of the journal 
published during their tenure (1926–
2025) is as follows:

1. Adam Wrzosek (1926–1948 oraz 
1955–56) – vol. 
1–15 & 21–22

–  Editorial Board (1949–1952) 
– vol. 16–18 
(volumes editor 
A. Wrzosek)
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2. Jan Mydlarski (1953–1954) – 
vol. 19–20

3. Michał Ćwirko-
Godycki 

(1957–1977) – 
vol. 23–43

4. Tadeusz 
Dzierżykray-
Rogalski 

(1978–1984) – 
vol. 44–50

5. Zbigniew 
Drozdowski 

(1985–1986) – 
vol. 51 (volume 
editor J. Strzałko)

6. Jan Strzałko (1987–2011) – 
vol. 52–74

–  Board of Editors (2012) – vol. 75

7. Maria 
Kaczmarek 

(2013–2019) – 
vol. 76–82

8. Sławomir 
Kozieł 

(2020–2024) – 
vol. 83–87

9. Justyna 
Miszkiewicz

(2025–) – vol. 88

Anthropological Institutions 
in Poland – Current Status

In the 21st century, the traditional de-
partments/chairs of physical/biological 
anthropology, both at universities and 
other institutions of higher education, 
began to undergo transformations to 
their structure (partly as a  result of the 
2018 “Constitution for Science – Act 
2.0” reform of the higher education and 
science system in Poland), and to their 
nomenclature, often replacing the word 
“anthropology” with “human biology.” 
Some anthropological departments from 
centers established after World War II 
have not survived to this day, some have 
been reorganized, and still others were 
established at universities where bio-
logical anthropology had not previously 
existed – some of which remain opera-
tional, and others have failed, becoming 

departments under a single head, such as 
the Chair and Department of Anthropol-
ogy at the L. Rydygier Collegium Medi-
um of Nicolaus Copernicus University in 
Bydgoszcz.

Three historical departments were 
liquidated: (1) the Department of Hu-
man Ecology at the Institute of Ecolo-
gy of the Polish Academy of Sciences in 
Warsaw (in 2002), founded and long-time 
headed (1969–99) until his retirement by 
Napoleon Wolański. (2) the Department 
of Anthropology at the Faculty of Biolo-
gy and Environmental Protection, Nico-
laus Copernicus University in Toruń (in 
2018), for years (1972–2007) headed by 
Guido Kriesel (most recently: 2014–18 by 
Tomasz Kozłowski). (3) the Department 
of Physical Anthropology at the Acade-
my/University of Physical Education in 
Wrocław, originating from the Chair of 
Anthropology and Biometry (in 2020), 
for years (1969–2002) headed by Antoni 
Janusz (and between 2002–19 by Anna 
Burdukiewicz) – the department was sub-
sequently merged with other departments 
and transformed into the Department of 
Biological Basis of Physical Activity.

In 2016, the Department of Anthro-
pology in Wrocław, an independent sci-
entific unit of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences, underwent transformation. 
It was established by Jan Mydlarski in 
1952 and for years (1970–2001) was 
headed by Tadeusz Bielicki (most recent-
ly: 2010–16 by Sławomir Kozieł). The 
Department of Anthropology has been 
incorporated into the Ludwik Hirszfeld 
Institute of Immunology and Experi-
mental Therapy of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences in Wrocław, subordinate to 
the Faculty of Medical Sciences V.

In 1999, the Academy of Catholic 
Theology in Warsaw was transformed into 
Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University. In 
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2002, the Institute of Ecology and Bioeth-
ics of the Faculty of Christian Philosophy 
at that university (currently the Center for 
Ecology and Ecophilosophy) established 
the Department of Human Ecology (head-
ed by Anna Siniarska-Wolańska), which 
later was transformed into the Chair of 
Anthropology (headed by Father Bernard 
Hałaczek). In 2009, a second department 
dedicated to anthropological matters was 
established at the newly founded Faculty 
of Biology and Environmental Sciences 
at Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University, 
namely the Department of Human Biol-
ogy (first head: Anna Siniarska-Wolań
ska). In 2019, owing to the reform, the 
Institute of Biological Sciences was estab-
lished, which presently includes two de-
partments whose staff conduct research 
in biological anthropology (the director of 
the institute and the head of the center: 
Jacek Tomczyk).

In 2020, the Institute of Anthropology 
at the Faculty of Biology of Adam Mick-
iewicz University in Poznań underwent 
a structural reorganization, changing its 
name to the Institute of Human Biolo-
gy and Evolution. Three departments 
that were established in 1987 within 
the institute: the Department of Human 
Evolutionary Biology (first head: Janusz 
Piontek, then Marta Krenz-Niedbała), 
the Department of Human Biological 
Development (first head: Joachim Cieś-
lik, then Maria Kaczmarek), and the De-
partment of Human Population/ Evolu-
tionary Ecology (first head: Jan Strzałko, 
then Katarzyna A.  Kaszycka) ceased to 
exist, and the institute now comprises 
of research teams. In addition to anthro-
pological topics, the unit’s core research 

30	 A previous report containing information on teaching and research institutions where anthropology 
was the primary focus, and on scientific institutions where anthropologists were employed, can be 
found in Drozdowski et al. (1983). Of historical value today is also information on persons who worked 

focus has also shifted to bioinformatics, 
genomics, and molecular research.

In 2009, at the Wrocław University of 
Environmental and Life Sciences, which 
in 1951, as the Higher Agricultural 
School was established as an independent 
university, a department, then a Chair of 
Anthropology, was established, currently 
located within the Faculty of Biology and 
Animal Science (first headed by Krzysztof 
Borysławski). 

Currently, units of biological anthro-
pology exist at seven Polish universities: 
the Jagiellonian University in Kraków, 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, 
the University of Wrocław, the Univer-
sity of Environmental and Life Sciences 
in Wrocław, the University of Łódź, Car-
dinal Stefan Wyszyński University in 
Warsaw, and the University of Szczecin 
(a  combined department of ecology 
and anthropology); at four academies/
universities of physical education in: 
Kraków, Poznań, Warsaw, and Gdańsk 
(a  combined department of anatomy 
and anthropology); and at three research 
institutions unrelated to higher educa-
tion: the Polish Academy of Sciences 
in Wrocław, the Children’s Memorial 
Health Institute in Warsaw, and the Ar-
chaeological Museum in Gdańsk30.

Universities: 
1.	 Jagiellonian University in Kraków: 

	– Laboratory of Anthropology, In-
stitute of Zoology and Biomedical 
Research, Faculty of Biology (head: 
Iwona Wronka). 

	– Department of Health and En-
vironment, Faculty of Health 
Sciences, Medical College (head: 
Grażyna Jasieńska). 
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2.	 Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznań – Institute of Biology and 
Human Evolution, Faculty of Biology 
(head: Izabela Makałowska – anthro-
pologist and bioinformatician). 

3.	 University of Wrocław – Depart-
ment of Human Biology, Faculty of 
Biological Sciences (head: Bogusław 
Pawłowski). 

4.	 Wrocław University of Environmental 
and Life Sciences – Chair of Anthro-
pology, Faculty of Biology and Animal 
Breeding (head: Anna Lipowicz). 

5.	 University of Łódź – Chair of Anthro-
pology, Institute of Ecology and Envi-
ronmental Protection, Faculty of Bi-
ology and Environmental Protection 
(head: Elżbieta Żądzińska). 

6.	 Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński Universi-
ty in Warsaw: 
	– Department of Human Biology, 

Chair of Biology, Institute of Biolog-
ical Sciences, Faculty of Biology and 
Environmental Sciences (last head: 
Alicja Budnik, currently vacant). 

	– Department of Environmental An-
thropology and Toxicology, Chair 
of Environmental Protection, In-
stitute of Biological Sciences (head: 
Krzysztof Szostek). 

7.	 University of Szczecin – Chair of 
Ecology and Anthropology, Institute 
of Biology, Faculty of Exact and Natu-
ral Sciences (head: bird ecologist).
Academies/Universities of Physical 

Education: 
1.	 Bronisław Czech Academy of Physical 

Culture in Kraków – Department of 
Anthropology, Institute of Biomedical 
Sciences, Faculty of Physical Educa-
tion and Sport (head: Łukasz Kryst). 

2.	 Eugeniusz Piasecki Academy of Phys-
ical Education in Poznań – Depart-

as anthropologists in Poland in the 1980s (Krupiński 1988).

ment of Biological Human Develop-
ment, Chair of Sports Kinesiology, 
Faculty of Physical Culture Sciences 
(head: Dariusz Wieliński). 

3.	 Józef Piłsudski Acadmy of Physical 
Education in Warsaw – Chair of Hu-
man Biology, Faculty of Physical Ed-
ucation (head: Monika Łopuszańska-
Dawid). 

4.	 Jędrzej Śniadecki Academy of Physical 
Education and Sport in Gdańsk – De-
partment of Anatomy and Anthropolo-
gy, Faculty of Physical Education (head: 
Ewa Wójtowicz – biologist, M.D.).
Research institutions of the Polish 

Academy of Sciences: 
1.	 Ludwik Hirszfeld Institute of Immu-

nology and Experimental Therapy of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences in 
Wrocław – Department of Anthropol-
ogy (head: Sławomir Kozieł). 
Other research institutions: 

1.	 Children’s Memorial Health Institute 
in Warsaw (a research institute under 
the Ministry of Health) – Anthro-
pology Laboratory (head: Agnieszka 
Różdżyńska-Świątkowska). 

2.	 Archaeological Museum in Gdańsk 
–  Anthropology Laboratory (head: 
Aleksandra Pudło).
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ABSTRAKT
W 2025 roku mija dokładnie sto lat od założenia w Poznaniu Polskiego Towarzystwa Antropologicznego (12.11.1925), 
zainicjowanego przez profesora Adama Wrzoska z Uniwersytetu Poznańskiego, który został pierwszym jego przewod-
niczącym, oraz 150-lecie urodzin Adama Wrzoska. W tym roku mija też 120-lecie utworzenia, z inicjatywy Kazimierza 
Stołyhwy, pierwszej na ziemiach polskich, i pierwszej w Europie Wschodniej, placówki zajmującej się antropologią fi-
zyczną, jaką była Pracownia Antropologiczna przy Muzeum Przemysłu i Rolnictwa w Warszawie (1905). W 2026 roku 
minie setna rocznica wydania drukiem pierwszego tomu czasopisma PTA “Przegląd Antropologiczny”, obecnie “An-
thropological Review” (1926), oraz 170-lecie początku antropologii jako dyscypliny uniwersyteckiej (1856), za który 
uznaje się rok wprowadzenia pierwszych wykładów z antropologii na Uniwersytecie Jagiellońskim w Krakowie przez 
profesora Józefa Majera. W literaturze można spotkać pewną liczbę prac poświęconych historii antropologii fizycznej/
biologicznej na ziemiach polskich – szczególnie dziejom poszczególnych ośrodków, opublikowanych w latach 50. 
XX wieku z okazji jubileuszu 100-lecia dyscypliny przypadającej na rok 1956, jak również opracowań historii polskiej 
antropologii w ujęciu bardziej całościowym z innych okazji. Ten artykuł ujmuje historię antropologii biologicznej 
w Polsce, opowiedzianą między innymi za pomocą krótkich biogramów naukowych jej twórców – profesorów, których 
praca i dorobek przyczyniły się do rozwoju dyscypliny, stając się częścią historii nauki. Historie biograficzne obejmują 
głównie wiek XIX i XX, a wśród nich tych profesorów, którzy albo już przeszli do historii, albo w dniu publika-
cji tego artykułu ukończyli 75 lat (urodzili się do 1950 roku).

Słowa kluczowe: historia nauki, historia antropologii, polscy antropolodzy, polscy naukowcy
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