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Abstract

The conception of sustainable development applies to all spheres of
human activities since natural environment, which undergoes changes all the
time, constitutes space of life for human race. One of human activities which
integrates many spheres of socio-economic life is tourism.This paper is
committed to the analysis of regulations concerning the issue of sustainable
tourism, beginning from 1993 until the publications of 2005. The author made
the attempt of identification of changes in the approach to the problems of
sustainable tourism in international context. The other aim was to indicate the
main problems which impede the realization of the concept of eco-development
in relation to tourism.

1. Intodruction

The 20th century passed into the history of mankind as one of the most
expansionary periods as far as exploitation of earth’s natural resources are
concerned. In the last thirty years, pursuing the raise of quality of their lives,
men consumed 30% of our planet's natural wealth. Profiting not only from
energy of water and wind, they decided to go deeper, exploiting such resources
as carbon, gas and oil.

The effects of damage done by humans through wasteful exploitation are
distant in time, which means that the scale of this occurrence is visible in global
context, whereas it is hardly detected in an individual’s local surroundings. It is
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estimated that every 18 minutes one species ofifgildies and negative effects
of such state of affairs are difficult to estimaggen by ecologists.

The danger of depletion of resources has becoraetahd progression in
pollution of the environment led to disorder inurat One of the conceptions
which enables the reverse of this trend is, cremtelde late eighties of the 20th
century, the idea of sustainable development. @altyi this term referred to
forestry and represented the way of forest managebesed on the idea that
you can cut only such an amount of trees that eailyebe replaced by new
ones, so that the ability of community to regereesaill not be harmed. In the
international dimension, the conception of sustamadevelopment was
expressed in 1987 in Brundtland Report, accordingvhich at the level of
present civilisation the sustainable developmentp@ssible, which is such
a development in which the needs of present geéaeraan be satisfied without
lessening chances of future generations for satigfthem, tooThough twenty
years passed since these events, the relation detvweeonomic growth,
protection of environment and human health is stlid as it was proposed in
Brundtland Report.

In subject literature many definitions of sustaieatievelopment can be
encountered, each of which emphasizes differenension and sphere of this
term. In theory of economy most of them concentostehree forms of capital:
economic, human and environmental, but very raoglythe relations between
those three. In this context it can be quoted dftdriontek that the essence of
sustainable development is the assurance of lastipgovement of quality of
life for present and future generations through shaping process of the right
proportions between three forms of capital: ecoromiman and environmental
(Piontek, Piontek, Piontek 2000). It is worth renhbeming that this and many
other definitions exclude institutional, spatialpmal and spiritual dimension of
eco-development. The overall definition of susthiea development is
composed of the following elements:

¢ management of economic resources,

* management of natural resources,

* management of human resources,

« institutional solutions,

* space,

» shaping of awareness and choice of life model,

« moral dimension and

« spiritual dimension (including cultural developmefRiontek 2002, p. 15).
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The conception of sustainable development appleslt spheres of
human activities since natural environment, whicldargoes changes all the
time, constitutes space of life for human race. sThgriculture, transport or
service market in broad meaning are the areas ichvthere is a strong need for
implementation of eco-development idea for maintgrbiological balance in
the world. One of human activities which integrateany spheres of socio-
economic life is tourism. Containing an elementrahslocation it has become
not only the catalyst which drives the flow of infeation and capital but also
determinates the development of many regions ofvibrid.

This paper is committed to the analysis of regateticoncerning the issue
of sustainable tourism, beginning from 1993 urté publications of 2005. The
selected documents are divided into two parts aoirog global and European
level. The author made the attempt of identificatid changes in the approach
to the problems of sustainable tourism in inteoral context. The other aim
was to indicate the main problems which impederéadization of the concept
of eco-development in relation to tourism.

2. Realization of eco-development in tourism at ghal level

In subject literature three key terms are very rofmnfused:
sustainable development, sustainable tourism andcerism. The below
juxtaposition shows the proper relation betweesdherms.

ECO-DEVELOPMENT

T
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

1
ECO-TOURISM

Graph 1.

Source: Author's own compilation.

Sustainable tourism applies to a broad conceptioenvironmentally
oriented tourism development in all reception aread concerns all known
forms of tourism. Eco-tourism is a more narrow teramstituting one of the
forms of travelling closely related to nature amdigenous culture of areas
which have high natural valueZdrcba 2006, p. 36 However, sustainable
development (also known as eco-development) catessitthe foundation and
leading idea of sustainable tourism. It means neilogophy of global, regional
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and local development, which includes and harmanibe action of four kinds
of orders: ecological, social, economic and spalibk integrated order, which
came into existence in this way, allows to satibiy needs of both present and
future inhabitants of planet earth.

One of the most important documents of internatiosak concerning the
issue of sustainable tourism Agenda 21 for Travel and Tourism Industry
Towards Environmentally Sustainable Developmentated by World Travel
and Tourism Council (WTTC), World Tourism Organieat(WTQO) and Earth
Council (EC) in 1996It sets priority objectives, in global meaning, alhiare
supposed to bring tourism sector closer to thesrofleeco-development. The
most important are:

1. Travelling and tourism should be based on susté&mabdels of production
and consumption.

2. Travelling and tourism should support the presémmatprotection and
renovation of earth ecosystems.

3. There is a need of promotion of open market systentourism, free
exchange of tourism services subjected to the ruwéssustainable
development and respecting international law ofrenwmental protection.

4.There is a need of creation of new incomes for lldnhabitants by
involving them in decision making and planning @eses in particular
regions.

5. Tourism sector should be directed on the reduatiothe amount of waste
and on saving the energy and water, eliminatiosulfstances which are
dangerous to the environment and on stimulatingepmogical behaviour
among tourism personnel, tourists and local comtyu@Agenda 21 for
Travel and Tourism Industry)..

The Agendaalso proposes three main tools for the realisagbrihe
mentioned goals. First of all, it notices the neédtrengthening of the existing
law means in relation to environment and healthgution. What is more, pro-
ecological direction of the development of tourisnay be strengthened by
means of market mechanisms and by reflecting theome of using a particular
natural resource in the prices of goods and sesviéhat is also important, it
was proposed to organise (on private sector in@atprograms providing the
proper and ethical management of tourism products.

In this document nine priority areas of activitiédsr government
administration at different levels were set. Iteimphasized that a creation of
special tax system in relation to tourism businesdiich enables the
improvement of environment condition (without lesisg economic benefits
coming from tourism), is crucial. Economical ena@maments, which motivate
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tourism industry are also important. Generallyuagstion of the cooperation of
private and public sectors supported by economigtisas (encouragements)
for entrepreneurs and activities aimed at raisirgydcological awareness of all
tourism market actors is pertinent. In this wagendahas become a formal
expression of the assumption concerning the intiegraf four orders which is

the core of the conception of sustainable developmEhe document confirms
that nature and environment are the main resodace®urism - most tourists

acknowledged them as the most important tourisndymis in certain region.

This approach also shows that the inexorable sirettidn to commercial

model of tourism development is no longer possible.

In 1999 WTO underlined the possibility to bring ¢tlger sustainable and
responsible tourism with growing liberalization iservice trade. The
organization presented its own point of view attansble tourism inGlobal
Code of Ethics for TourisnThe third chapter is fully devoted to the discasse
issue. This paper constitutes a universal set l&srwhich are addressed to
authorities (both central and local), local comnies| enterprises and
organisations in tourism sector. In accordance whis document, there are
certain conditions which should be fulfilled by t@mm sector to get it closer to
eco-development idea. What is important, it isssteel that all participants (not
only public and private sector) of tourism devel@minshould protect natural
resources and environment to sustain economic ojewvent (Kiryluk,
Borkowska-Niszczota 2006, p. 59). It is also comegowith acknowledging
common responsibility for this task. Attention Isaconcentrated on promotion
aspect and the necessary support for all envirotaiherfriendly forms of
tourism and for protection of ecosystems and biedity, which should be
given by local authorities. Attention is also pdm respecting the cultural
heritage and interests of local communiBiobal Codeis therefore a general
recapitulation of conceptions of sustainable dqwelent of tourism sector,
which had been elaborated before 1999.

In 2004 a new approach to sustainable tourism dewetnt at
international level was presented. The WTO orgaioisan collaboration with
United Nations Conference on Trade and Developraktiorated the document
Sustainablelourism-Eliminating Poverty (ST~EMhich shows how important
for poorest countries tourism industry is in terne$ their economy.
Unfortunately, this sector is still not fully reaiged as an instrument for
poverty reduction. This publication is an answetaafrism industry (under the
leadership of WTO) given to the Millennium Develogmh Goal to halve
extreme poverty by 2015 (Sofield, Bauer, De Lacigntan, Daugher 2004,
p. 5.). Authors mark tha&T~EPis not a new form of tourism or a new kind of
tourism product. It is an approach to tourism inickhthe benefits are
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specifically directed towards the poor. Tourism hase seen as a complex
system — not only as a private sector undertakBignilarly, like in previous
documents, it is stressed that without pro-actisle of Government and its
interventions, sustainable tourism and its positinfeience on poverty will not
be achieved. Activities at this field must be batkey legislation (legal
framework).

This document presents totally different way of egiving sustainable
tourism development. In the development assistancgrammes elaborated by
donor countries this idea was seen by various ¢totourism sector only in
environmental or cultural way, limiting at the satimee full range of its impacts
on world’s poverty. Sustainable tourism, especidlty poor countries has
a tremendous role to play. It is a catalyst for wWele economy. If this sector
succeeds, other linkage sectors will also be ssbedf that is to happen
tourism should be conceived as a complex systens. better to speak about
tourism system rather than tourism industry, which turn demands
a sustainable management processes. In this wagiving local communities
the chance to benefit from tourism development padicular area, the process
of their marginalisation from global economy candbepped. By realisation of
sustainable development idea, cultural and natapltal may be utilised for
tourism, which from economic point of view is vitdDn the other hand, one
thing has not changed in this document’s approacthé above mentioned
problem. There is still a strong need for closdatmration between private
sector and tourism authorities which is not yeti@gd. It has to be improved in
order to implement effective strategies for susthia development in tourism
sector.

The table below presents other crucial internatidnauments concerning
the issue of sustainable tourism. All of them camntrto the mentioned above
have form of declarations (and one charter) ofotarisubjects of international
tourism market.
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Table 1. International declarations concerning sustaable tourism

Date Name of the Authors Main content
document
— tourism should be approached with a global
methodology,
— tourism should be ecologically bearable in
long term and ethically and socially
Participants at the equ!table for local c.ommunme.s, .
— tourism should participate actively in the
World Conference .
Charter for on Sustainable sustainable development strategy,
1995 Sustainable Tourism in — the sustainability of the resources on which

Tourism World tourism depends must be guaranteed,

— tourism should be integrated with the
natural, cultural and human environment,

— sustainable development of tourism should
be based efficient cooperation mechanism
at all levels: local, national, regional and

international.

Lanzarote, Canary
Islands, Spain

7]

— tourism activities should be environmentally,
economically, socially and socially
sustainable,

— tourism activities which use environmentally
sound technologies should be promoted t

I of

the fullest extent,

. . International — tourism activities which encourage the us
Berlin Declaration ; ’
; . Conference of public and non-motorised transport should
On Biological : .
: . Environment be supported wherever possible,
1997| Diversity And . )
. Ministers on — the private sector should be encouraged tp
Sustainable S .
. Biodiversity and develop and apply codes of conduct for
Tourisn? - . ;
Tourism sustainable tourism,

— the general public should be informed and
educated about the benefits of protecting
nature through sustainable forms of tourism,

— economic instruments should be used to
encourage private sector to eco-friendly
behaviours.

! Charter for Sustainable Tourism Woyld1995, Lanzarote, available online at
http://www.gdrc.org/uem/eco-tour/charter.html

2 Berlin Declaration On Biological Diversity And Sastable Tourism1997, Berlin, available
online at http://www.gdrc.org/uem/eco-tour/berlitmih
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Table 1 — continuation. International declarations oncerning sustainable tourism

actions regarding climate change and wat

Date Name of the Authors Main content
document
— creation of awareness and active
involvement among customers towards the
natural, social and culturalenvironment of
Statement of the placgs they visit,
. A responsible use of natural resources
Commitment to Initiative of . )
. - . reducing pollution and waste
2000 Sustainable tourism agencies . - . .
. | — involving and co-operation with local
Tourism and touroperator i
communities and people,
Developmenit : .
using local products and skills
encouragement of partners, suppliers, anc
sub-contractors to contribute to sustainable
tourism
governments should formulate national,
regional and local ecotourism policies,
develop regulatory mechanisms for
internalization of environmental costs of the
tourism products
ensure support to micro, small and medium-
Quebec UNEP, UNWTO, sized firms
2002| Declaration on | International Day; promote and develop educational
Ecotourisnt of Ecotourism programmes,
private sector should make increasing use of
local materials and products,
generate awareness among all management
and staff
— formulate and implement company policies
for sustainability.
tourism is an effective tool to realise the
. poverty alleviation,
Declaration | o .
. arge multinational companies should act in
Harnessing "
Tourism for the _the most sustainable manner, _
2005 Millennium UNWTO increase the co-operation between public gand
private sectors,
Development : oo
integrate tourism in current and future
Goals5

resources.

3 Statement of Commitment to Sustainable Tourism Beweint 2000, available online at

http://www.gdrc.org/uem/eco-tour/berlin.html

4 Quebec Declaration on Ecotourism, UN Internationahlof EcotourismUNEP, UNWTO,
2002, available online at www.gdrc.org/uem/eco-tquebec-declaration.pdf

5 DeclarationHarnessing Tourism for the Millennium Developmemiald UNWTO, New
York, 2005, available online at www.world-tourismgésustainable/doc/decla-ny-mdg-en.pdf
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Table 1 — continuation. International declarations oncerning sustainable tourism

Date Name of the Authors Main content
document

— tourism is an effective tool to realise the
poverty alleviation,

. — large multinational companies should act in

Harnessing .
Tourism for the Fhe most sustainable manner, .
2005 - . UNWTO — increase the co-operation between public gnd
Millennium .
private sectors,

Declaration

Development : oo
Goarl)§ — integrate tourism in current and future
actions regarding climate change and watgr
resources.
. — sustainable tourism should preserve and
Vienna

L promote the identity of Europe’s regions,
| European Travel — protect regions from unbalanced tourism
Commission development,
— promote socio-cultural integration and
environmental compatibility.

Declaration on thé
2005 Future of
European
Tourisnd

Source Author’s own compilation based on chosen documents.

3. Realization of eco-development in tourism at Ewpean level

The fifth EC Environmental Action Programme TowaRisstainability
was one of the first actions taken by European midich concerned the
sustainable tourism issue. The Programme was creati©993 and it laid out the
long-term objectives, focusing on global approach etological problems.
Tourism, as well as industry, energy sector, trartspnd agriculture, was
recognised as a area which demands the integrattienvironmental dimension
with the most important policies of this sectorshat/is more, to realise fully
this aim the paper assumes common responsibilityalbfparticipants of
economic life (government, industry, society) fanpiementing commonly
agreed goals and means of their realization.

The fifth Acton Programmenderlined that tourism is the sector where the
bond between economic development and natural@ment is mirrored very
clearly. That is why a proper planning and integdamanagement of tourism,

5 DeclarationHarnessing Tourism for the Millennium Developmemiald UNWTO, New
York, 2005, available online at www.world-tourismgfsustainable/doc/decla-ny-mdg-en.pdf.

" Vienna Declaration on the Future of European BmyiETC, 2005, available online at
www.etc-corporate.org/resources/uploads/ETC_Vienckbation.pdf.
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regional development and environment protectiondsded. This approach is
the foundation for sustainable and remunerativesousector.

The Programme stresses that effective realisatiadhe accepted plan of
actions demands certain steps from regional aral &a¢horities. Among others,
these are:

* regular spread of tourism occurrences in time gedes,

 cataloguing tourism resources of the member states,

« formulating practical guides for tourism sector apiliot projects for
environmental tourism,

* the exchange of information and experiences in ftalel of visitors
management and

« the introduction of awards for environmental tonfis

In 1996 the report concerning the progress made tdukhe fifth EC
Environmental Action Programme Towards Sustaingbilivas ratified
Unfortunately, it shows that in tourism sector amdgriculture the progress in
integration of environmental elements into polioycerning these areas was the
least visible. At the same time the report shovesritain steps which should be
taken to realise the goals of previous programnily.ffhe guidelines were
divided into four areas over which member statemihtake immediate actions
to improve the situation in tourism sector. It agsethat the main obstacle on
the way to implement the idea of sustainable deraémt is the fact that tourism
sector is dependent on linkage sectors. In thi® ¢he main condition to
improve the situation is effective implementatidrpoo-environmental solutions
in concomitant sectors, which compose tourism secto

In 1998 European Community Biodiversity Strateggs publicized and
a new approach towards sustainable tourism canwbwfthere. This paper is an
attempt to lay out the strategy frames which ampesed to help in all actions
taken towards sustaining biodiversity. Tourism bara good motivational factor
and can promote behaviour aiming at maintaininguna&t resources and
protecting environment. In this field the most impat goals which were
expressed are as follows:

» the exchange of good practices among public andfgriunits in tourism
sector,
« the assessment of touristy capacity of ecosystachsatural environment,

< promotion of international guidelines for sustaieaourism.

8 The fifth EC Environmental Action Programme TowarBustainability, 1993,
available online at http://ec.europa.eu/environitaetionpr.htm
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At the same time, the document underlines thabmgér perspective the
implementation of the mentioned strategy is imgaesiithout acknowledging
the problems of biodiversity by all the actors wurism sector European
Community Biodiversity Strategylt is a key factor to success and the effective
instruments to achieve this are educational progresn and education of
personnel which is responsible for the implemeaotatof the strategy at
international, national and local levels.

The next edition of Environmental Action Program The Sixth
Environmental Action Programme of the European Canity 2001-2010: Our
future, Our Choice -was published in 2001. It does not concern theeissu
tourism in the direct way but it refers to the mpinblems and challenges which
the main sectors of world economy have to facehis group we can include
tourism industry. According to this paper, thereaigreat hope and chance in
harmonious economic development which takes intsiceration the needs of
environment. Success can be guaranteed when tiremmental matters are put
in the centre of all decision-making processesapious economic sectors.

The European Union puts itself in the position oflemder which
elaborates the international agreements conceramgronmental protection.
Collective international efforts are crucial togimatter. The Programme focuses
on four problematic areas and it has been deciuidthe outlined goals should
be realised within ten years’ period. The areas are

1. Tackling climate change.

2. Protection of nature and wildlife.

3. Action for the environment and health.
4. Natural resources and waste.

The main idea of this programme focuses on theckdar new ways of
improving the quality of life without doing any dage to the environmentlie
Sixth Environmental Action Programme of the Europ&ommunity 2001-
2010..)". This is only possible when the philosophy of thestainable
development is followed closely.

The paper introduces the so callezlv approacho environmental issues.
Its essence is presented in five points, which expected to facilitate the
realisation of the planned goals.

First of all, the legislation processes should loeekerated which in
Europe proceeds very slowly. To solve this probkermmansparency is needed,
which relies on spreading information. This in aasence will increase public

® available online at http://ec.europa.eu/environifaecum/9842sm.htm.
19 available online at ec.europa.eu/environment/aiteapbooklet_en.pdf.
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pressure and will result in solving urgent enviremtal problems quickly. The

responsibility for introducing legal solutions irdocio-economic practise lies on
national governments. What is also needed is teematic monitoring of the

implementation processes of European law and ptiagesuccesses (or failures)
in this field.

The environmental goals should be taken under deredion in the early
phase of creation of policies in different economiectors. The European
Commission obligates itself to keep to this rule.rmake this, it is important to
develop series of environmental indexes and toeisegular reports which
illustrate the improvements within the undertaketioas. It will help to indicate
if the road taken is effective and if it brings egped results.

A separate point is devoted to the market issules.pBper suggests that it
iS necessary to create such market conditions whiltimake private sector and
customers interested in environmental issues. y,atiare is no doubt that the
industry or transport have led to many seriousdsss environment. The
reverse of this negative trend necessitates thjagemment of entrepreneurs in
the issue of environmental protection. The Europgaion commits itself to
support various economic sectors so as to redegertbgative impact on nature.
One of the solution in this field is encouragingaincial sector to invest its
capital into environmental friendly undertakingheTbusiness should also be
stimulated to measure of its environmental achiemsand to cooperate with
financial institutions so as to work out criteriagneen investments

The fourth point of thanew approachakes up the problem of access to
credible information about the natural environmemtdition for United Europe
citizens. Through the thorough knowledge, consumdidave the opportunity
to influence companies in various sectors so thaly twill develop new,
innovative and environmentally friendly productssarvices. Once again it is
stressed that the promotion of various educatipradrams and systematic raise
of ecological awareness is the key factor. Theylomamelpful in everyday pro-
ecological behaviour of European society.

The summary ohew approachs devoted to the better usage of space,
which has a important implication for mass tourisrhe aggressive expansion
of tourism industry resulted in chaotic and harmrmidnagement of precious land
resources, sometimes in areas of high environmassats (costal and mountain
areas). Therefore, it is advisable to create aigpeeb site for architects, town-
planners and developers which will facilitate sumsthle space planning in
Europe.

In 2001 The European Commission also publishedcansk document
concerning the issue of sustainable developmeft sustainable Europe for
a better world: A European Union Strategy for Susthle Developmentt was
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accepted at United Europe Summit in Goteborg &edpaper was a part of
preparations on the side of UE for Earth Summitld hein 2002, which
concentrated on sustainable development. This ewarst accompanied by
presenting the complete strategy for sustainableldpment. This document
does not concern the sustainable tourism issuetlyireut it still sets guidelines
which are essential in development planning profms®urism sector.

Similarly to The Sixth Environmental Action Programme of theopaan
Community 2001-2010: Our future, Our Choidgnited Europe once again puts
itself in the position of a leader and main cooatiim in all actions aiming at full
realisation of sustainable development not onl§umope but also in the world.
It is therefore a global goal, which fulfils assuiops of Lisbon Strategy, by
implementing environmental dimension within itsusture. This time, European
Commission focused only on the priority problemsaclilcan be seen as a threat
for the realisation of sustainable development iffessustainable Europe for
a better world.)!. These, which can be applied to tourism sectarcem the
vanishing of biodiversity in Europe and also thaffic congestion, which in
recent years increased rapidly coming to a cripoéht @ridlock).

The strategy shows that the results of undertakéiors and initiatives
(implementing of local Agenda 21), which were ainadealising the vision of
sustainable development are limited meaning they tlid not bring expected
results. It also points out to difficulties in clygs in various policies, models of
behaviour and also the lack of proper coordinativactions of subjects which
positively answered to the realisation of sustdmatevelopment model. The
most important solutions, which according to Eussp€ommission will enable
the elimination of the mentioned problems, are gmé=d in the table:

1 available online at europa.eu/eur-lex/en/com/d@I2com2001_0264en01.pdf.
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Table 2 Suggested solutions for reversing the trena®ntradictory to sustainable
development

Many current problems are result of past choices an
their effects are difficult to reverse in shortéim
(production technology, patterns of land use and
infrastructure investments).

Urgent action is needed

Strong political commitment is needed to make diiffi

Political leadership is essential choices and trade-offs between conflicting intexest

The balance and coordination between various sattar
policies is needed. The absence of a coherenttknng-
A new approach to policy making perspective means that there is too much focusori-s
term costs and too little focus on the prospedbiger
term “win-win” situations.

While public authorities have a key role in prowigli

2 clear long-term framework, it is ultimately ingiual
at. . . . )
citizens and businesses who will deliver the charige
consumption and investment patterns needed toachjie
sustainable development.

Actions must be taken by all and
all levels

The leading role of developed countries in promotid
A responsible partner in a globalise%usutamable. development is a muit. The Ep shoattl gt
world By “putting its own hogse in or_der , to prowde_ _
international leadership as a first step towardigesting
global sustainability.

Source: Author’'s own compilation based on A sustaie Europe for a better world: A European
Union Strategy for Sustainable Development

The solutions concerning sustainable developmesues which were
proposed in further part of the document are uafately the repetition of ideas
taken from previous papers regarding this field.e Tissues concerning
investments in new technologies and science, piomof ecological behaviour
or the need of dialogue between public and prisattors do not contribute a lot
in the discussion over sustainable development.ifiip@rtant point, however,
regards the proposal of regular publications saf called triple bottom
line(in reports for stockholders) by companies whiclpkay over five hundred
employees. Its aim is to measure companies’ acimnenes regarding
environmental, economic and social criteria. On@aira the attention is
concentrated on building educational systems, wiaich essential for proper
understanding of sustainable development idea.

In its final decisions, the Commission of Europ€ommunities proposes
for European Parliament to set up a special coramitfor sustainable
development. The Commission also obligates itgetfréate a round table which
will consist of panels of experts which will conggoregular reports. This will
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help improve the cohesion policy of United Europeelation to environmental
issues and sustainable development.

4. Conclusions

Since 1993, when for the first time the issue ditaimable tourism was
approached at an international level, the assumptamncerning this idea has
not been fully realised yet. As before the mostytapform of travelling is mass
tourism whose damaging influence on environmenthes issue of various
discussions among experts. Growing anthropopredsiaspecially visible at
costal areas which are strongly exploited durintidag seasons. Regrettably,
the spheres which ifhe fifth EC Environmental Action Programme Towards
Sustainability {996) were identified as problematic ones did rmaprove
seriously though ten years passed Its implementasikes place in chaotic and
spatially uneven way.

Based on observations and information gained dutireg analysis of
documentation concerning the issue of sustainakleldpment in tourism
sector, the following conclusions have been made.

First of all, although ten years passed too ligfention on the side of
international arena has been focused on practiegiswo realise sustainable
development idea, the conveyor of which may beridou as special
phenomenon functioning at a global scale. As aanaftfact, the legal solutions
have not changed diametrically. New strategiedagdations or other regulations
introduce similar ideas and solutions. What is vietgresting is the fact that
various organisations, institutions and even Unkedope itself present similar
point of view on problems of sustainable developimentourism sector. In
different papers the same suggestions recur prayideliberations on the same
obstacles impeding the introduction of the ideaa-tourism, which may prove
these undertakings to be ineffective.

Specificity of tourism sector is connected with dispendency on other
economic sectors and thus we are talking aboutistouindustry (tourism
system). Wrong or not, effective decisions coneceynihe implementation of
sustainable development in one area influence rtieesdegree others. In reality
the solution to problems of tourism in this fieldaynbe the tourists themselves.
European Union is noticing this fact very slowly fmesently stressing the need
of environmental education of European society, afsb emphasising that
aware consumer (tourist) is a demanding one. Ortheobest examples is the
situation concerning the procedure of changing ewe high standard hotels.
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Some of them offer an alternative to customerswtinig the towel on the floor
is a signal for the personnel to change it, otheswihere is no need to do it. It is
a simple but very practical way to introduce thieswof sustainable development
because in this way savings on water, energy ssw ai the limited usage of
chemicals (washing powders) increase significantly.

In the analysed documents the huge obstacle onwthye to develop
sustainable tourism were the wrong patterns of les&din reception areas. These
which already exist need changes, without whichrdadisation of sustainable
development is impossible (especially areas usekbifsure tourism, costal areas
including the Baltic See and the Mediterranean )ar€aurism management
compatible with the rules of sustainable develapniemands preparation of
new plans for land use, so that new structures naitl disturb landscapes, but
will adequate to reception abilities of the areas.

Another common issue for various papers was thatpai financing
environmental actions of private sector in tourisgiustry. Without measurable
benefits for private units the chances for impletagon of sustainable tourism
idea are insufficient.

The real threat and obstacle is also the slow goéimplementation of
various environmental legal solutions in tourisnaustry. Beside economic
instruments, it appears that legal tools are atsy effective. This problem was
discussed periodically in new papers, especiatigehwithin European Union.

Sustainable tourism is therefore still not an eatead mean which aids in
fighting against uneven development of recepti@asr especially due to usage
of local products, arts and crafts and resourcdsbaiur force.

The lack of environmental awareness among toucistgributes to vast
damage in tourism penetrated spaces, and thatyighetrole of an individual is
essential for fulfilling the aims of sustainablelaeco-friendly tourism.

Another problem is that the products and servicempatible with
sustainable development idea are much more expmermsid as a result less
competitive because prices are the priority fot@ugrs. That is why, despite
serious efforts of some governments to implemerd-tearism in socio-
economic reality, it is very difficult to changetbhahe models of consumption
and production in tourism sector. Companies in yitief lowering the prices at
competitive market cannot afford to implement exgdem eco-friendly products.
But in the long-term perspective eliminating theseng patterns is much more
desirable than constant expanding of tourism wiichreal threat to natural and
cultural resources. Ignoring the rules of sustdmalevelopment will result in
self-destruction of tourism sector. Thus the deatawmt of environment and
monuments will influence the pace of developmentoofrism sector. What is
more the Treaty on European Union enumerates touwis a important means
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for the realisation of sustainable development iditain European Union (art. 2
and 3 p.u) Many discussions concerning the chaimgd® mentioned models of
consumption and production are held recently byogean institutions. The key
point is to establish such patterns of behaviouthef market subjects that will
enable maintaining high tempo of economic growtd amployment in sector
and at the same time respecting sustainable dewveluprules and sensible
usage of natural resources. This demands poldacains at all levels.

United Europe has also serious problems with r&#dis of sustainable
development idea within linkage sectors of tourigmdustry. One of the
examples is transport sector and contradictorysiagats development within
UE. The European policy assumes that by 2010 roaffict will have been
stabilised at the level of the year 1998. On theeiohand, this tendency is in
disagreement with the policy of building new higlywaand express ways.
Another problem waiting for its solution is convedg the road transport into
railroad transport.

What is more the energy and material consumptfdduoopean industry
(though decreased) is still a serious threat tarenment. It is partly connected
with the investments in new technologies and s@&en€ortunately, the
tendencies in this filed in European Union are goirio good direction, but still
it cannot be compared with expenditures made @nseiin the USA.

The realisation of sustainable development requp@gical and social
support. The degree of involvement of internatiopalitics in sustainable
development was much varied during the analysetbgdKoztowski 2005).
Since 1992 the interest in this field has beenabsing because political life is
dominated by such issues as terrorism, unemployarghpoverty. This may be
well illustrated with the approach the USA holdswaéods sustainable
development, for example, not signing the Kiototéeol .

Another obstacle is the linear understanding of enodconomics which
bases too much on exploitation of natural resouicesconomics there is a lack
of self limiting mechanisms. That is why there iseadency towards big scale
economics and towards crossing nature’s immuneesysigainst pollution.
Because of this it is necessary to develop enviertal and ecological
economics, whose core interest is to sustain theaalaapital of planet earth.
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